
FACULTY

Dr. William M. Skoog
Chair, Director of Choral Activities, Conducting, Voice

Dr. Carole Choate Blankenship
Voice Division Coordinator, Music History and Literature

Dr. Thomas E. Bryant
Piano, Accompanying, Music Literature, Music Theory

Dr. Courtenay L. Harter
Music Theory, Music Cognition,  

Oboe/English Horn, Chamber Music

Dr. John B. Bass III
The Mike Curb Institute for Music, Guitar, Jazz Ensemble

Prof. Leah McGray
Director of Instrumental Activities, Orchestra,  

Wind Ensemble, Conducting

Dr. Vanessa L. Rogers
Music History and Literature, “Search” program

Dr. Mona B. Kreitner
Women’s Chorus, Music History and Literature

Dr. David Shotsberger
Music Technology, Composition

For additional Faculty and Instructors, see
www.rhodes.edu/music

Website: www.rhodes.edu/music
Tel.: (901) 843-3775
E-mail: skoogw@rhodes.edu

THE MUSIC MAJOR: (56 credits)

• Three Theory and Musicianship courses (12 credits)

• Two Music History and Literature courses (8 credits)

• One World Music course (4 credits)

• Performance (16 credits) consisting of lessons and ensembles

• Two music electives (8 credits)

• Senior Experience (8 credits) including Conducting and Senior Seminar

THE MUSIC MINOR: (28 credits)

• Two Theory and Musicianship courses (8 credits)

• One Music History and Literature course (4 credits)

• Performance (8 credits) consisting of lessons and ensembles

• Two music electives (8 credits)

THE MUSIC AND PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR: (64 credits)

• Music Courses (total of 32 credits; includes 8 performance credits)

• Psychology Courses (total of 28 credits)

• Senior Experience (4 credits)

Some of our most popular classes include:  Psychology of Music, World Music, 
20th-Century American Music, Music Technology, Music: A Sound Experience, 
Latin-American Music, and Music and Healing.

Students can apply for the Honors program in Music, which includes intensive 
work in one of the following areas: music history, music theory, performance, 
conducting, or composition.
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Welcome to the Music Department  
at Rhodes College, where we are committed to 
graduating intelligent, passionate music advocates and leaders in 
music. Rhodes College’s outstanding liberal arts education— 
coupled with our professional and interdisciplinary programs—
prepares you for results in life and your vocation. Whether you 
envision a performing career, pursuing graduate study, becoming a 
music educator or composer, or if your goals are outside of  
music, Rhodes helps you develop creativity, an increasingly  
valued skill in our society. The Rhodes Music experience combines 
the best of the classroom, the practice room, and the real world 
through performing, internships, service, research and other op-
portunities in Memphis and far beyond. 

COMMUNITY - Memphis is a vibrant and diverse music city, 
so there are many opportunities for you to be a part of the local 
music community: multiple concert venues, professional theatres, 
and blues and jazz clubs are minutes away from campus. Participa-
tion in music at Rhodes helps you cultivate community, in a way 
that is unique to the arts. The 10:1 student-faculty ratio means 
that music students receive personal attention from instructors and 
develop close relationships with other Rhodes musicians. 

INDIVIDUALITY - The wide array of course offerings and 
the flexibility built into the Music degrees ensure that you will 
receive a truly individual, personalized experience here. With 
the close mentoring you will receive from your music advisor, you 
can adjust your degree program to prepare you for specific areas 
such as performance, education, composition, and music research. 
It is possible to combine the music major with other majors and 
minors.

PASSION - The music faculty at Rhodes College are distin-
guished professionals in their own right, who have dedicated their 
lives and professions to becoming experts in music. By sharing 
their musical experience and knowledge, they inspire students to 
develop their own skills, creativity, and enjoyment of music.

Come Join Us!

Department of Music Highlights:
•	 ●The Rhodes College Department of Music is accredited by the  

National Association of Schools of Music (NASM). NASM, founded 
in 1924, is an organization of schools, conservatories, colleges and 
universities with approximately 644 accredited institutional  
members, establishing national standards for undergraduate and 
graduate degrees.

•	 ●Rhodes College is located in 
Memphis, where the city is 
our campus and students be-
come skilled musicians  
in an established musical 
community.

•	 ●Our faculty consists of work-
ing professional artists and 
first-rate researchers who are 
passionate and committed 
teachers.

•	 ●The Department’s ensembles 
perform nationally and  
internationally. In recent years, tours have taken Rhodes students to 
Washington, D.C., Chicago, Salzburg, Vienna, and Rome.

•	 ●Musical opportunities at Rhodes reach across campus and beyond. 
Students benefit from the Mike Curb Institute for Music at Rhodes, 
which allows students to study and experience what legendary music 
executive Mike Curb calls the “Tennessee Music Miracle.”  Other 
opportunities include the London Stage Fellowship, which takes  
students to Oxford University to work on the London Stage 1800-
1900 database; and the Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies, which 
supports student research on Memphis and the Mid-South region.

•	 ●Rhodes music students are eligible for internships at Opera Memphis, 
the Stax Museum, the Memphis Symphony Orchestra, and the Blues 
Foundation, among others.

•	 ●Music scholarships are available for majors AND non-majors.

•	 ●Our graduates have gone on to Harvard, Northwestern, the East-
man School of Music and the San Francisco Conservatory, among 
others—as well as innumerable medical, law, and other professional 
programs.

•	 New music facilities are coming!  The college has acquired the 10-
acre campus of Evergreen Presbyterian Church, adjacent to Rhodes 
College, soon to be designated as a space 
for music and performance.



Rhodes offers a comprehensive array of performance opportunities: solo, chamber, and a variety  
of ensembles including choral, orchestra, wind ensemble, jazz, opera scenes and musicals.

BoBBy Rush 
with the  

Rhodes Jazz Band

Thursday, April 3 @ 7:30 p.m.   
 Hi-Tone Café
 412-414 N. Cleveland St. 38104

Tickets: $12 @ hitone memphis.com
Tickets are free to the Rhodes Community in limited quantities  

available beginning Monday, March 24 through Rhodes Express    

Proceeds from ticket sales to  
benefit outreach efforts by the  
Mike Curb Institute for Music  

and Crosstown Arts   

CuRB Visiting sCholaR in the aRts and Blues legend

BobbyRushJazzPoster.indd   1 3/14/14   10:18 AM

Sponsored by Mike Curb Institute for Music at Rhodes College, 

the Templeton Endowment for Choral Performance, and Lane Music

Friday, April 25, 2014 

7:30 p.m.
EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

613 UNIVERSITY STREET

“I believe in the future 

and the tradition will  

go on.” — Dave Brubeck

Tickets:  $15; $10 Rhodes faculty & 

staff; $5 students with I.D.
 

For information or to reserve tickets, 

call (901) 843-3775

Tickets may be reserved by phone or 

purchased at the door

featuring DARIUS BRUBECK jazz pianist

A TRIBUTE TO 

DAVE & IOLA

BRUBECK

RHODES MASTERSINGERS CHORALE  

AND MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

WILLIAM SKOOG, CONDUCTOR

Brubeck’s  

Pange Lingua Variations  

and the Fauré Requiem

Brubeck Poster3.indd   1 4/9/14   3:38 PM

Memphis Symphony Orchestra and the  
Rhodes MasterSingers Chorale

Jennifer Cooper, soprano; 
Shannon Unger, mezzo-soprano;

Randal Rushing, tenor; 
Sean Cooper, baritone

William Skoog, conductor

Friday, February 28, 2014
7:30 p.m.

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 613 UNIVERSITY ST.

Tickets: Adults $25; Students $5.  
(901) 537-2525 or www.MemphisSymphony.org
Sponsored by the Memphis Symphony Orchestra,  

Orphanos Foundation and Rhodes College

Concert rescheduled from December 6

Messiah
Memphis

MSO Poster ’14.indd   1 1/22/14   4:20 PM

RHODES MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CHORUSES
JAMES HARR AND  

MONA KREITNER, CONDUCTORS

music by 
Stephen Paulus, Daniel Gawthrop 

Gustav Holst, Libby Larsen, David N. Childs 
Claudio Monteverdi, Thomas Morley 

and Franz Schubert

Thursday, March 20, 7:30 p.m.
EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 613 UNIVERSITY ST.

MUSIC FOR THE  

VERNAL  
EQUINOX

rhodes.edu

Vernal Equinox poster.indd   1 2/27/14   9:07 AM

    IT’S (STILL)  

RAINING   
       MEN
 A CONCERT OF MALE CHORUSES

Featuring:
BealeCanto  
Memphis Men’s Chorale  
Memphis Camerata  
Rhodes Men’s Chorus  
Tone Rangers

Matthew Bowlin 
James Harr  
William Skoog 
Jeremy T. Warner  
Todd Wilson, conductors

SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 2014  
3:30 p.m.
ST. ANNE CATHOLIC CHURCH  
706 SOUTH HIGHLAND STREET

rhodes.edu

Raining Men again poster2.indd   1 2/13/14   9:05 AM

 Brass Lynx
MATT HICKS trumpet  PIERCE WISDOM trumpet

JULIE BORDEN horn  MICHAEL TODD drums

ALEX PIAZZA trombone  ETHAN LAWLER trombone

JOE MONTELIONE director

East Village Lodge  
Rhodes College CampusA

P
R

IL 20th
2013

M E M P H I S , T E N N E S S E E

Two O’Clock
in theAfternoon

D A T E T I M E

V E N U E

Brass on Grass

Tennessee State Music Educators 
National ConferenceA

P
R

IL 12th
2013

C H A T T A N O O G A , T E N N E S S E E

Two O’Clock
in theAfternoon

D A T E T I M E

V E N U E

Live in Chattanooga

rhodes.edu

Brass Lynx Poster.indd   1 4/5/13   3:29 PM

Timothy W. Sharp and William Skoog, conductors

APRIL 28, 2013 • 3:30 P.M.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
POPLAR AND EAST PARKWAY
Tickets: $15 general admission; $10 Rhodes faculty & staff;  
free to students with I.D.

For more information call 901-843-3775

              

   
      

 

A TRIBUTE TO 
TONY LEE GARNER and DAVID RAMSEY
RHOdES MaSTERSInGERS CHORaLE In concert with the

MEMPHIS SYMPHOnY ORCHESTRa

presents

Tony Lee Garner ’65 and David Ramsey ’61 stand at the top of the  
list of beloved and dedicated members of the Rhodes community.  
This concert will commemorate the 15th anniversary of Tony’s 
passing and the 5th year of David’s passing. 

Special Concert: 

rhodes.edu

Bach B Minor Mass poster.indd   1 4/9/13   11:11 AM

rhodes.edu

RHODES COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC PRESENTS

Baroque-n 
Christmas∏
Works from the Baroque Era  
and Twentieth Century works  

inspired by that period.

Rhodes College Orchestra and Wind Ensemble
Leah McGray, conductor

November 18, 2013
7:30 p.m.

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Free and open to the public

Baroque'n Christmas Poster .indd   1 10/30/13   2:18 PM

rhodes.edu

Featuring the premiere of music by  
T I M O T H Y  C .  TA K A C H
 
RHODES SINGERS, MEN’S CHORUS, WOMEN’S CHORUS
AND THE RHODES VOCAL JAZZ ENSEMBLE
 
SANDRA FRANKS, JAMES HARR, MONA KREITNER AND WILLIAM SKOOG, CONDUCTORS

APRIL 13, 2014, 3:30 p.m.
EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 613 UNIVERSITY ST.

ADMISSION IS FREE

 
 

CHORAL MUSIC FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Favorite Duets 
From opera and BroaDway

R
Rhodes College VoiCe students

Debbie Smith, piano

Friday, February 21 | 7:30 p.m.
Hardie auditorium, palmer Hall

free and open to the public

Opera & Broadway Duets poster.indd   1 2/6/14   2:21 PM

rhodes.edu

Begin Guitar Week with

BIG BOB’S  
BASS WORLD

with Bob Sunda and Friends
Monday, October 21

JOHN ROSS
Classical Guitar and Lute
Wednesday, October 23

CAIN BUDDS 
GUEST ARTIST
Classical Guitar
Thursday October 24
Sponsored by the Mike Curb Institute for 
Music at Rhodes College

All Performances in Tuthill Recital Hall at 7:30 p.m.

RHODES COLLEGE  
GUITAR ENSEMBLE

Ensemble and Solo Works for Guitar
Tuesday, October 22

RHODES COLLEGE  
GUITAR WEEK

2013

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Guitar Week.indd   1 8/16/13   9:59 AM

Rhodes College Department of Music  
Faculty Concert Series

An Evening of  
Chamber Music  

for Piano and Winds

Courtenay Harter | Oboe  
Rena Feller | Clarinet  

Susanna Whitney | Bassoon   
Robert Gilbert | French Horn  

Brian Ray | Piano

Quintet in E-flat Major, K.452  
by Wolfang Amadeus Mozart

and
Quintet in E-flat Major, Op.16  

by Ludwig van Beethoven

Monday, October 28, 2013 
7:30 p.m. 

Hardie Auditorium, Palmer Hall 

Sponsored by the Rhodes College Department of Music

MUS Chamber Music Piano&WInds.indd   1 10/9/13   11:26 AM

rhodes.edu

RHODES NIGHT SHELL
SATURDAY  

SEPTEMBER 14, 20137:00 P.M.THE HISTORIC LEVITT SHELL in OVERTON PARKFeaturing Memphis’ own 
EARLICE TAYLORTHE RHODES JAZZ BAND

THE RHODES FACULTY JAZZ PLAYERS
Sponsored by the  

Mike Curb Institute for Music

at
 th

e  

Rhodes Night at the Shell.indd   1 8/14/13   11:01 AM

The Springfield Music Lectures were established in 1991 as a bequest from the late John Murry Springfield ‘51.

James Jordan is recognized around 
the musical world as one of the 

nation’s preeminent conductors, 
writers and innovators in choral 

music. The most published  
performer/author in the world,  

he has authored more than  
30 books on all aspects  

of the choral art.

Springfield Music Lecture Series

Thursday, January 23, 2014
7:30 p.m.

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Free and open to the public

 James Jordan

rhodes.edu

“The Inner Life of a Musician”

Springfield Lecture Poster 2014.PRINTER.indd   1 1/2/14   2:56 PM
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