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D ear  Reader s,

O n  behal f  of  the en t i r e ed i tor ial  staf f , I  am  p leased to p resen t to you the 27th  ed i t ion  
of  M odus Vivend i . T h is t i t le i s polyvalen t. O r iginat ing f rom  the L at in  ph r ase that rough ly  
t r anslates to ?way of  l i f e,? i t  also denotes an  agreem en t that  br ings together  con f l i ct ing 
par t ies to al low them  to d iscuss thei r  d i f ferences in  peace. T hat i s the hope of  th is jour nal : 
to convene d i f feren t v iewpoin ts w i th  the pur pose of  deepen ing and expand ing 
under stand ing, both  in  academ ia and in  p r act ice. W e are p roud to be one of  the few 
under gr aduate jour nals of  in ter nat ional  stud ies to at tem pt th is feat .

To thank for  th is ed i t ion , we have f i r st  and forem ost the endur ing br i l l i ance and 
hard  wor k of  Rhodes Col lege studen ts. T he I n ter nat ional  Stud ies depar tm en t and Sigm a 
Iota Rho chapter  have nour ished thei r  cur iosi ty, chal lenged thei r  p reconcept ions, and 
enhanced thei r  w r i t ing sk i l ls. L ikew ise, the p rofessor s and adv isor s w i th in  the depar tm en t 
deser ve recogn i t ion  and gr at i tude for  thei r  encour agem en t of  cr i t i cal  th ink ing and 
m ean ingfu l  r esearch  as wel l  as thei r  generously -of fered  gu idance. I n  par t i cu lar , we express 
our  appreciat ion  for  Professor  Esen  Ki rd is and her  assistance in  p roducing th is ed i t ion  
dur ing a un iquely  tur bu len t year . N ot to be for gotten , I  am  indebted to m y seven  associate 
ed i tor s, who eager ly  app l ied  to jo in  the ed i tor ial  board  f ive m on ths ago and have wor ked 
d i l igen t ly  in  cr af t ing th is publ icat ion  ever  since. T hank you, O l iv ia W ater ton , H anna 
N ord in , Pr iya Tum m alapal l i , Jaeleigh  Johnson , Joon  H wang, Sm i th  D uncan , and L auren  
Yenar i  for  your  though tfu l  and valuable input.

I n  cur at ing th is ed i t ion , we especial ly  valued new per spect ives and a d iver si ty  of  
top ics. From  protests in  H ong Kong and rel igious str i fe in  Southeast Asia, to the al locat ion  
of  ter ror ist  or gan izat ions and the Tr um p adm in istr at ion?s foreign  pol icy, to m igr at ion  
th rough  a fem in ist  lens and an  astu te case study on  the p ressing ef fects of  cl im ate change, 
I  hold  that  we accom pl ished th is goal . For  thei r  in tr igu ing and wel l - r esearched essays, m y 
congr atu lat ions to th is year ?s publ ished author s: Gr ace Fi les, N oor  Jaber, Connor  L am ber t , 
Ei leen  L iu , Pr iya Tum m alapal l i , and L auren  Yenar i . T hanks to thei r  in tel lect  and ef for ts, 
th is ed i t ion  of fer s though t-p rovok ing and in for m at ive ar gum en ts regard ing som e of  the 
m ost gr ipp ing issues f acing the in ter nat ional  com m un i ty.

Final ly, we thank our  reader s. W e hope th is ed i t ion  and the research  con tained 
therein  chal lenge and insp i re you. Please en joy.

Sincerely,

J aclyn F lood

Edi tor - in -Ch ief , 20 21

L ET T ER FROM  T H E EDIT OR
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L ouisiana D el ta as a whole. 

Com par at ively, Rotterdam  has a vast  

in f r astr ucture of  local , nat ional , and 

in ter nat ional  com m un icat ion  

sur round ing f lood con trol  (H udson , 

20 18). T he bureaucr at ic strength  created 

by these treat ies and agreem en ts has 

un leashed unpreceden ted levels of  

cooper at ion  and coord inat ion  between  

these var y ing actor s wh ich  has on ly  

strengthened Rotterdam ?s p rotect ion . 

Beh ind  these inst i tu t ions, there also ex ists 

a f undam en tal  d i f ference in  how these 

two ci t ies v iew thei r  r elat ionsh ip  w i th  

water . Rotterdam ?s im pressive m easures 

are lar gely  cen tered around let t ing water  

in to the ci ty  th rough  innovat ive 

constr uct ion  p rojects. O n  the other  hand, 

N ew O r leans has shut water  out th rough  

i ts post-Katr ina rebu i ld ing. W h i le N ew 

O r leans has m ade m ajor  str ides f rom  the 

1927 f lood and H ur r icane Katr ina, i ts 

ef for ts st i l l  f ai l  to f u l ly  tack le al l  the f acets 

of  m oder n  f lood con trol . O n  the other  

hand, Rotterdam , th rough  i ts inst i tu t ions 

and i ts wholehear ted  em br ace of  new 

tact ics and ideas, has posi t ioned the ci ty  

as the gold  standard  for  hand l ing del ta 

f loods. Under stand ing how Rotterdam  

and N ew O r leans ended up  on  thei r  paths 

I t  i s est im ated that ?  of  al l  ci t ies w i l l  be 

th reatened by the cr isis of  r i sing sea levels 

and, by 20 25, a m ajor i ty  of  peop le w i l l  

r eside in  f lood-prone del ta ci t ies (D i r cke, 

20 10 ). I ncreasingly, dead ly  f loods and 

stor m s have overcom e the p rotect ions 

constr ucted  to m i t igate the im pacts of  

such  d isaster s. O n  the sur face, the ci t ies 

of  Rotterdam  and N ew O r leans appear  

ver y sim i lar . Both  are th r iv ing 

m etropol i tan  del ta ci t ies. Both  are in  r i ch , 

dem ocr at ic, W ester n  coun tr ies. Both  

p resen t and celebr ate thei r  special  

connect ion  to the water . Both  have 

im p lem en ted m ul t i - bi l l i on -dol lar  

p rojects to stave of f  the wor st  im pacts of  

f lood ing. T he quest ion  then  is how have 

these two ci t ies taken  such  a d i f feren t 

approach  to the sam e chal lenge of  water  

m anagem en t? Peel ing a few layer s away 

reveals the answer. T he d ist inct  

d i f ferences that em er ge in  both  thei r  use 

of  inst i tu t ions and thei r  own  ci t i zens? 

ideas and values of  what water  i s. O n  an  

inst i tu t ional  level , N ew O r leans y ields a 

lot  of  con trol  of  thei r  levee p rotect ion  to 

the local  adm in istr at ion . T h is bottom -up  

level  of  cooper at ion  has lef t  the m ost 

vu lner able com m un i t ies w i thout a voice 

in  the p rocess wh ich  th reatens the 

DELTA  BL UES: A  COM PA RAT IV E A N A LY SIS OF N EW  ORLEA N S' A N D ROT T ERDA M 'S 
RESPON SES T O RISIN G SEA  L EV EL S

Connor  L am ber t , 20 22
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wing d ikes (groynes) for  channel  

al ignm en t, bank stabi l i zat ion , and 

dredging, (i i i ) dam  and reser voi r  

constr uct ion  on  upstream  tr ibutar ies, and 

(iv) downstream  f lood crest  reduct ion  

(H udson , 20 18, p .274). T hese 

im provem en ts st i l l  have to be 

im p lem en ted w i th  20 21 set as the f inal  

date and the m andate of  the M R& T P has 

been  rev ised num erous t im es. T h is slow 

im p lem en tat ion  has seen  ?the or iginal  

un i f ied  v ision  devolved in to a ser ies of  

increm en tal  segm en ts over  a p rotr acted  

design  and constr uct ion  per iod? (Jerom e 

20 15). T h is has created what H udson  

(20 18) cal ls ?pendulum  sty le? changes to 

L ower  M ississipp i  f lood con trol  (p .275).

Af ter  the f lood of  1927, the pendulum  

swung towards a lar ger  feder al  p resence 

in  the constr uct ion  and upkeep of  f lood 

con trols. Conver sely, in  the lead up  to 

Katr ina, there was a sw ing back towards 

local  levee boards m anaging the con trols 

sur round ing N ew O r leans. H udson  (20 18) 

notes that i t  was th is t r ansfer  back to local  

m anagem en t f r om  the Ar m y Cor ps of  

Engineer s that  led  to the f ai lu res of  the 

d ikes and f lood wal ls (p .276). W i th  these 

fai lu res of  local  over sigh t, Congress again  

reasser ted  feder al  con trol  and poured 

?$20  bi l l ion  dol lar s in to 350  m i les of  

levees, f lood wal ls, gates, and pum ps that 

now enci r cle greater  N ew O r leans? 

requ i res an  exp lor at ion  of  thei r  h istor y  

w i th  water , an  exam inat ion  of  global  and 

nat ional  inst i tu t ions, an  analysis of  local  

levee and water  boards, and a d iscussion  

on  how thei r  d i f feren t values shaped 

these inst i tu t ions.

A H i stor i cal  Rev i ew  of  Region al  Floods

To under stand N ew O r leans? and 

Rotterdam ?s cur ren t approach  to water  

m anagem en t, thei r  h istor ical  r elat ionsh ip  

w i th  water  m ust f i r st  be exam ined. Both  

N ew O r leans and Rotterdam  exper ienced 

d isastrous f lood ing dur ing the ear ly -  and 

m id-20 th  cen tur y. T he Great M ississipp i  

Flood of  1927 em phasized the f au l ts in  

the Am er ican  pol icy of  water  

m anagem en t by purely  rely ing on  levee 

constr uct ion . T he levees up  and down  the 

M ississipp i  River  d id  wel l  to stem  

regional  f lood ing but d id  not anchor  

deep enough  in to the ground nor  were 

they h igh  enough  to coun ter  against  r are 

but devastat ing f loods (H udson  20 18). I n  

the af ter m ath  of  the 1927 f lood, an  

im por tan t sh i f t  occur red  f rom  local  

con trol  to a m ore act ive feder al  r ole in  

f lood con trols. T h is was secured in  

legislat ion  under  the passage of  the 1928 

M ississipp i  River  and Tr ibutar ies Project  

(M R& T P) that included four  new 

str ategies l i ke?i ) r epai r  and constr uct ion  

of  320 0  km  of  d ikes, (i i ) r iver  channel  

?im provem en ts?... (e.g. channel izat ion), 
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as the D el ta W or ks Project  wh ich  

included ?d ike for t i f i cat ion , f lood basin  

stor age, and m assive stor m  sur ge 

bar r ier s? and was com pleted  by 1977 

(H udson , 20 18, p .275). T h is sw i f t  

im p lem en tat ion  of  the D el ta W or ks 

Project  stands in  star k con tr ast  to the 

con t inued rol l - out  of  the M R& T P. I n  

add i t ion  to these im provem en ts, the 

N ether lands constr ucted  the enor m ous 

M aeslan tker ing Bar r ier . T h is m ovable 

stor m  sur ge bar r ier  al lows Rotterdam  to 

keep  i ts por t  open  but also for m s the 

capstone of  an  in tr i cate system  that w i l l  

r epel  a 10 ,0 0 0 -year  f lood. I n  com par ison , 

the cur ren t system  in  N ew O r leans is on ly  

though t to be able to w i thstand a 

10 0 -year s f lood (Schwar tz, 20 18). T hese 

are f loods that occur  w i l l  stat i st i cal ly  

occur  ever y 10 ,0 0 0  or  10 0  year s. T he 

grow ing real izat ion  am ong scien t ists i s 

that  these p robabi l i t ies are becom ing 

h igher  and h igher  due to the im pact of  

r i sing sea levels and m ore f requen t 

hur r icanes and f loods (Schwar tz, 20 18). 

Yet, i t  was the f loods dur ing the 1990 s, in  

wh ich  thousands had to be evacuated, 

that  ser ved as a ?wake-up  cal l? to the 

D utch  gover nm en t to consider  a m ore 

com prehensive f lood m anagem en t p lan .

I n st i tu t i on s at  W or k

T he m ost obv ious exp lanat ion  for  

Rotterdam ?s qu ick and ear ly  act ion  on  the 

(Schwar tz, 20 18). T here are fear s that  

these m easures m ay st i l l  not  be enough . 

Another  cor ner stone of  the p re-Katr ina 

m i t igat ion  str ategy was a focus on  

p re-catastrophe response, m ak ing sure 

residen ts had enough  to evacuate the ci ty  

(W etm ore, 20 0 7, p .121). T he f inal  

subsystem  is the post- f lood response 

wh ich  focused on  gett ing the ci ty  back up  

to wor k ing order  (W etm ore, 20 0 7, p .122). 

T he p roblem  w i th  these str ategies is that  

i t  i s hard  to r un  a ci ty  that  i s under water . 

I t  becom es clear  that  p re-Katr ina, N ew 

O r leans rel ied  heavi ly  on  a system  of  

levees and d ikes that were not p roper ly  

m ain tained or  constr ucted , w i th  no 

redundancies in  case they f ai led .

L ike the M ississipp i  D el ta, Rotterdam  

faced sim i lar  t r aged ies dur ing 1917, 1953, 

and 1990 s. T he response of  Rotterdam  

and the N ether lands d i f fer s f r om  N ew 

O r leans as they take an  ?increm en tal? 

approach  to thei r  f lood m anagem en t 

(H udson , 20 18, p .275). Under  the 

increm en tal  m odel , Rotterdam ?s f lood 

con trol  m easures have been  bu i l t  up  over  

cen tur ies becom ing ?m ore ef f i cien t  and 

cen tr al i zed  as the gover nm en t becam e 

m ore robust? (H udson , 20 18, p .275). T he 

f lood of  1953 or  the D isaster , as i t  i s 

known  local ly, occur red  af ter  d ikes broke 

and k i l led  1,831 peop le. T h is resu l ted  in  

an  extensive constr uct ion  p roject  known  
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i ts sur round ing area. State Represen tat ive 

Jerom e Z er ingue noted i t  i s hard  to get 

?N ew O r leans p rotect ion  to 50 0  [year s] 

when  you have p laces such  as Jean  L af i t te, 

Ter rebonne Par ish , H oum a, N ew Iber ia 

and other  p laces that have zero level  of  

p rotect ion , or  at  best  10 -year  p rotect ion? 

(Schwar tz, 20 18, Chal lenges Ahead 

sect ion). L ack ing the cooper at ive p lan  of  

Rotterdam , N ew O r leans and i ts 

sur round ing par ishes are lef t  to com pete 

in  a zero-sum  gam e. T h is basis-by-basis 

approach  and dev iat ion  f rom  a def ined 

system  design  creates a ?p iecem eal  stor m  

sur ge p rotect ion  ?system ? in  nam e on ly? 

(Jerom e, 20 15).

Regional ly, the inst i tu t ions w i th  the m ost 

d i rect  con tact  w i th  f lood m anagem en t are 

the levee boards in  L ou isiana and the 

water  boards in  the N ether lands. T hese 

boards also dem onstr ate that  ideas shape 

the inst i tu t ions r ather  than  the 

inst i tu t ions shap ing ideas. Funct ional ly, 

both  the levee boards and water  boards 

are given  the sam e m andate of  f lood 

con trol . Yet beyond th is broad d i rect ive, 

the d i f fer ing ideologies shape the 

f unct ional i ty  of  the respect ive boards in  

p rofound ways. T he levee boards are not 

guar an teed cer tain  f und ing f rom  the state 

or  feder al  gover nm en t, instead, they rely  

on  p roper ty  taxes and leases on  local  

industr ies (H udson , 20 18). T h is gap  in  

D el ta W or ks Project  i s the strength  and 

cen tr al i zat ion  of  the D utch  gover nm en t. 

T h is i s t r ue, especial ly  given  H udson?s 

(20 18) increm en tal  m odel , the 

N ether lands have been  p repar ing for  th is 

m om en t for  a long t im e (p .275). 

Add i t ional ly, Rotterdam  is at  the end of  

?a lar ge water shed that d r ains eigh t 

nat ions,? al l  of  whom  benef i t  f r om  the 

por t  there (H udson , 20 18, p .276). T h is 

cross-pol l inat ion  of  in terests creates a 

robust system  of  inst i tu t ions to gover n  

and p rotect  Rotterdam  and i ts por t . At  

the hear t  of  th is bureaucr at ic system  is 

the I n ter nat ional  Com m ission  for  the 

Protect ion  of  the Rh ine (ICPR). T he ICPR 

prov ides the inst i tu t ional  f r am ewor k to 

coord inate ?speci f i c th resholds for  

ecosystem  heal th , f loodp lain , and r iver  

channel  cond i t ions, and water  qual i ty, as 

wel l  as p rotocols for  m on i tor ing and 

in for m at ion  exchange? (H udson , 20 18, 

p .276). I n  con tr ast , N ew O r leans has no 

bind ing in ter nat ional  agreem en t in  

m anaging the sur round ing water shed. 

T h is i s under standable as ?99% of  the 

M ississipp i  d r ainage is w i th in  the U.S.? 

(H udson , 20 18, p .277). Yet, the 

com par ison  is relevan t as the ICPR 

prov ides the str ucture for  

com m un icat ion  and coord inat ion , 

whereas there is no over arch ing 

com prehensive p lan  for  N ew O r leans and 
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over arch ing gu idance, techn ical  decisions 

are f requen t ly  and sign i f i can t ly  

?in f luenced by the local  water  

m anagem en t object ives?(Jerom e 20 15, 

p .76). O n  the other  hand, the D utch  

boards extend across pol i t i cal  border s 

con fer r ing to natur al  boundar ies. T hese 

issues com pound in to one study that the 

constan t d r ainage of  levee p rotected  

lands coup led  w i th  a lack of  

com m un icat ion  between  the boards is 

resu l t ing in  N ew O r leans actual ly  sink ing 

f ur ther  below sea level  as the sed im en t i s 

not rep len ished at  a steady r ate 

(W etm ore, 20 0 7).

T hese d i f ferences ref lect  one of  the 

gu id ing ideas of  D utch  m anagem en t ?to 

give back to the r iver s som e of  the room  

we had taken? (K im m elm an , 20 17, 

par a.10 ). Given  th is ideology, the 

water boards wor k closer  w i th  the 

com m un i ty  hav ing m em ber sh ip  be an  

elected  posi t ion , com pared to 

gover nor-appoin ted  l i ke L ou isiana. T hey 

also reser ve the lar gest share of  seats for  

residen ts fol lowed by other  stakeholder s, 

thus m ak ing sure al l  voices are heard .

T h e Ideas beh in d  th e I n st i tu t i on s

I nst i tu t ions on ly  tel l  a sm al l  par t  of  the 

stor y. To under stand why these boards 

d i f fer  so m uch  one needs to peel  back a 

layer  to see what k ind  of  ideas are dr iv ing 

these inst i tu t ions. At the cen ter  i s a 

f und ing has lef t  som e poorer  areas 

severely  underdeveloped thereby 

weaken ing the whole system . T he 

p roblem  of  f und ing is also scaled  up  to 

the nat ional  level  as seen  in  the resu l ts of  

the D ecision  Chronology Study, a repor t  

com pi led  by the U.S Ar m y Cor p  of  

Engineer s. T he study reveals that  the U.S 

feder al i st  system  ?produced ser ious 

un in tended consequences of  increm en tal  

pol i cy  decisions over  20  year s? (Jerom e, 

20 15, p .76). T he cost- shar ing 

requ i rem en ts of  p rojects for ced local  and 

state par tner s to look for  ways to reduce 

thei r  own  burdens. O f ten t im es th is 

?blur red  d ist inct ions between  techn ical , 

pol i cy  and f i scal  consider at ions? (Jerom e, 

20 15, p .76).

L ook ing at  f lood basin  m anagem en t, 

L ou isiana focuses alm ost exclusively  on  

dr ainage wh i le the D utch  have a 

soph ist i cated  system  of  m ain tain ing over  

10 0  d i f feren t water  levels across the 

d istr i cts (H udson , 20 18). Com m un icat ion  

is of ten  l im i ted  between  the d i f feren t 

levee boards as thei r  ju r isd ict ions are 

l im i ted  to respect ive par ish  boundar ies. 

Because of  th is, im por tan t design  choices 

and m ain tenance decisions were m ade 

w i thout ?the exp l ici t  consider at ion  and 

open  com m un icat ion  of  system -w ide 

residual  r i sk , consequences, and 

rel iabi l i ty? (Jerom e, 20 15, p .76). I n  need of  
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expanded beyond wal ls and levees to 

include a ?whole ph i losophy of  spat ial  

p lann ing, cr isis m anagem en t, ch i ld ren?s 

educat ion , on l ine apps, and publ ic spaces? 

(K im m elm an , 20 17, par a.11). I nstead of  

using concrete to pave over  water , 

Rotterdam  ci ty  p lanner s constr ucted  

water  p lazas to f unct ion  not on ly  as a 

gather ing p lace for  a neighbor hood but 

also to cap ture f loodwater  (K im m elm an , 

20 17). D ur ing one of  the m any long spel ls 

of  r ain  or  seasonal  f lood ing, the p laza 

?col lects water  in  one of  i ts th ree basins? 

(Kar im ova, 20 17, p .4). T he p laza then  

dr ains over  t im e and can  ser ve as a 

?basketbal l  cour t? or  ?open  space? 

(Kar im ova, 20 17, p .4). I n  the sam e vein , a 

d ike has been  conver ted  in to a gr assy h i l l , 

where ch i ld ren  p lay and peop le shop  in  

the newly bu i l t  shopp ing cen ter  for t i f y ing 

the ?l inks between  water  and 

neighbor hood developm en t? 

(K im m elm an , 20 17, par a.37). Beyond just  

civ ic p rojects, Rotterdam  has taken  to 

ask ing ci t i zens to rem ove concrete paths 

in  thei r  gardens and backyards to expose 

m ore soi l  to absor b r ainwater  

(K im m elm an , 20 17).

T h is i s not to say wal ls and levees do not 

have a p lace in  m oder n  f lood 

m anagem en t. Rotterdam  is p rotected  by 

the M aeslan tker ing gates. Two bar r ier s as 

long as the Ei f fel  Tower  is tal l  and 70  feet 

f undam en tal  d i f ference in  N ew O r leans 

and Rotterdam ?s under stand ing of  water . 

Ur ban  and env i ronm en tal  ar ch i tect  D avid  

W aggonner  recogn ized th is say ing the 

D utch  ?inv i te water  in to the ci ty? wh i le in  

N ew O r leans ?we?ve h idden  and 

squandered th is asset? (O ?N ei l , 20 15, 

par a.2). N ew O r leans seem s to wan t 

noth ing to do w i th  water  inside the ci ty  

constr uct ing ?h igh  wal ls on  top  of  levees? 

or  have canals r un  under ground (O ?N ei l , 

20 15). T h is m en tal i ty  of  ?out of  sigh t , out  

of  m ind? has led  N ew O r leans in to the 

unw innable si tuat ion  of  r ely ing solely  on  

bar r ier s to keep  f loods at  bay. T h is i s to 

i ts detr im en t as N ew O r leans, un l i ke 

Rotterdam , has am ple coastal  wet lands 

that help  to buf fer  coastal  populat ions 

f rom  stor m  sur ge even ts? (H udson , 20 18, 

p .275). W i th  i ts concrete f i r st  approach , 

N ew O r leans is pav ing over  i ts si lver  

bu l let  to rein  in  the r ain . T h is ideology is 

cem en ted in  the constr uct ion  of  the W est 

Closure Com plex, the m ul t i - bi l l i on  dol lar  

p roject  of  levees, wal ls, and pum ps, bu i l t  

in  the wake of  Katr ina. Con tr ar i ly, a 

sen ior  D utch  gover nm en t adv isor  

com m en ted: ?W e can?t just  keep  bu i ld ing 

h igher  levees, because we w i l l  end up  

l iv ing beh ind  10 -m eter  wal ls? 

(K im m elm an , 20 17, par a.11).

I n  the N ether lands and especial ly  

Rotterdam , f lood m anagem en t has 
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have tr anslated  in to the for t i f i cat ions 

enci r cl ing N ew O r leans. W hat Katr ina 

and Sandy and al l  other  stor m s and 

f loods have shown  though , i s that  no 

bar r ier  i s im penetr able and no levee is 

incapable of  being breached. Even  w i th in  

the ci ty, th is can  be seen  in  the way the 

N ew O r leans Sewage and W ater  Board  

m ain tain  the dr ainage system s. ?Pipes 

aren?t checked un less they clog. T hey 

aren?t f i xed  un t i l  they f ai l? in  th is 

react ion -based system  of  m ain tenance( 

Baur ick , 20 20 , ?I t?s the way to go? sect ion). 

O n  inspect ion  of  N ew O r leans? dr ainage 

system , Rotterdam ?s ch ief  of f i cer  of  

sustainabi l i ty  expressed concer n  over  th is 

m indset say ing ?i f  you cannot care for  

what you have, i t  i s hard  to do any th ing 

m ore. You are always f i x ing old  

p roblem s? (Baur ick , 20 20 , ?I t?s the way to 

go? sect ion). T he D utch  p lace em phasis on  

the values of  accep t ing and l iv ing w i th  

water . T h is i s expressed in  the var ious 

civ ic p rojects and neighbor hood 

developm en ts that  have inv i ted  water  in to 

thei r  space in  order  to save thei r  

com m un i ty.

T h e Fu tu r e of  W ater  M an agem en t

Som e N ew O r lean ians are l i sten ing to the 

lessons of  the D utch . D avid  W aggonner, 

the arch i tect  tur ned water  m anager, 

coord inated  a ser ies of  ?D utch  D ialogues? 

between  N ew O r leans and D utch  p lanner s 

h igh  p rotect  the ci ty  of  Rotterdam  f rom  

the stor m  sur ges of  the N or th  Sea. 

Add i t ional ly, the gates are bu i l t  to 

w i thstand even  the m ost extrem e cl im ate 

change m odels w i th  ?sea levels r i sing 

beyond cur ren t forecasts? (K im m elm an , 

20 17, par a.33). Com par ing the 

M aeslan tker ing to the W est Closure 

Com plex, the issues that d i f feren t iate the 

sm al l  levee and water  boards m an i fest  in  

the lar ger  p rojects. T he head of  the N ew 

O r leans levee board  com m en ted that 

?f ind ing the m oney to m ain tain  the 

cur ren t system  was daun t ing?. Even  now, 

the cash -str apped state gover nm en t i s 

str uggl ing to pay i ts share of  the new 

system  wh ich  am oun ts to ?$10 0  m i l l ion  a 

year  for  the next 30  [year s]? (Schwar tz, 

20 18, Chal lenges Ahead sect ion). T h is 

lack of  f unds to ach ieve the p roper  

p rotect ions echoes the sim i lar  p roblem s 

faced by the L ou isiana levee boards. 

T here is also a m indset that  has 

developed in  N ew O r leans that N ew 

O r lean ians are ?so focused on  k i l l i ng the 

snakes r igh t  in  f r on t  of  [them ] that  [they] 

can?t...th ink beyond the im m ediate 

p roblem ? (Schwar tz, 20 18, Chal lenges 

Ahead sect ion). T he W est Closure 

Com plex represen ts the im m ediate 

p roblem  by focusing on  bu i ld ing up  what 

Katr ina destroyed. T hese values of  

d istancing and p rotect ing f rom  water  
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approaches to thei r  shared p roblem . 

Star t ing w i th  thei r  local  water  boards, 

Rotterdam  p laced an  em phasis on  

inv i t ing water  in to the ci ty  w i th  the 

constr uct ion  of  water  p lazas in  add i t ion  

to the con t inued m ain tenance of  

t r ad i t ional  bar r ier s l i ke levees. T h is grew 

in to a new type of  neighbor hood 

developm en t that  focused on  

tr ansfor m ing these levees and d ikes in to 

p laces for  com m erce and gather ing. 

Conver sely, N ew O r leans tack led  the 

p roblem  by adopt ing the m en tal i ty  of  

keep ing water  d istan t and h idden  beh ind  

wal ls and levees. T h is i s f ur ther  en forced 

by the L ou isiana levee boards and N ew 

O r leans Sewage and W ater  Board  that 

oper ate w i th  th is sam e ethos in  m ind. 

T he alm ost singu lar  focus on  the 

constr uct ion  of  m assive f lood gates and 

pum p stat ions leads to a haphazard  

approach  that hur ts N ew O r leans in  the 

long r un . T he m ajor  d i f ferences and 

poin ts where N ew O r leans can  im prove 

can  be found in  th ree instances. L ack ing 

the coord inat ion  of  lar ger  inst i tu t ions, 

f r om  FEM A or  the Ar m y Cor ps of  

Engineer s, has lef t  levee boards w i thout a 

clear  constr uct ive m andate. Second, the 

lack of  f und ing f rom  local , state, and 

nat ional  inst i tu t ions is per haps the m ost 

apparen t f law in  the f igh t  for  N ew 

O r leans. $10 0  m i l l ion  dol lar s a year  for  

to for m  a new, com prehensive str ategy 

for  N ew O r leans cal led  the Ur ban  W ater  

Plan  (O ?N ei l , 20 15). T h is p lan  

incor por ates sever al  D utch  ideas l i ke 

open ing the canals and the constr uct ion  

of  water  p lazas. I n  20 13, the p roject  was 

gr an ted p rel im inar y f und ing by FEM A, 

yet  f u l l  im p lem en tat ion  is expected to 

cost  $6.2 bi l l i on  (O ?N ei l , 20 15). T he p lan  

would  be 36 t im es what the N ew O r leans 

Sewage and W ater  Board  spen t on  

p rojects in  20 19 alone.Fast for ward  to 

20 20  and the p lan  is st i l l  wai t ing for  

f und ing but has insp i red  a ?sm atter ing of  

sm al l  im provem en ts? (Baur ick , 20 20 , 

par a.12). O f f i cials of  the Sewage and 

W ater  Board  are the f i r st  to recogn ize the 

im m ediate need for  the m easures 

p roposed in  the Ur ban  W ater  p lan  but 

ci te lack of  publ ic suppor t  and fund ing 

(Baur ick , 20 20 ). T he Sewage and W ater  

Board  are suggest ing a stor m water  fee to 

be im p lem en ted that cou ld  begin  to 

cover  the costs of  som e im provem en ts 

but again  the board  ?doesn?t have the 

publ ic suppor t  to ask for  i t? (Baur ick , 

20 20 , ?I t?s the way to go? sect ion).

Rotterdam  and N ew O r leans represen t 

two roads d iver ged on  the path  of  water  

m anagem en t. T hei r  values and the 

inst i tu t ions they bu i l t  to ref lect  those 

values of fer  incred ible insigh t in to why 

the two ci t ies have taken  such  d i f feren t 
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Ahead sect ion). Rotterdam ?s em phasis on  

blend ing water  m anagem en t w i th  ur ban  

developm en t t r ansfor m ed 

neighbor hoods where ?dr ug add icts used 

to t r ek al l  the way f rom  Fr ance to buy 

cheap heroin? to a th r iv ing com m un i ty  

cen tered around the com m unal  water  

p laza (K im m elm an , 20 17, par a.39). T hese 

d i f ferences are im por tan t when  

consider ing lessons for  pol i cym aker s and 

com par at ive analysis.

W hen  look ing th rough  the pol icy lens, 

the sty le of  dem ocr at ic inst i tu t ions 

m atter s al l  the way f rom  the top  of  the 

nat ional  gover nm en t to the sm al l  but  

im por tan t local  inst i tu t ions. T he 

decen tr al i zed  feder al i st  system  of  the U.S 

and par ish -bound levee boards show 

sign i f i can t def iciencies in  deal ing w i th  

the speci f i c cr isis of  f lood m anagem en t. 

T h is sam e system  of  cost- shar ing 

between  the levels of  gover nm en ts has 

sadd led  ci t ies and states w i th  

astronom ical  costs that  m ake them  

hesi tan t  to spend any m ore than  they 

have to. Af ter  v iew ing both  ci t ies? 

approaches i t  i s clear  that  a m ore 

cen tr al i zed  inst i tu t ion  w i th  clear  

m andates and accoun tabi l i ty  i s better  

su i ted  to hand l ing the r i sks l i ke f loods 

that do not respect pol i t i cal  boundar ies. 

T h is i s where the D utch  system  of  

in tegr ated  and em powered inst i tu t ions 

the m ain tenance of  a $20  bi l l ion  dol lar  

p rotect ion  is alm ost im possible for  the 

ci ty  or  state to f und. T he D utch  p rov ide 

steady and suf f i cien t  f und ing to suppor t  

the extensive in f r astr ucture of  

Rotterdam . L ast ly, N ew O r leans m ust 

change how i t  th inks about i ts 

relat ionsh ip  w i th  water . T he ci t i zens of  

Rotterdam  bel ieve ?cl im ate change is 

beyond ideology? a f act  that  has yet to 

resonate w i th  not on ly  nor m al  Am er ican  

ci t i zens but pol i t i cians as wel l  

(K im m elm an , 20 17, par a.13). T h is f r am e 

of  m ind is seen  in  Rotterdam m er s? 

accep tance of  h igher  taxes to pay for  the 

p rogr am s and thei r  strong tr ust  in  local  

gover nm en t to im p lem en t these changes.

Rotterdam  and N ew O r leans each  face an  

unpreceden ted chal lenge m oving 

for ward . W i th  the bi l l ions of  dol lar s each  

ci ty  has spen t to p rotect  against  i ts 

sur round ing per i l , the seem ingly  

com m on  denom inator  i s that  safety  

com es at  a cost . T he benef i ts though  w i l l  

be paid  back ten - fold . For  al l  the f au l ts 

that  have been  given  to N ew O r leans? 

W est Closure Com plex, i t  i s a feat  of  

im pressive engineer ing and i ts safeguards 

have saved the ci ty  ?hundreds of  m i l l ions 

of  dol lar s in  sm al ler  stor m s l i ke 

H ur r icane I saac in  20 12? and when  lar ger  

stor m s com e i t  w i l l  ?w i l l  pay of f  m ul t ip le 

t im es over ? (Schwar tz, 20 18, Chal lenges 
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pay ing bi l l ions of  dol lar s in  new concrete 

wal ls to enci r cle N ew O r leans. T he 

gu id ing m en tal i ty  seem s to be i f  the ci ty  

i s able to cor rect  the m istakes of  Katr ina, 

because i t  was so d isastrous, they w i l l  be 

safe f r om  any other  stor m  that com es 

thei r  way. Var y ing bel ief s about the 

im pact of  cl im ate change also f uel  the 

inabi l i ty  towards for m ing a cohesive, long 

ter m  p lan  in  changing how N ew 

O r lean ians l ive w i th  water . I n  both  

Rotterdam  and N ew O r leans, values can  

be seen  shap ing the inst i tu t ions, but also 

the inst i tu t ions rein forcing those values 

on  i ts ci t i zens. D eal ing w i th  catastrophes 

requ i re lar ge scale col lect ive act ion  w i th  

an  even  lar ger  p r ice tag; th is i s a hard  

t r u th  to f ace for  any type of  gover nm en t 

let  alone peop le. D esp i te the d i f ferences 

exp lored between  these two ci t ies, a 

com m on , unshaken  resi l ience to stand up  

against  these calam i t ies is shared in  

under stand ing how they need to m ove 

for ward .
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(Tél lez et . al , 20 18).

W h i le m any U.S. pol i t i cians condem n the 

sexual  v iolence against  L at ina m igr an t 

wom en , l i t t le has been  done to exam ine 

the str uctur al  for ces that lead to that  

v iolence.T he system ic nature of  the issue 

ind icates that the cur ren t im m igr at ion  

system  does l i t t le to stop  the v iolence? as, 

i f  i t  d id , the v iolence would  cease or  

d im in ish? yet m any pol i t i cians con t inue 

to cal l  for  the sam e solu t ions: increased 

m i l i tar izat ion  of  the border  and ef for ts to 

stem  the m igr an t f low f rom  L at in  

Am er ica. T hese pol icies are based in  

t r ad i t ional , patr iar chal  concept ions of  

state secur i ty, and they do noth ing to stop  

the v iolence against  m igr an t wom en . 

I nstead, pol i cies based in  t r ad i t ional  

concept ions of  state secur i ty  actual ly  

con tr ibute to gendered v iolence. Un less 

pol icym aker s con f ron t the f lawed 

assum ptions under ly ing thei r  

concept ions of  state secur i ty, there w i l l  be 

no end to v iolence against  L at ina m igr an t 

wom en .

M any academ ics and pol icym aker s 

ground thei r  concept ions of  state secur i ty  

in  the idea that the state is a 

p re-d iscur sive en t i ty  that  ex ists natur al ly  

in  the realm  of  pol i t i cs (W eber, 1998). 

W hen  Cindy, a L at ina m igr an t wom an , 

was eigh teen , she at tem pted to cross the 

border  f r om  M exico in to the Un i ted  

States. A sm uggler  brough t her  to a stash  

house in  M exico, where she was 

instr ucted  to wai t  for  her  border  crossing. 

W h i le she was wai t ing in  the stash  house, 

the sm uggler  r aped both  Cindy and 

another  wom an  at  gunpoin t . Shor t ly  af ter  

the at tack , Cindy found out that  she was 

p regnan t (Fer nandez, 20 19).

Stor ies l i ke Cindy?s are al l  too com m on . 

D ur ing thei r  at tem pts to cross the border  

in to the Un i ted  States, sexual  v iolence is 

the r u le r ather  than  the excep t ion  for  

m igr an t wom en  f rom  L at in  Am er ica. 

Sexual  assaul t  and r ape are so com m on  

that m any L at ina wom en  are instr ucted  

to expect i t  dur ing thei r  jour neys (Tél lez 

et . al , 20 18). I n for m at ional  f lyer s and 

wel l -m ean ing f r iends or  f am i ly  m em ber s 

adv ise wom en  to invest in  bi r th  con trol  

so that  they don?t becom e pregnan t f r om  

assaul t , as Cindy d id  (Tél lez et . al , 20 18). 

W om en?s under wear  i s hung on  tree 

br anches by m en  who assaul ted  them  to 

show other s that  a r ape took p lace. T hese 

?r ape trees? are a phenom enon  across the 

Ar izona deser t  where m any m igr an ts 

at tem pt to cross in to the Un i ted  States 

V IOL AT ED BORDERS A N D V IOL AT ED BODIES: A N   EX A M IN AT ION  OF STAT E 
SECURIT Y  A N D GEN DERED V IOLEN CE AGA IN ST  M IGRA N T  W OM EN

Gr ace Fi les, 20 21
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i den t i ty. W i thout these under stand ings, 

the state has no relevan t m ean ing (W eber, 

1998). T hus, to for m  state iden t i ty  the 

state m ust be def ined as a social  object  in  

opposi t ion  to other s, where state iden t i ty  

i s const i tu ted  th rough  social  in ter act ions 

w i th  those other s (W endt, 1994). Social  

iden t i t ies and in terests are therefore 

always in  p rocess and con t inuously  

in f luenced by those in ter act ions (W endt, 

1994). Fur ther m ore, the constr uct ion  of  

state iden t i ty  th rough  opposi t ion  to other  

actor s m eans that the categor ies of  

?insider ? and ?outsider ? are m utual ly  

const i tu t ive, and that w i thout an  

other / outsider  to rei f y  state iden t i ty, the 

state cannot ex ist  (D oty, 1999). H owever, 

h ier archy is bu i l t  in to th is const i tu t ion , 

where the ?insider ? is considered super ior  

and m ore wor thy of  p rotect ion  than  the 

?outsider .? D ue to th is h ier archy, m ere 

percep t ion  of  m em ber sh ip  in  the ?in  

group? is enough  to gener ate in -group  

favor i t i sm  (W endt, 1994). T hat f avor i t i sm  

p lays out in  the in ter nat ional  pol i t i cal  

r ealm  th rough  state em phasis on  

p rotect ing i ts own  ci t i zens above outsider  

non -ci t i zens. T h is dynam ic is clear ly  

expressed th rough  border  con trol  

r hetor ic that  em phasizes p rotect ing ?us? 

(the insider  ci t i zens) f r om  ?them ? (the 

outsider  m igr an ts).

I n  th is con text , t r ad i t ional  concept ions of  

T hey assum e that the state has a stable 

iden t i ty  w i th  goals and in terests that  are 

exogenous to any outside in ter act ion  

(W endt, 1994). Fem in ist  concept ions of  

state secur i ty  chal lenge these 

assum ptions. Rather  than  p re-d iscur sive 

subjects, states are actual ly  subjects in  

p rocess; they are the on tological  ef fects 

of  p r act ices that are per for m at ively  

enacted (W eber, 1998). Al l  hal lm ar ks of  

state iden t i ty? border s, gover nm en ts, 

pol i cy? are social ly  constr ucted  by 

peop le; because they are social ly  

constr ucted , they are always subject  to 

change. State iden t i ty  i s therefore 

constan t ly  in  f lux as the inst i tu t ions that 

com pr ise the state var y over  t im e (W eber, 

1998). T he on ly  way to rei f y  and secure 

state iden t i ty  i s to con t inuously  per for m  

that iden t i ty, and any lapse in  

per for m ance jeopard izes the stabi l i ty  of  

the state as i t  br ings to l igh t  the social  

constr uct ion  of  an  en t i ty  p rev iously  

though t to be natur al . O stensibly  

natur al ly  occur r ing, state iden t i ty  i s in  

real i ty  per for m at ively  const i tu ted  

(W eber, 1998).

T h is i s not to say that there is no 

m ater ial i ty  to the state, but  r ather  that  

state m ater ial i ty  m eans noth ing in  a 

vacuum . W i thout per for m at ive 

expression , there can  be no 

under stand ing of  state m ater ial i ty  and 
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Im m igr at ion  is therefore extrem ely 

t r oubl ing to state iden t i ty, as i t  cal ls in to 

quest ion  foundat ional  assum ptions about 

the un i f ied  ?inside? state and anarch ic 

?outside? as outsider s cross inside the 

state (D oty, 1999). M igr at ion  in ter r up ts 

the t r ad i t ional  cycle of  state secur i ty  by 

forcing con f ron tat ion  of  the social  

constr uct ion  of  border s that  the state uses 

to rei f y  i ts iden t i ty, because im m igr at ion  

r aises quest ions about who coun ts as ?the 

populat ion? (D oty, 1999). States are 

dependen t on  the constr uct ion  of  a 

un i f ied  populat ion  to rei f y  iden t i ty, but  i f  

ex istence w i th in  physical  border s is not 

suf f i cien t  to include m igr an ts in  that  

un i f ied  populat ion , how can  such  a 

populat ion  be constr ucted? T hus, 

im m igr an ts chal lenge state iden t i ty  by 

con f lat ing the d ichotom ized categor ies of  

?insider ? and ?outsider ? and, in  doing so, 

reveal  the social  constr uct ion  of  

per for m at ive categor ies that  the state 

insists are natur al . Greater  in ter nat ional  

in tegr at ion  across border s, then , resu l ts in  

greater  nat ional  d is- in tegr at ion  as the 

sovereign  iden t i ty  of  the state is 

deconstr ucted  (W ald inger, 20 18).

T he th reat that  im m igr at ion  poses to the 

state, then , i s not any concrete, physical  

danger, but  r ather  ex isten t ial  in  nature; 

im m igr at ion  th reatens the state?s abi l i ty  

to con t inue to per for m at ively  const i tu te 

state secur i ty  do l i t t le to p rotect  any 

p re-ex ist ing, physical  state. I nstead, 

ef for ts to secure the state are real ly  m ean t 

to secure state iden t i ty  th rough  two 

m eans. Fi r st , state iden t i ty  m ust be 

con t inuously  reproduced to uphold  the 

status quo and ensure stabi l i ty. Second, 

the social ly  constr ucted  nature of  state 

iden t i ty  m ust not be acknowledged, and 

the state m ust instead be por tr ayed as a 

f r ee-stand ing en t i ty. T h rough  these 

m eans, the secur i ty  of  state iden t i ty  i s 

ensured. H owever, i t  i s im por tan t to 

under stand that w i th in  th is f r am ewor k , 

t r ad i t ional  concept ions of  state secur i ty  

are inheren t ly  gendered. T he state is 

conceptual ized as a fem in ized, passive 

en t i ty? a physical  space that cannot 

p rotect  i tsel f . She therefore requ i res 

m ascul in ized, m i l i tar ized p rotect ion  

f rom  a physical , outside th reat. T h is 

m ascu l ine p rotect ion  al lows the fem in ine 

state to reproduce her sel f  th rough  m ale 

ci t i zens, who can  con t inue to p rotect  the 

fem in ine state so that she can  con t inue to 

p roduce m ascul ine p rotect ion , and so on . 

T he cycl i cal  nature of  t r ad i t ional , 

m ascu l ine concept ions of  state secur i ty  

wor ks to con t inuously  reproduce 

tr ad i t ional  concept ions of  the state i tsel f . 

I t  i s on ly  when  that cycle is broken  or  

in ter r up ted  that the foundat ions of  state 

iden t i ty  can  be cal led  in to quest ion .
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dem ogr aph ic changes that L at ina 

m igr an ts in i t iate, however, are 

p roblem at ic when  i t  com es to uphold ing 

the Un i ted  States? standards for  who 

coun ts as an  insider  and who coun ts as an  

outsider . T he ch i ld ren  of  L at ina m igr an t 

wom en  blur  the boundar ies between  

im m igr an t and ci t i zens? boundar ies 

wh ich  are cr ucial  to constr uct ions of  state 

iden t i ty  (Chavez, 20 13). T hus, under  

t r ad i t ional  concept ions of  state secur i ty, 

L at ina m igr an t wom en  pose a d i rect  

th reat to the Un i ted  States, par t i cu lar ly  by 

way of  thei r  sexual i ty.

I t  i s not  a coincidence, then , that  these 

m igr an t wom en  exper ience w idespread 

sexual  v iolence that i s d i rect ly  l inked to 

thei r  t r ansgressions across state border s. 

Sexual  v iolence occur s both  dur ing thei r  

jour neys to cross the border? of ten  by 

the m en  upon  whom  the wom en  are 

rel ian t  to cross in to the Un i ted  

States? and w i th in  the U.S. M any t im es, 

sexual  v iolence w i th in  the Un i ted  States is 

per petr ated  by border  patrol  agen ts and 

custom s of f i cer s (Chavez, 20 13). I n  one 

p rocessing cen ter , guards forced a wom an  

to str ip  and then  p roceeded to grope her  

(Tél lez et . al , 20 18). At  an  im m igr at ion  

deten t ion  cen ter , of f i cer s spr ayed m ace 

on  a wom an , sexual ly  assaul ted  her , and 

then  f i lm ed her  as she showered away the 

m ace (Tél lez et . al , 20 18). Another  gi r l  was 

i ts iden t i ty. Im m igr at ion  pol icies, 

therefore, do not wor k to p rotect  the 

physical  state and i ts ci t i zens, but are 

instead a const i tu t ive elem en t of  the state 

system  (W ald inger, 20 18). H eyer  (20 18) 

em phasizes th is poin t  when  she wr i tes, 

?Represen tat ions of  the outsider  as a 

social  m enace have been  reinven ted in  

m om en ts of  nat ional  cr isis, w i th  the 

gener al  pat ter n  ev idencing xenophobia?s 

p roduct ive f unct ion  in  the nat ional  

im aginar y? (p .153). T h is p roduct ive 

f unct ion  al lows ci t i zens to con t inue to 

feel  as i f  they share and value a com m on  

iden t i ty? the iden t i ty  of  Am er icans, 

constr ucted  in  opposi t ion  to im m igr an ts.

W i th in  th is f r am ewor k , L at ina m igr an t 

wom en  pose a speci f i cal ly  gendered 

th reat to state secur i ty. Publ ic d iscour se 

over whelm ingly  por tr ays L at ina sexual i ty  

as dangerous, out of  con trol , and 

pathological  (Chavez, 20 13). L eo R. 

Chavez sum m ar izes the si tuat ion  when  

he states, ?D ur ing the m ost recen t, 

post-1965 wave of  im m igr at ion , L at ina 

reproduct ion  and fer t i l i ty, especial ly  of  

M exican  im m igr an t wom en , have been  

ground zero in  a war  of  not  on ly  words 

but publ ic pol i cies and laws? (p .74). T h is i s 

because, as Chavez exp lains, L at in  

fer t i l i ty  and im m igr at ion  are ?key 

com ponen ts of  populat ion  growth  and 

other  dem ogr aph ic changes? (p .74). T he 
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W hen  a m an  com m i ts an  act  of  sexual  

v iolence against  a wom an , he asser ts 

con trol  over  her  reproduct ive capaci t ies 

and pun ishes her  for  her  sexual i ty. T h is 

holds t r ue when  a m ale U.S. ci t i zen? such  

as an  im m igr at ion  en forcem en t of f i cer  or  

a border  patrol  guard? sexual ly  assaul ts a 

L at ina m igr an t wom an . By forcibly  tak ing 

con trol  of  her  reproduct ive capaci t ies and 

pun ish ing her  for  her  sexual i ty, he is not 

on ly  establ ish ing h is dom inance as 

patr iar chal  oppressor ; he is also 

deter m in ing h is dom inance as m ascul ine 

actor  who def ines state iden t i ty  and, 

therefore, con trols state secur i ty. H e takes 

away the power  of  the L at ina m igr an t 

wom an  to expose the constr ucted  nature 

of  state iden t i ty  and pun ishes her  for  

possessing that power  in  the f i r st  p lace.

W h i le sexual  v iolence against  m igr an t 

wom en  dur ing thei r  border  crossings m ay 

not be com m i t ted  by U.S. ci t i zen  m en , i t  

st i l l  has the sam e ef fect . L at ina m igr an t 

wom en  are pun ished for  thei r  fer t i l i ty  

and sexual i ty, and any power  they m igh t 

have in  thei r  r eproduct ive poten t ial  i s 

stolen  by m en . Even  though  assaul t  i s 

tem por ar y, the t r aum a rem ains w i th  the 

wom en  for  the rest  of  thei r  l i ves, 

im ped ing the em power m en t they m igh t 

have other w ise found in  thei r  bod ies and 

sexual i t ies (Fer nandez, 20 19). W h i le m any 

pol i t i cians poin t  f inger s at  the 

k idnapped and r aped by a border  patrol  

of f i cer  when  she was on ly  four teen  

(Fer nandez, 20 19). M any m ore stor ies l i ke 

these go unheard , as the vast m ajor i ty  of  

m igr an t wom en  do not repor t  thei r  

assau l ts and have no legal  r ecour se for  

the v iolence com m i t ted  against  them  

(Fer nandez, 20 19).

W h i le i t  m igh t be easy to wr i te of f  

ind iv idual  stor ies of  sexual  v iolence as 

isolated  occur rences caused by a few bad 

m en , to do so is to ignore the broader  

str uctur al  for ces that con tr ibute to th is 

deep ly  per sonal  v iolence. Sexual  v iolence 

never  occur s in  a vacuum . I n  the case of  

L at in  m igr an t wom en , i t  occur s as par t  of  

the lar ger  str uggle over  border  

secur i ty? and, by extension , state 

secur i ty. T he patr iar chal , cycl i cal  nature 

of  t r ad i t ional  concept ions of  state 

secur i ty  requ i re m ascu l ine p rotect ion  so 

that the state can  fu l f i l l  a fem in ine, 

reproduct ive role by reproducing the 

per for m at ive inst i tu t ions that secure state 

iden t i ty. T hus, m ascu l ine actor s are 

tasked w i th  con trol l ing fem in ine 

reproduct ion  in  the nam e of  state 

secur i ty. L at ina m igr an t wom en , whose 

reproduct ive capaci t ies th reaten  the 

cohesion  of  state iden t i ty, becom e 

another  physical  si te that  requ i res 

m ascul ine dom inat ion  and con trol  in  the 

nam e of  secur i ty.
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concept ions of  state secur i ty  requ i re.

O f  cour se, t r ad i t ional  concept ions of  state 

secur i ty  are not the singu lar  d r iv ing f actor  

that  cause sexual  v iolence against  m igr an t 

wom en . H owever, i t  i s necessar y to 

exam ine the in ter sect ion  between  

tr ad i t ional , patr iar chal  concept ions of  

state secur i ty  and sexual  v iolence at  the 

border . Pol icym aker s typ ical ly  consider  

state secur i ty  in  gendered ter m s as a 

conquest that  m ust be ach ieved th rough  

physical  dom inance over  perceived 

th reats; the f act  that  th reats are perceived 

not because they har m  ci t i zens, but 

because they expose the social  

constr uct ion  of  the state i tsel f , r em ains 

unacknowledged. As long as th is i s the 

case, sexual  v iolence against  L at ina 

m igr an t wom en  at  the border  cannot be 

el im inated. Pol icym aker s m ust begin  to 

change the d iscour se sur round ing state 

secur i ty  i f  they in tend to star t  tak ing th is 

i ssue ser iously ; they should  wor k to 

dem i l i tar ize the border  and change the 

patr iar chal  r hetor ic sur round ing state 

secur i ty  instead of  for cing m igr an t 

wom en  in to si tuat ions where they are 

suscep t ible to v iolence. T h is cou ld  take 

the for m  of  reducing gun  usage at  the 

border , creat ing a m ore stream l ined route 

to ci t i zensh ip , and expand ing on  ef for ts 

to accom m odate m igr an ts w i th  shel ter s 

in  p lace of  p r isons or  deten t ion  cen ter s. 

non -U.S.-ci t i zen  m en  who com m i t  the 

assaul ts, the role of  U.S. im m igr at ion  

pol icy cannot be ignored in  th is aspect of  

sexual  v iolence. Cur ren t U.S. 

im m igr at ion  pol icy act ively  wor ks to 

m ake the border  crossing jour ney m ore 

dangerous for  m igr an ts by m i l i tar izing 

the border  and funnel ing m igr an ts 

th rough  har sh  deser ts where m any do not 

sur v ive the jour ney (Tél lez et . al , 

20 18).Add i t ional ly,m any m igr an ts m ust 

rely  on   sm uggler s i f  they wan t to stand a 

chance at  crossing the border .T h is al lows 

the Un i ted  States to p reven t m igr an ts 

f r om  en ter ing the coun tr y  w i thout tak ing 

responsibi l i ty  for  the inhum ane 

cond i t ions u t i l i zed  to inh ibi t  m igr at ion .

T hus, U.S. im m igr at ion  pol icy creates a 

str uctur al  si tuat ion  in  wh ich  L at ina 

m igr an t wom en  are alm ost always rel ian t  

on  m ale sm uggler s to cross the border , 

for cing wom en  in to posi t ions where they 

m ust subm i t  to m en . T he dangerous 

cond i t ions of  border  crossings com pound 

L at ina m igr an t wom en?s vu lner abi l i ty, 

m ak ing them  even  m ore suscept ible to 

sexual  assaul t  f r om  the m en  on  whom  

they m ust depend. W h i le the role that  

U.S. im m igr at ion  pol icy p lays in  creat ing 

L at ina m igr an t vu lner abi l i ty  goes 

unacknowledged, i t  st i l l  wor ks to pun ish  

the th reat of  L at ina sexual i ty  th rough  

m i l i tar ized act ion , as t r ad i t ional  
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wi th in  the theor y and m ay help  p resen t 

pol i cym aker s w i th  m ore concrete data to 

suppor t  the pol icy p rescr ip t ions l i sted  

above. W h i le the social  constr uct ion  of  

the state is a un iver sal  t r u th  for  ever y 

nat ion , the for m s in  wh ich  th is social  

constr uct ion  in ter acts w i th  patr iar chy w i l l  

l i kely  var y across border s. H owever, for  

the Un i ted  States, at  least , the value of  

r ecogn izing the social  constr uct ion  of  the 

state is in  recogn izing i ts abi l i ty  to be 

f lex ible and to change in  ways that 

benef i t  al l  per sons l iv ing w i th in  i ts 

social ly  def ined border s? but un t i l  

pol i t i cians begin  to th ink th is way, l i t t le 

can  change.
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Buddh ism , causing an  increase in  

rel igiosi ty  and the author i ty  of  r el igious 

inst i tu t ions.

Br i ef  H i stor i cal  Back gr ou n d

To better  under stand the m ar ginal izat ion  

of  the Roh ingya peop le and the escalat ion  

of  tension  between  the two rel igious and 

ethn ic groups, i t  i s im por tan t to look at  

the h istor ical  con text . M yanm ar, 

p rev iously  nam ed Bur m a un t i l  i t  was 

changed by the m i l i tar y  jun ta in  1989, was 

under  the colon ial  r u le of  Great Br i tain  

f r om  1824 un t i l  1948. Great Br i tain?s 

dom inance in  the global  sphere dur ing 

the age of  im per ial i sm  included thei r  

con trol  of  I nd ia at  the t im e. As thei r  

im per ial i st  tendencies extended eastward , 

I nd ians -  whether  H indu or  M usl im  -  

m oved to towns and ci t ies across Bur m a. 

Cur ren t day I nd ia and Bangladesh  border  

the nor thwest of  M yanm ar, wh i le Ch ina, 

L aos, and T hai land border  Easter n  

M yanm ar.M ost M usl im s sett led  in  the 

nor ther n  Rakh ine State, located  on  the 

west coast of  M yanm ar  d i rect ly  border ing 

Bangladesh , and these M usl im s iden t i f y  

them selves as Roh ingya. T hey are 

descendan ts of  Ar ab or  M usl im  tr ader s 

whose fam i ly  l ines have establ ished roots 

w i th in  the land for  gener at ions.

I n t r odu ct i on

W hi le m any tend to associate 

I slam ophobia w i th  the W ester n  wor ld  

and wh i te nat ional ism , I slam ophobia is a 

global  cr isis that  has been  con tr ibut ing to 

one of  the lar gest refugee cr ises in  the 

wor ld  ?  the Roh ingya Cr isis. 

Buddh ist-M usl im  con f l i cts have resu l ted  

in  h igh  r ates of  d isp lacem en t of  Roh ingya 

peop le f leeing f rom  the Rakh ine State in  

M yanm ar  due to the atroci t ies com m i t ted  

against  them  by the Buddh ist  m ajor i ty  

state. Awareness of  th is cr isis shocks 

m any peop le, since popular  sen t im en t of  

Buddh ism  is of ten  posi t ive as peop le tend 

to see th is rel igious group  as paci f i sts. 

T h is paper  seeks to uncover  the sectar ian  

r ad ical i zat ion  that led  to Buddh ist  

v iolence against  M usl im s, alongside 

exp lor ing the h istor ical , pol i t i cal , and 

social  im p l icat ions of  v iolence. W hy are 

there p revai l ing tensions between  the two 

groups and what caused these tensions to 

escalate in to a f u l l - b lown  genocide? By 

using the theor ies of  Ethno- rel igious 

N at ional ism  and I nst i tu t ional ism  to help  

us analyze the si tuat ion  in  M yanm ar, we 

can  extr apolate the fol low ing: rel igious 

tensions were encour aged and ut i l i zed  by 

gover nm en t author i t ies to bond the 

Bur m ese th rough  thei r  shared rel igion  of  

RELIGIOUS T EN SION S IN  M YA N M A R:  POLIT ICA L , H IST ORICA L , A N D SOCIA L  
IM PLICAT ION S

Ei leen  L iu , 20 21
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M yanm ar, the v iolence and atroci t ies 

com m i t ted  against  them  caused the 

populat ion  to dw ind le. T h rough  system ic 

rel igious and r acial  d iscr im inat ion , they 

were den ied  ci t i zensh ip , p reven t ing them  

f rom  obtain ing any r igh ts and 

gover nm en tal  wel f are assistance. T here 

always ex isted  M usl im -Buddh ist  con f l i ct . 

I n  f act , the str i fe between  M yanm ar  

Buddh ists and M usl im s dates back to 

W W I I  when  thei r  ideological  d i f ferences 

caused them  to suppor t  opposing sides; 

the Roh ingya sided w i th  the Br i t i sh  

colon ial i sts wh i le the Buddh ists 

suppor ted  the Japanese invader s. For  

exam ple, ?due to hum an  r igh ts v iolat ions, 

an  est im ated 20 0 ,0 0 0  Roh ingyas f led  to 

Bangladesh  f rom  1978 onward . A new 

wave of  an  est im ated 250 ,0 0 0  Roh ingya 

f led  to the coun tr y  in  1991? (Par n in i , 20 13, 

p .281). T hus, the con f l i ct  between  

M usl im s and Buddh ists in  M yanm ar  is 

not som eth ing new.

H owever, the last  exodus p resen ted an  

in ter nat ional ly  alar m ing con f l i ct . T h is 

began  on  August 25th , 20 17 when  state 

t r oops began  thei r  ?clear ance oper at ion ,? 

backed by local  Buddh ist  m obs, in  wh ich  

they bur ned Roh ingya v i l lages and 

ind iscr im inately  k i l led  civ i l ians (Reuter s 

Staf f , 20 20 ). T h is has becom e the wor ld?s 

f astest  grow ing refugee cr isis accord ing to 

the Un i ted  N at ions. W h i le there were 

Af ter  M yanm ar  gained independence 

f rom  Great Br i tain  in  1948, the new state 

of f i cial ly  recogn ized 135 ethn ic groups 

and categor ized them  in to eigh t 

ind igenous ?r aces.?H owever, ?the 

M yanm ar  gover nm en t and the 

over whelm ing populat ion  of  M yanm ar  

cal l  [the Roh ingya] i l legal  Bengal i  

m igr an ts f r om  neighbor ing 

Bangladesh? [thus] Roh ingya is not 

included am ong the 135 ethn ic groups in  

M yanm ar  recogn ized by the gover nm en t? 

(K ipgen , 20 13, p .30 0 ). T he Roh ingya were 

once al lowed to app ly  for  iden t i ty  cards, 

of fered  r igh ts, and m any even  ser ved in  

Par l iam en t, but  these pol icies changed 

when  the m i l i tar y  coup  seized 

gover nm en tal  power  in  1962. T he 

Bur m ese gover nm en t enacted pol icies 

that  for ced the Roh ingya to lose thei r  

ci t i zensh ip  status and be considered 

i l legal  im m igr an ts. H aving f am i l ial  t ies to 

the Rakh ine state spann ing gener at ions, 

dat ing f ur ther  back than  the Br i t i sh  

colon izat ion  of  Bur m a, the Roh ingya 

asser t  that  they have a claim  to the land 

and a r igh t  to be recogn ized by the 

M yanm ar  state. Today, M yanm ar  has a 

quasi - civ i l ian  system  of  dem ocr at ic 

gover nm en t, also known  as a hybr id  

dem ocr acy.

Al though  Roh ingya M usl im s represen ted 

the lar gest M usl im  populat ion  in  
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peop le, creat ing ethno- rel igious 

nat ional ism , wh ich  encour ages 

d iscr im inat ion  and sectar ian  con f l i cts. 

Ethno- rel igious nat ional ism  is based on  

r ace, ethn ici ty, and shared values, wh ich  

are easi ly  m an ipu lated  by the state but 

tend to be m ore d iscr im inator y and 

v iolen t. I n  th is case, we can  see d i rect  t ies 

between  M yanm ar  ci t i zensh ip , r el igion , 

and ethn ici ty. T h is d i f fer s f r om  civ ic 

nat ional ism , wh ich  is based on  equal  

r igh ts and secu lar  ci t i zensh ip , where 

peop le w i th in  a nat ion  are connected 

th rough  thei r  shared r igh ts, creat ing a 

m ore d iver se and peacefu l  society. 

H owever, using bel ief s and values to 

connect groups of  peop le tends to be 

easier  than  th rough  m an-m ade laws and 

doctr ines. I n  th is exam ple, being a ci t i zen  

of  the M yanm ar  state is of ten  t ied  to 

being Buddh ist  and ethn ical ly  Bur m ese. 

W h i le there is no of f i cial  state rel igion  

and there is a d iver se num ber  of  r el igions 

p r act iced, the populat ion  over whelm ingly  

consists of  Buddh ists. T h is m ajor i ty  has 

the power  to in f luence m edia and publ ic 

though t, social  r elat ions, and pol i t i cal  

pol i cy  in  thei r  f avor .

Even  before the independence, Bur m ese 

nat ional ists wan ted to asser t  thei r  

dom inance, and in  1930 , an t i -M usl im  and 

an t i -H indu r iots k i l led  hundreds. I n  1962, 

af ter  the m i l i tar y  jun ta takeover, the 

around one m i l l ion  Roh ingya l iv ing in  

M yanm ar  in  ear ly  20 17, m any were 

m urdered, d ied  of  star vat ion , or  were 

forced to f lee due to the state-sponsored 

ethn ic cleansing acts, such  as the bur n ing 

of  hom es and crops, the blockages of  

access to food supp l ies, use of  r ape, and 

open  gun f i r e. T he num ber  of  Roh ingya 

st i l l  l i v ing in  the Rakh ine state dropped to 

around 40 0 ,0 0 0  in  D ecem ber  20 17. T he 

Roh ingya have for m ed thei r  own  m i l i t ia, 

ARSA (Ar akan  Roh ingya Salvat ion  Ar m y), 

const i tu ted  of  Roh ingya volun teer s and 

m en  pressured to take up  ar m s to f igh t  

back against  the state gover nm en t. T here 

con t inues to be Buddh ist-M usl im  

v iolence in  the Rakh ine state, and m any 

refugees are st i l l  seek ing a safe p lace to 

stay in  the neighbor ing coun tr ies such  as 

Bangladesh  and I ndonesia.

M yan m ar  T h r ou gh  T h eor et i cal  

Fr am ew or k s

Ethno-Religious Nationalism

T he sectar ian  v iolence is in  par t  caused 

by the im por tance of  ethn ic and rel igious 

iden t i ty  in  M yanm ar  because of  the 

strong t ies between  Buddh ist  and 

Bur m ese iden t i t ies. Post- colon ial  

M yanm ar  saw a str uggle w i th  leader sh ip  

and nat ional  iden t i ty  af ter  gain ing 

independence f rom  Br i tain  in  1949. T hus, 

the gover n ing leader s used the m ajor i ty  

Buddh ist  r el igious iden t i ty  to connect i ts 
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con f l i cts that  lead to the debate as to what 

i t  m eans to be ?French? or  ?Bur m ese.? By 

m ak ing the nat ional  iden t i ty  dependen t 

upon  shared values and ethn ici ty  r ather  

than  sim p ly  based on  shared r igh ts and 

ci t i zensh ip , there is a greater  chance for  

m ar ginal izat ion  of  m inor i ty  groups and 

?other ing? of  those who do not f i t  the 

m old  the state creates. By consisten t ly  

push ing M usl im s out and d i f feren t iat ing 

them  f rom  the rest  of  the populat ion , 

they are essen t ial ly  group ing al l  ethn ical ly  

Bur m ese peop le together  wh i le exclud ing 

the Roh ingya and doing so im p l icates 

that the Roh ingya do not belong. T he 

ethn ical ly  Bur m ese also claim  the 

Roh ingya are ?incom pat ible? w i th  ?[thei r ]  

t r ad i t ions, [so] what const i tu tes a 

putat ively  authen t ic Bur m ese ci t i zen  or  

t r ad i t ion  is put in to quest ion , even  

poten t ial ly  under m ined? 

(Pr asse-Freem an , 20 13, p .3). By ar gu ing 

that the Roh ingya are not a par t  of  Bur m a 

because of  thei r  d i f feren t t r ad i t ions, the 

Bur m ese are using thei r  ethno- rel igious 

nat ional ism  to segregate and al ienate the 

Roh ingya populat ion  because of  thei r  

d i f ferences in  cu l tures and tr ad i t ions.

Institutionalism

I nst i tu t ional ism  focuses on  the role of  

inst i tu t ions in  shap ing the goals that  

actor s can  pur sue, thereby shap ing the 

act ions in  wh ich  they can  par take. T h is 

ethn ical ly  Bur m ese ci t i zens passed 

pol icies that  restr i cted  and l im i ted  the 

r igh ts of  the Roh ingya. T hey restr i cted  

ci t i zensh ip  to on ly  those whose 

descendan ts l i ved  there before 1823, 

thereby d isen f r anch ising the sever al  

thousands of  im m igr an ts who rem ained. 

T he M usl im s l iv ing in  the Rakh ine State 

were also l im i ted  in  thei r  abi l i ty  to leave 

because of  local  and tr avel  r egu lat ions. By 

not recogn izing the Roh ingya, the 

Bur m ese gover nm en t im p l icates that 

they are i l legal  im m igr an ts w i th  no legal  

and civ i l  r igh ts in  the society. By 

por tr ay ing the Roh ingya as al iens and 

bar r ing them  f rom  ci t i zensh ip , i t  f u r ther  

rein forces the sen t im en t that  they are 

i l legal  im m igr an ts f r om  Bangladesh . 

T hei r  lack of  ci t i zensh ip  p reven ts them  

f rom  having the sam e r igh ts as other  

M yanm ar  peop le and f rom  having any 

power  in  gover nm en t and pol i t i cs.

I n  add i t ion , the Bur m ese gover nm en t 

at tem pts to separ ate Roh ingya f rom  

M yanm ar  as a whole. T he state w ishes to 

exclude the m inor i ty  group  f rom  the 

state by str ipp ing thei r  Roh ingya iden t i ty  

away f rom  them . I nstead, they sim p ly  

refer  to them  as ?Bengal i? to f ur ther  

en force the bel ief  that  they are 

im m igr an ts w i th  no r igh t f u l  claim  to 

ci t i zensh ip . Sim i lar  to French  secu lar ism  

or  laici té, there are m inor i ty / m ajor i ty  
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dom inance of  ethn ic Bur m ese al lows for  

a ?h igh  level  of  nat ional ism  def ined along 

ethn ic l ines [that]  tends to just i f y  an  

extrem e standpoin t , [enabl ing] leader s to 

create scapegoats out of  m inor i t ies and 

reduce the scope to m anage in ter group  

tensions? (Bur ke, 20 16, p . 260 ). I n  a 

polar ized env i ronm en t as such , there is 

l i t t le space to p rom ote thei r  shared values 

or  com m on  goals. Rather , the ethn ic 

m ajor i ty  choose to m ar ginal ize the 

Roh ingya to p reven t opposi t ion .

M any Buddh ist  m onks in  the coun tr y  also 

inci te v iolence towards th is group  sim p ly  

due to thei r  d i f ference in  f ai th . Buddh ist  

nat ional ism  always had deep roots in  

M yanm ar  pol i t i cal  h istor y  but has 

becom e m ore p rom inen t in  recen t year s. 

Buddh ism  has seen  a decl ine in  i ts 

relevance and an  increase in  fear s that  the 

r i se of  I slam  is a d i rect  at tack on  thei r  

r el igion . T he ?l i f t ing of  m i l i tar y  jun ta 

con trols on  f ree expression  and assem bly 

led  to popul ist  m obi l i zat ion  of  hard-core 

and deep ly  fel t  gr ievances about 

Buddh ism  being under  siege f rom  the 

forces of  m oder n i ty, global ism , and 

I slam ? (Cal lahan , 20 18, p .251). As the 

pol i t i cal  atm osphere al lows m ore 

oppor tun i t ies for  Buddh ists to spread 

thei r  r el igion , the Buddh ist  Bur m ese are 

able to spread m ore an t i -M usl im  

sen t im en ts to other  ethn ic Bur m ese 

theor y posi ts that  a path -dependency can  

be created by inst i tu t ions. T hus, th is 

theor y em phasizes the im por tance and 

in f luence of  inst i tu t ions over  ind iv idual  

choice and act ion  ?  a str uctur al  approach  

to in ter nat ional  r elat ions. By using th is 

theor y to exp lain  the Roh ingya cr isis, we 

see that the author i ty  of  r el igious and 

pol i t i cal  inst i tu t ions has always p layed a 

lar ge role in  thei r  society. Rel igious 

leader s, m onks, and pol i t i cians use thei r  

power  to m obi l i ze the m asses, f r am e and 

in f luence publ ic percep t ion , and can  

u l t im ately  ei ther  inci te v iolence or  

advocate for  peace between  d i f feren t 

rel igious groups.

T he or igin  for  the tensions can  be tr aced 

back to the m i l i tar y  jun ta that  took over  

in  1962 where the d ictator sh ip  p rom oted 

f ier ce nat ional ism  based on  the coun tr y?s 

m ajor i ty  Buddh ist  iden t i ty, and singled  

out the Roh ingya as a com m on  enem y to 

un i te the populat ion . T he m i l i tar y  jun ta 

used rel igious d i f ferences to thei r  

advan tage by focusing on  the bond ing of  

Buddh ist  ci t i zens and the isolat ion  of  the 

Roh ingya group . T he M yanm ar  

gover nm en t, w i th  i ts use of  technology 

and social  m ed ia, i s able to t r ansfor m  

social  per spect ives towards M usl im s and 

use fear  to scapegoat and blam e th is 

m inor i ty  group . M yanm ar  consists of  

m any d i f feren t ethn ic groups, but the 
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ci te speci f i c scr ip tures, ?the power  of  U  

W i r athu?s words and thei r  r esonance 

am ong h is l i stener s are enhanced by a set  

of  f actor s that  of ten  go unexam ined in  

stud ies of  the in ter act ion  of  r el igion  and 

pol i t i cs? (W alton , 20 16, p .797). M eanwh i le, 

Si tagu Sayadaw, dur ing h is ser m ons, 

would  ?suggest that  the k i l l i ng of  those 

who are not Buddh ist  cou ld  be just i f ied  

on  the grounds that they were not 

com plete hum ans, or  indeed hum ans at  

al l? (Fu l ler , 20 17, par a.1). T hese 

nat ional ist i c Buddh ist  m onks have used 

de-hum an izat ion  and ?other ing? 

techn iques on  the Roh ingya M usl im s to 

defend thei r  inci tem en t of  v iolence 

towards the Roh ingya.

Because the gover nm en t i s a hybr id  

dem ocr acy, where the for m er  m i l i tar y  

jun ta now has a lar ge role and im pact in  

the gover nm en t, the newly created 

gover nm en tal  inst i tu t ion  p rov ides the 

for m er  m i l i tar y  jun ta leader s m any 

benef i ts and in f luence. T h is str ucture 

l im i ts the ef fect iveness and in tegr i ty  of  

the dem ocr at ic p rocesses of  the 

ostensibly  dem ocr at ical ly  elected  

gover nm en t. Since the tr ansi t ion  f rom  a 

m i l i tar y  state to a dem ocr acy, the m i l i tar y  

has retained m ass am oun ts of  power  

wh ich  consequen t ly  h inder s the abi l i ty  of  

the M yanm ar  leader  Suu Ky i , the f i r st  

dem ocr at ical ly  elected  leader  and N obel  

ci t i zens. T he Buddh ist  m onks use 

technology to f i l l  hate speech  nar r at ives 

that go v i r al  on  social  m ed ia and 

con tr ibute to a r i se of  an t i -M usl im  

v iolence across the coun tr y. T hey blam e 

M usl im s for  the lack of  econom ic 

p rosper i ty, claim ing they r u in  the state 

and do not deser ve wel f are because of  the 

stereotype that they have lar ge f am i l ies 

and over r un  the coun tr y. Two of  the m ost 

p rom inen t m onks in  M yanm ar  that  inci te 

th is v iolence are U  W i r athu and Si tagu 

Sayadaw. T hey ar gue for  the rel igious 

just i f i cat ions for  al ienat ing and 

m urder ing of  the Roh ingya. T hey defend 

thei r  act ions by say ing that they are 

sim p ly  defend ing Buddh ism  f rom  

M usl im  at tacks. W h i le Buddh ism  is the 

m ajor i ty  rel igion  and the Roh ingya are 

those who suf fer  and d ie f r om  Buddh ist  

at tacks, the m onks ar gue instead that 

Buddh ism  is under  at tack and decl in ing. 

U  W i r athu has p reached dur ing h is 

teach ings of  the dhar m a, ?T hese days, 

whatever  you do, you need to do i t  f r om  

a nat ional ist  per spect ive.... O ur  ex istence 

as a Bur m ese Buddh ist  nat ion  has been  

th reatened? (W alton , 20 16, p .796). H ence, 

the fol lower s have perceived the 

teach ings as a need to p rotect  thei r  

coun tr y  f r om  M usl im s who are v iolen t, 

im m or al , and com m i t  acts of  cr im e such  

as r ape and m urder. W h i le he does not 
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envi ronm en t has also con tr ibuted  to the 

grounds for  the genocide th rough  the 

lack of  in ter nat ional  p ressures. 

I slam ophobia -  p revalen t in  other  

coun tr ies and used in  the r hetor ic of  

other  wor ld  leader s -  in f luences 

M yanm ar ?s own  f r am ing of  the Roh ingya 

cr isis. I n  add i t ion , the in ter nat ional  

com m un i ty  i s not l i kely  to reinstate 

sanct ions on  M yanm ar, hav ing on ly  

recen t ly  l i f ted  them  and real izing the 

econom ic ef fects of  such . For  exam ple, 

the Un i ted  States, desp i te our  strong 

stance against  hum an  r igh ts abuses at  the 

in ter nat ional  level , ?now has l i t t le appet i te 

for  sanct ions, given  the evolv ing 

econom ic and str ategic h igh  stakes in  the 

coun tr y  and the region ,? and ?M yanm ar ?s 

neighbor s Ch ina and I nd ia are vy ing for  

access for  thei r  am bi t ious and com pet ing 

connect iv i ty  p rojects, wh ich  include 

roads and p ipel ines? (Fai r , 20 19, p .153). 

T hese econom ies as inst i tu t ions have 

al lowed for  these acts of  ethn ic cleansing, 

al though  not accep ted, to be over looked 

for  the econom ic and pol i t i cal  

sel f - in terests of  states.

Con clu si on

M uch  of  the an t i -Roh ingya sen t im en t 

stem  f rom  the v iew that they p resen t a 

th reat to Bur m ese nat ional  secur i ty  and 

the p revai l ing nat ional  m y th  that  

Buddh ism  is at  r i sk of  being over r un  by 

Pr ize w inner, to give in  to in ter nat ional  

p ressures and help  the Roh ingya. She 

legal ly  has no power  to d i rect  the m i l i tar y  

or  broader  secur i ty  for ces to act  against  

the coun tr y?s suprem e m i l i tar y  

com m ander s since the m i l i tar y  has 

retained i ts absolu te author i ty  over  

M yanm ar 's defenses, in ter nal  secur i ty, 

and border  con trol . M any con tr ibute Suu 

Ky i?s sur p r ising si lence on  the Roh ingya 

to the f act  that  ?the posi t ion  of  

M yanm ar ?s dem ocr at ic opposi t ion  is 

am biguous at  best and at  wor st  a m i r ror  

of  the m i l i tar y?s cur ren t and h istor ic 

posi t ion? (L ee, 20 14, p .326). H ence, Suu 

Ky i?s si len t  com pl ici ty  on  th is i ssue m ay 

not be a sign  of  her  agreem en t, but  

r ather , a sign  that she has her  hands t ied , 

since the m i l i tar y  has den ied  m any 

power s the head of  the gover nm en t 

requested.

Because of  the power  str uggle between  

the dem ocr at ic gover nm en t and m i l i tar y  

for ces, the gover nm en t has becom e less 

represen tat ive of  thei r  peop le and 

accoun table for  i ts act ions. T he 

gover nm en t d isen f r anch ises the ethn ic 

m inor i ty  as a whole and refuses to be 

tr ansparen t and accoun table for  i ts 

act ions. I n  add i t ion , the m ere f act  that  the 

m i l i tar y  im pacts the gover nm en t 

i l lustr ates the dem ocr at ic gover nm en t?s 

lack of  autonom y. T he in ter nat ional  
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pol i t i cal  tensions between  the two groups, 

we can  better  under stand what led  to the 

genocide in  M yanm ar. T he pol i t i cal  

inst i tu t ions, headed by the ethn ic 

Bur m ese m ajor i ty, also encour age the 

acts of  ethn ic cleansing, p resen t ing an  

obstacle for  the dem ocr at ical ly -elected  

leader sh ip  to in ter vene.

Just as in ter nat ional  in f luences f rom  the 

Br i t i sh  and Japanese con tr ibuted  to the 

h istor y  of  tensions between  the Roh ingya 

and Bur m ese, the ef fects of  

con tem por ar y global izat ion  and 

in ter nat ional  sof t  power  have also lef t  an  

im pact on  M yanm ar. Future research  in to 

th is top ic can  exp lore the im pacts of  

global izat ion  on  the econom ic insecur i ty  

in  M yanm ar, and how th is m ay im pact 

the r ad ical i zat ion  of  Buddh ist  m onks.
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h igh l igh t ing the devastat ion  Presiden t 

Tr um p's foreign  pol icy created over  t im e. 

U l t im ately, wh i le pol i t i cal  cr i t i cism  and 

skep t icism  accom pan ied the p residen t 

th roughout h is ter m , he unapologet ical ly  

p roceeded w i th  a str uctur al i st  approach , 

deter ior at ing wor ld  order  for  the sake of  

Am er ican  in terest .

Str u ctu r al  Real i sm : Rebr an d in g 

A m er i can  For ei gn  Pol i cy

Str uctur al  r eal i sm  m ain tains th ree cen tr al  

t r u ths: 1. states ex ist  in  an  anarch ic 

system ; there is no h igher  author i ty  to 

bai l  them  out in  d i re si tuat ions; 2. states 

assum e al l  neighbor ing states have m al ign  

in ten t ions; 3. power  is the cur rency of  the 

in ter nat ional  system . Given  these tr u ths, 

states oper ate in  an  in f in i te quest to 

out-power  and outper for m  each  other . 

D oing so ensures a state's sur v ival  in  an  

env i ronm en t that  seeks to consum e i t . 

D unne (20 16) breaks str uctur al  r eal i sts 

in to two groups: defensive real i sts and 

of fensive real i sts. D efensive real i sts 

accep t the str uctur al  r eal i st  t r u th  of  power  

but con test  i ts m axim izat ion . T hey war n  

th is approach  is dead ly, as the 

in ter nat ional  str ucture natur al ly  balances 

against  m ajor  power s, on ly  al low ing br ief  

D esp i te a bi t ter  elect ion  season  and losing 

the popular  vote, a real-estate m ogul  

em er ged v ictor ious and ascended to the 

wor ld 's h ighest posi t ion  of  leader sh ip  in  

Januar y 20 17. H ow Presiden t D onald  

Tr um p r an  the coun tr y  f r om  then  

onward  has been  in ter p reted  in  

num er able ways, but chaot ic, un r u ly, and 

un -Am er ican  m ake up  the m ajor i ty  

op in ion . Som e of  h is har shest cr i t i cs 

include h is p residen t ial  p redecessor s, 

of ten  asham ed of  Presiden t Tr um p's 

dom est ic pol i cy  and even  m ore d istur bed 

by how he has chosen  to gover n  the 

Un i ted  States at  the in ter nat ional  level  

(Blackw i l l , 20 20 ).

T h is essay seeks to exp lain  Presiden t 

Tr um p's seem ingly  tur bu len t foreign  

pol icy th rough  a str uctur al  r eal i st  lens. 

Speci f i cal ly, i t  w i l l  assum e that the 

p residen t m ay not have been  the i l l - f i t  

leader  we perceive, but r ather , 

uncom for tably  real i st  in  a l iber al  wor ld . 

T h is essay w i l l  exp lore how the p residen t 

used h is p r ior  exper t i se as a hard-bal l  

negot iator  in  a business sett ing to d r ive 

h is foreign  pol icy success. T hat i s, how 

d id  he al ter  wor ld  pol i t i cs, and w i th  what 

pur pose? T h is p iece w i l l  then  close w i th  a 

poststr uctur al i st  coun ter ar gum en t 

POW ER, POLIT ICS, A N D PROSPERIT Y:  DON A L D  T RUM P'S FOREIGN  POLICY  
T H ROUGH  A  ST RUCT URA L  REA LIST  L EN S

Pr iya Tum m alapal l i , 20 22
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T h e T r an sact i on al  M an  M akes A m er i ca 

Gr eat

G. Richard  Shel l , an  award-w inn ing 

scholar  and author  at  the W har ton  School  

of  the Un iver si ty  of  Pennsy lvan ia, 

publ ished a rev iew essay that com pares 

D onald  J. T r um p to the wel l - known  

negot iat ion  str ategy m odel  dubbed T he 

Tr ansact ional  M an  (T .M .). Shel l  (20 19) 

ar gues that the p residen t 's adm in istr at ive 

approach  resem bles m any of  the T .M .'s 

hard-bal l  qual i t ies; T r um p's abi l i ty  to 

t r anscend eth ical  nor m s w i thout 

conscience anchored h im  to be a r u th less 

real i st  at  the in ter nat ional  level . T he 

Tr ansact ional  M an  sets h igh  goals, tar gets 

other s' m ot ivat ions to gain  lever age, 

m an ipu late percep t ions, and anchor  the 

bar gain ing r ange at  h is end (Shel l , 20 19, 

p .32), W i th  p recision , Presiden t Tr um p 

behaved in  sync w i th  the T .M . m odel : 

m ak ing tal l  claim s, d iscred i t ing the p ress, 

gasl igh t ing h is adv isor s, and refusing to 

en ter  negot iat ion  room s that d id  not 

ser ve h im . Tr um p rel i shed in  th is power  

str ategy ; h is br and th r ived on  the T .M . 

m odel , so he em br aced al l  i t  of fered , 

using "... bold  strokes, d r am at ic f lai r , and 

robber-baron - in fused rom ance to 

p rom ote h im sel f  as the u l t im ate 

Tr ansact ional  M an" (Shel l , 20 19, p .33). 

T h is br and -  wh ich  we recogn ize under  

per iods of  hegem ony. O f fensive real i sts 

take an  opposing v iew; they advocate for  

states to pur sue hegem ony as a dur abi l i ty  

str ategy. O f fensive real i sts p rom ote 

power-gr abs and sel f - ser v ing pol icy as a 

m eans to an  end: sur v ival  (D unne, 20 16, 

pp .52-55).

From  day one, Presiden t Tr um p took h is 

posi t ion  at  the helm  as a f i r m  of fensive 

real i st . Power  acqu isi t ion  and p rotect ion  

were the hal lm ar ks of  h is adm in istr at ion . 

Under stand ing the cen tr al  elem en ts of  

str uctur al  r eal i sm  al lows us to put D onald  

Tr um p's d isordered foreign  pol icy in to 

con text . H is br ash  per sonal i ty  m ade h im  

un favor able am ong the m ajor i ty, 

u l t im ately  lead ing to h is f ai lu re to w in  

re-elect ion . H owever, upon  rev iew, we 

f ind  that Presiden t Tr um p's un - favor able 

conduct was relat ively  successfu l  at  the 

in ter nat ional  level . D esp i te Presiden t 

Tr um p's f ai lu re to glean  publ ic approval , 

he has ear ned a decen t evaluat ion  by 

foreign  pol icy com m i t tees for  h is at tem pt 

to secure the Un i ted  States' hegem ony in  

the W est.T herefore, str uctur al  r eal i sm  

exp lains that  Presiden t Tr um p acted  the 

way he d id  to at tain  U.S. power  w i th  the 

u l t im ate pur pose being sur v ival . But: why 

d id  Presiden t Tr um p abandon  the l iber al  

approach  nor m  and op t for  sel f - in terest? 

For  h im , i t  was on  br and.
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Speci f i cal ly, "Blackw i l l  ar gues that even  

though  m any of  Presiden t Tr um p's 

act ions have been  im petuous and the 

p residen t over sees a chaot ic and of ten  

dysfunct ional  pol i cym ak ing p rocess, 

som e of  h is foreign  pol icies are better  

than  h is cr i t i cs give h im  cred i t  for " 

(Counci l , 20 19, p .iv).

T he Counci l  ci tes th ree per sonal  

successes of  Presiden t Tr um p:

- heigh ten ing power-com pet i t ion  

w i th  m ajor  wor ld  power s

- rol l ing back the physical  cal iphate 

in  the M idd le East

- cr ack ing down  on  Ch ina's r i sing 

econom y and i ts in tel lectual  thef t

T hese so-cal led  successes, the f i r st  of  

wh ich  l iber al i sts would  por tr ay as an  

outr igh t  f ai lu re, are consisten t w i th  the 

str uctur al  r eal i st  theor y. Str uctur al  r eal i sts 

stress the state's vu lner abi l i ty, on ly  

m i t igated  th rough  power  accum ulat ion  

and p roject ion  (D unne, 20 17). T he Un i ted  

States is un fam i l iar  w i th  in t im idat ion ; as a 

un ipolar  power, the in ter nat ional  

str ucture long p rotected  and ser ved the 

Un i ted  States' in terests. H owever, w i th  

Ch ina's r i se to the W est, the M idd le East 's 

tur m oi l  in  the East, and al ienated al l ies at  

al l  sides, Presiden t Tr um p took a 

cur iously  par anoid  stance, accep t ing on ly  

relat ionsh ips that  heigh tened power  and 

the m on iker  "M ake Am er ica Great 

Again"-  would  launch  Tr um p in to h is 

p residency and gu ide h is hand 

th roughout h is ter m . Plain ly, M AGA is 

str uctur al  r eal i sm  in  act ion  and, 

u l t im ately, how U.S. foreign  pol icy 

becam e sel f - ser v ing, business-or ien ted , 

and focused on  passing the buck in  som e 

of  the wor ld 's m ost p ressing issues 

(D unne, 20 16).

T h e Eagle an d  D r agon  Com p ete: 

For ei gn  Pol i cy  Su ccess

W ithout deny ing the uneth ical  nature of  

h is approach  nor  how i l l - equ ipped he was 

in  cr i t i cal  si tuat ions, a f ai r  assessm en t of  

the Tr um p adm in istr at ion?s foreign  

pol icy requ i res consider at ion  of  h is 

v ictor ies as m uch  as h is defeats, I n  doing 

so, we m ust acknowledge h is sty le and 

deter m ine i ts ef f i cacy in  render ing 

success. Em ploy ing what we know of  

of fensive str uctur al  r eal i sts, D onald  

Tr um p was m ore successfu l  than  h is 

opponen ts would  l i ke to adm i t . For  

exam ple, accord ing to the Counci l  of  

Foreign  Relat ions (20 19), D onald  Tr um p's 

foreign  pol icy was a success f rom  a 

str i ct ly  independen t, nonpar t i san  

v iewpoin t . I n  i ts foreword , the author s 

acknowledge the r am pan t pol i t i cal  

un -en thusiasm  but u l t im ately  subdue 

those char ges to gr ade Tr um p object ively. 
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decades of  focus on  the M idd le East 

toward  an  er a of  heigh tened focus on  

Bei j ing as the greatest  ex isten t ial  th reat to 

the Un i ted  States in  com ing decades. 

Tr um p's f i r st  str ategy to take down  

Am er ica's grow ing neighbor  was to 

d iscred i t  Ch ina at  hom e. Just  as the 

Tr ansact ional  M an  feeds m ispercep t ion , 

D onald  Tr um p took on  dom est ic m ed ia 

out lets, then  fed  h is suppor ter s a gloom y 

nar r at ive of  Ch inese per i ls. Som e were 

tr ue; som e were fear-m onger ing. T he 

m ost com pel l ing th reat was h is 

adm in istr at ion 's war n ing of  in tel lectual  

thef t : "T hey successfu l ly  recr u i t  a f ai r  

num ber  of  laypeop le, academ ics, 

p rofessor s or  studen ts who m igh t not 

star t  out  necessar i ly  wor k ing for  the 

Ch inese gover nm en t, but  are even tual ly  

recr u i ted  and encour aged and 

incen t iv ized to becom e a condui t ," Paul  

Chan , the m anaging p r incipal  at  the Bi rd  

M arel la law f i r m  declared (Far ivar , 20 20 , 

par a.17). T he fol low ing response by the 

Com m ission  on  the T hef t  of  Am er ican  

I n tel lectual  Proper ty  al leged in tel lectual  

p roper ty  thef t  costs the U.S. econom y 

hundreds of  bi l l i ons of  dol lar s each  year, 

and Ch ina is" 'the wor ld 's p r incipal  IP 

in f r inger '" (Far ivar , 20 20 , par a.15). 

Presiden t Tr um p choked out Ch ina's A.I . 

f r aud w i th  a f i r m  gr ip . T he Counci l  of  

d ism issing those that m igh t lessen  i t . 

W i th  no "n igh t-watchm an" to p rotect  

Am er ica's secur i ty, the p residen t bel ieves 

he w i l l  best  p rotect  and secure Am er ican  

in terest  th rough  power  m axim izat ion . 

T hus, the hal lm ar ks of  of fensive 

str uctur al  r eal i sm  -  buck-passing, secur i ty  

com pet i t ion , and sel f - indu lgence -  si tuate 

com for tably  beneath  the p residen t 's 

hand.

Closing in  on  the Counci l?s th i r d  poin t , 

th is essay w i l l  elabor ate on  how the 

p residen t reim agined Am er ica's 

relat ionsh ip  w i th  Ch ina as an  especial ly  

i l lustr at ive exam ple of  the Tr ansact ional  

M an  and of fensive str uctur al  r eal i sm  

shak ing hands across the table and as the 

key to exp lain ing how un -chaot ic the 

p residen t 's foreign  pol icy approach  was. 

Under  Tr um p, the u l t im ate "neighbor  

par anoia" com plex p layed out on  the 

in ter nat ional  stage. Auxi l iar y  par anoia 

cases include heigh tened 

an t i - im m igr at ion  pol icies tar get ing 

M exican  and L at inx refugees and 

w i thdr awal  f r om  the N or th  Am er ican  

Free Tr ade Agreem en t. As for  the m ain  

issue at  hand, Robbie Gr am er, a 

d ip lom acy and nat ional  secur i ty  repor ter  

at  Foreign  Pol icy, breaks down  Tr um p's 

str i ke on  Ch ina. For  four  year s, the 

Tr um p adm in istr at ion  red i rected  the U.S. 

nat ional  secur i ty  appar atus away f rom  
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the in ter nat ional  level  and took on  the 

ver y arch i tecture that  th reatens to sh i f t  

and re-balance power. Ch ina is what 

str uctur al  r eal i sts refer  to as a rev ision ist  

state; i t  wan ts to m ove and ascend the 

wor ld  order  h ier archy. T here is a 

con ten t ious debate am ong I n ter nat ional  

Relat ions scholar s as to whether  Ch ina is 

con ten t w i th  i ts cur ren t posi t ion  of  power  

or  seeks to rev ise the stand ing wor ld  

order  (D unne, 20 17). I n  th is case, the 

p residen t chooses to in ter p ret  Ch ina as a 

rev ision ist  state. Seek ing to m ain tain  

un ipolar i ty, Presiden t Tr um p rejects 

Ch ina's desi re to ascend the in ter nat ional  

str ucture h ier archy and balances the 

Un i ted  States against  Ch inese in terests. 

T he Tr um p adm in istr at ion  dropped out 

of  the Tr ans-Paci f i c Par tner sh ip  (T PP); 

ci t ing Ch ina's p rof i teer ing f rom  the T PP 

as a th reat: "Ch ina is using econom ic 

inducem en ts and penal t ies, in f luence 

oper at ions, and im p l ied  m i l i tar y  th reats 

to per suade other  states to heed i ts 

pol i t i cal  and secur i ty  agenda" (USI T O, 

20 19, par a.2). Add i t ional ly, the Tr um p 

adm in istr at ion  occup ied  con tested  

ter r i tor y  in  the Paci f i c. By m oving navy 

f leets in to the South  Ch ina Sea, the 

Un i ted  States checks the blue water  

in f luence Ch ina has bu i l t  in  the heavi ly  

t r af f i cked Paci f i c t r ade route (Blackw i l l , 

Foreign  Relat ions speci f ies, "O n  Febr uar y 

11th , 20 19, Presiden t Tr um p signed the 

Am er ican  A.I . I n i t iat ive execut ive order , 

to p rom ote sustained investm en t in  A.I . 

[ar t i f i cial  in tel l igence] R& D  in  

col labor at ion  w i th  industr y, academ ia, 

in ter nat ional  par tner s and al l ies, and 

other  non -Feder al  en t i t ies,' to 'r educe 

bar r ier s to the use of  A.I . technologies to 

p rom ote thei r  innovat ive app l icat ion ,' 

and to t r ain  the next gener at ion  of  

Am er ican  A.I . r esearcher s and user s 

th rough  appren t icesh ips; sk i l ls p rogr am s; 

and educat ion  in  science, technology, 

engineer ing, and m athem atics'" 

(Blackw i l l , 20 20 , p .11). T h is ev idence, 

coup led  w i th  the residual  d istr ust  of  the 

Com m un ist  r egim e stem m ing f rom  the 

Red Scare in  the ear ly  190 0 s, led  the 

p residen t 's suppor ter s to bel ieve h is 

claim s of  nat ional  vu lner abi l i ty. Fear  on  

the par t  of  the p residen t 's polar ized 

elector ate gathered the dom est ic suppor t  

needed to suppor t  a str uctur al  r eal i st  

approach .

Sim i lar ly, str uctur al  r eal i sts l i ke Ken  

W altz ar gue that the in ter nat ional  

system 's str ucture pushes states to act  

aggressively  and engage in  secur i ty  

com pet i t ion . T he root causes of  th is 

par anoia are the arch i tecture of  wor ld  

pol i t i cs. D onald  Tr um p escalated  the 

dom est ic par anoia of  a r i sing Ch ina to 
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approach . Un fazed by Ch ina's en r aged 

response, Presiden t Tr um p pushed tar i f f s 

w i th  l i t t le concer n  for  in ter nat ional  or  

dom est ic consequences. T he fuel  that  

powered h is decisions was not equ i ty  or  

sustainabi l i ty ; nei ther  of  those are T .M . or  

str uctur al  r eal i sts' qual i t ies. H e in tended 

to send a m essage, to broadcast and 

p roject  h is br and: Am er ica Fi r st .

A Poststr u ctu r al i st  Cr i t i qu e: B r eak i n g 

W or ld  O r der

D esp i te the success of  the p residen t 's 

foreign  pol icy, he has f al len  shor t  in  

approval . D om est ic approval  r at ings are 

low. Abroad, the Counci l  of  Foreign  

Relat ions repor ted  that under  h is 

leader sh ip , "...the Un i ted  States is m ore 

unpopular  w i th  publ ics in  m any 

dem ocr at ic coun tr ies than  i t  has been  at  

any t im e since such  pol l ing began  in  

20 0 1" (Blackw i l l , 20 20 , p .3). 

Poststr uctur al i sm  exp lains where th is 

d iscon ten t com es f rom  and the danger  

h is str uctur al  r eal i st  approach -successfu l  

on ly  w i th in  a sm al l  r ange-  poses to the 

wor ld  order . T h is essay opened to exp lain  

the Tr um p adm in istr at ion 's pol i cy  

decisions. For  a thorough  analysis, 

object ive, nonpar t i san  conclusions are 

im per at ive. H owever, in  th is sect ion , we 

w i l l  exp lore cr i t i cism s: why desp i te h is 

m inor  success, the p residen t w i l l  never  

20 20 ). M i l i tar y  power  p roject ion  is 

f undam en tal  to the p residen t 's resistance 

to Ch ina's r i se in  the W est. Str uctur al  

r eal i sts v iew power  acqu isi t ion  as a 

sustainable p r act ice: any t r act ion  w i l l  

out last  the costs.

Aside f rom  m i l i tar y  power  p roject ion , the 

p residen t im posed tar i f f s and 

strengthened p roxy relat ions. W or k ing 

th rough  the I ndo-Paci f i c "Q uad" group , 

the Tr um p adm in istr at ion  coord inated  

regional  pol i cy  w i th  I nd ia, Japan , and 

Austr al ia. Strengthen ing relat ionsh ips 

w i th  sur round ing coun tr ies ensures there 

w i l l  be al l ies who balance against  the 

r i sing super power. H owever, these p roxy 

al l iances al ienate the p residen t f r om  

cur ren t al l ies and under m ine the Free 

W or ld  im age. N otably, the Un i ted  States' 

r elat ionsh ip  w i th  Pr im e M in ister  M od i  

and Presiden t Put in -  both  known  

nat ional ists, author i tar ian  leader s-  

signaled  the star t  of  abnor m al al l iances 

and con fused our  European  al l ies. Far  

m ore concer n ing is the relat ionsh ip  

between  Presiden t Tr um p and Presiden t 

Put in  fol low ing the r um ored Russian  

col lusion  in  the Un i ted  States 20 16 

p residen t ial  elect ion . N ever theless, p roxy 

relat ions were necessar y for  a successfu l  

str uctur al i st  approach . As for  the tar i f f s 

im posed, Presiden t Tr um p wor r ied  

econom ists w i th  h is hard-nosed 
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and r am pan t inequi ty. Poststr uctur al i sm  

seeks to f i x that .

Poststr uctur al i sm  asser ts that  noth ing l ies 

beyond the bounds of  d iscour se; 

per spect ive and iden t i ty  al low states to 

bu i ld  relat ionsh ips over  d i f ference, 

con tr ar y  to the im per ial  nar r at ive. 

N am ely, Presiden t Tr um p ignored the 

poststr uctur al i st  set t ing and p r ior i t i zed  

h is represen tat ion  over  other s', lead ing to 

sign i f i can t pol i t i cal  consequences at  

hom e and abroad. T h is cr i t ique str i kes 

the p residen t for  h is inconsider ate 

approach  to Am er ican  foreign  pol icy. T he 

str uctur al  r eal i st  and T .M . m odels do not 

f avor  equ i ty ; both  advocate for  zero-sum  

p lays, power  accum ulat ion , and exclusion . 

To th is end, states are encour aged to 

oper ate as sel f i sh , r at ional  actor s w i th  no 

consider at ion  for  the per ipher y or  even  

the total i ty  of  al l  in ter nat ional  system  

par t i cipan ts. As D onald  Tr um p em ploys 

th is sel f - ser v ing approach , we w i tness 

global  destr uct ion  in  the long r un .

As D unne (20 16) states, the poststr uctur al  

cr i t ique is "inescapably  eth ical" as i t  i s 

concer ned w i th  change and developm en t 

(p .20 6). D onald  Tr um p chose to regress 

the wor k ach ieved by h is p redecessor s 

and in ter nat ional  al l ies in  p rogress 

towards th is change. Regression  cam e 

w i th  the p residen t 's refusal  to engage in  

escape the scath ing rev iew by esteem ed 

of f i cials, p residen t ial  p redecessor s, 

in ter nat ional  al l ies, and ci t i zens at  hom e. 

T he sam e cr i t i cism  shared by the 

m ajor i ty  constr ucts the f r am ewor k of  

what we know as poststr uctur al i st  theor y.

Poststr uctur al i sm  speaks about wor ld  

pol i t i cs f r om  a "van tage poin t ." T h is poin t  

i s bu i l t  h igh  by the ind iv idual 's physical , 

incor poreal , ideological , and h istor ical  

nar r at ive. T he relat ionsh ip  between  

knowledge and power  is m ost sign i f i can t 

in  wor ld  af f ai r s. W e m ust consider  the 

of t - ignored state iden t i ty  (i ts van tage 

poin t) to in ter p ret  and p red ict  behavior  

in  the in ter nat ional  system  (D unne, 20 16, 

p .197). T he Un i ted  States rests atop  a 

wh i te, W ester n  m ale-dom inated posi t ion . 

T hus, U.S. iden t i ty  i s best posi t ioned to 

m an ipu late the in ter nat ional  str ucture to 

f avor , p rom ote, and in f luence 

in ter nat ional  social  r elat ions. To th is end, 

poststr uctur al i sm  of fer s an  ethos r ather  

than  an  exp lanator y f r am ewor k . I t  asks 

for  the state and i ts pol i cym aker s to 

consider  posi t ion  and p r iv i lege in  the 

h ier arch ical  wor ld  order . 

Poststr uctur al i sts aim  to help  us 

incor por ate equ i ty  in  global  af f ai r s: 

r ecogn ize one's p lace, act  accord ingly. 

Prev ious in ter nat ional  par ad igm s 

aggressively  ignored quest ions of  

sel f - r ef lect ion , hegem on ic responsibi l i ty, 
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f ai led  to consider  the posi t ions of  h is 

al l ies and opponen ts. W i thout th is 

insigh t, the Un i ted  States' foreign  pol icy 

success is shor t- l i ved  and l i kely  

detr im en tal  to global  developm en t in  the 

long r un .T he Presiden t of  the Counci l  of  

Foreign  Relat ions m ay have ci ted  

Presiden t Tr um p's str uctur al i st  foreign  

pol icy decisions as successfu l , for  wh ich , 

indeed they are; but  what should  be 

join t ly  considered is the consequence of  

h is foreign  pol icy decisions on  wor ld  

order  and developm en t. I n  wh ich  case, 

the p residen t f al ls gr avely  shor t  of  any 

success.

Con clu si on

T h is essay tr udged th rough  r am pan t 

d isapproval  to m ake sense of  Presiden t 

Tr um p's seem ingly  i r ate, d isordered 

foreign  pol icy and deter m ine i ts ef f i cacy 

for  the U.S. adm in istr at ion  and ci t i zens. 

Str uctur al  r eal i sm  -  m ore speci f i cal ly, 

of fensive real i sm  -  exp lains and 

legi t im izes the p residen t 's aggressive, 

sel f - in terested  pol icy approach . T he 

Counci l  on  Foreign  Relat ions concluded 

the p residen t evaluates decen t ly : m eet ing 

the cr i ter ia to be deem ed successfu l  in  h is 

approach  to Ch ina and other  

in ter nat ional  m atter s. H owever, the 

Poststr uctur al i st  ethos uncover s the 

num erous p i t f al ls and destr uct ive nature 

d iscour se. I nstead of  clear  

com m un icat ion  and seek ing negot iat ion , 

Tr um p chose to rely  on  m ater ial  

aggression  and sur pr ise retr act ions f rom  

m ult i later al  agreem en ts, cast ing aside 

tr ad i t ional , d ip lom at ic com m un icat ion  

m ethods. I f  he approved of  a state's wor k , 

he cut them  an  econom ic deal  and shook 

the leader 's hand on  telev ision . I f  he 

d isapproves, they are blasted  w i th  

sanct ions and given  a scath ing publ ic 

rev iew. T hus, poststr uctur al i sm  proves to 

be Presiden t Tr um p's wor st  cr i t i c: 

sham ing h im  for  h is choice to p r ior i t i ze 

sel f - in terest , destroy relat ionsh ips of  

d i f ference, and refuse to lead cam paigns 

of  in ter ven t ion  against  t r ad i t ional , 

exclusionar y p r act ices.

Poststr uctur al i sts value per spect ive and 

represen tat ion  as cr i t i cal  consider at ions 

and, thus, unavoidable when  engaging in  

in ter nat ional  d iscour se (D unne, 20 16 

p .216). Each  in ter nat ional  actor  i s 

com plex w i th  state h istor y, a com m on  

peop le, and sel f - in terests that  al l  have 

sign i f i cance. T he p residen t chose to 

d iscard  sign i f i cance w i th  the str uctur al  

r eal i st  approach ; h is greatest  f ai lu re was 

the del iber ate choice to step  up  and 

gover n  in  a nuanced, inequi table m anner. 

H e fai led  to consider  the Un i ted  States' 

ar ch i tecture, p lace, van tage poin t , and 

sign i f i cance. But m ore im por tan t ly, he 
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of  the p residen t 's decision  to f r eely  

exercise sel f - in terest  at  an  extrem e 

v iolat ion  of  in ter nat ional  order . Fai l ing to 

consider  d iscour se, exper ience, and 

strength  f rom  one's van tage poin t  on ly  

acts as a batter ing r am  against  change and 

p rogress. I n  a posi t ion  of  global  power  

leader sh ip , Tr um p's decisions were 

whol ly  i r r esponsible and uneth ical . 

Per haps, as the sun  sets on  D onald  

Tr um p's ter m , the incom ing 

Presiden t-elect , Joseph  Biden , w i l l  

r econst i tu te the Un i ted  States as a beacon  

of  developm en t and under stand ing. A 

retur n  to the Am er ican  oath  of  steady 

leader sh ip  m ay am end dam aged al l iances 

and restore d ign i ty  to our  nam e. Un t i l  

then , Am er ica m ust m ove for ward  w i th  

an  under stand ing of  the for m er  

p residen t 's er roneous pol icy decisions. 

Poststr uctur al i sts w isely  adv ise Am er ican  

foreign  pol icy to extend beyond our  own  

prosper i ty  and wor k in  tandem  w i th  the 

in ter nat ional  str ucture to ensure the 

global  wel lness.
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sever al  r easons for  the 20 19-20 20  

p rotests includ ing h istor ical  p receden t, 

m oder n izat ion  of  m ass m obi l i zat ion  

w i th in  H ong Kong due to m ass m ed ia, 

and increased censor sh ip  w i th in  H ong 

Kong.

Al though  the Fugi t ive O f fender s 

Am endm en t Bi l l?s, r efer red  to f r om  now 

on  as FOAB, in troduct ion  in to the 

legislature was the spar k that  k icked of f  

the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong p rotests, i t  i s 

an  am algam ation  of  f actor s that  led  to i ts 

con t inuance and in ter nat ional izat ion  

even  th rough  pol ice br u tal i ty  and the 

th reat of  COVID -19. H ong Kong?s pol ice, 

of f i cial  or  other w ise, m et p rotester s w i th  

br u te force wh ich  resu l ted  in  the 

evolu t ion  of  the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong 

p rotests in to being about som eth ing m ore 

than  just  the FOAB. T he back lash  

peacefu l  p rotester s received f rom  the 

gover nm en t and the pol ice force led  to 

d issen ter s ref lect ing on  lar ger  gr ievances 

w i th  the gover nm en t (W ong, 20 20 ). 

W h i le the p rotests star ted  due to the 

FOAB, they grew exponen t ial ly  due to 

p rev ious al ter cat ions w i th  Bei j ing and the 

H ong Kong legislature in  the past and the 

m oder n izat ion  of  m ass m ed ia.

I n t r odu ct i on

Since i ts designat ion  as a 

sem i -autonom ous region  of  Ch ina, H ong 

Kong has seen  sever al  bouts of  p rotest  

m ovem en ts f r om  i ts ci t i zens. T hough  the 

speci f i c reason  for  the m ovem en ts var y, 

these p rotests con t inuously  t ie back to the 

d iscrepancy of  in ter p retat ion  of  the ?O ne 

Coun tr y, Two System s? agreem en t 

between  p ro-Bei j ing and p ro-dem ocr acy 

ci t i zens in  H ong Kong. M ost recen t ly, the 

p rotests in  H ong Kong have taken  the 

in ter nat ional  stage as social  m ed ia and 

the m oder n izat ion  of  news al lowed the 

wor ld  to watch  p ro-dem ocr acy H ong 

Kong ci t i zens f lood the streets for  thei r  

bel ief s. T he in ter nat ional izat ion  of  the 

m ost recen t H ong Kong p rotests begs the 

quest ion : why d id , or  what act ions taken  

by the Ch inese gover nm en t d i rect ly  lead 

to, the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong p rotests 

occur  and how d id  they grow? 

Pro-dem ocr acy H ong Kong ci t i zens have 

claim ed that these p rotests were whol ly  

brough t on  by the in troduct ion  of  the 

Fugi t ive O f fender s Am endm en t Bi l l  in  

the H ong Kong legislature (Alber t , 20 19), 

but  th is paper  w i l l  show there are m any 

factor s that  have led  to and con t inued the 

p rotests. Fur ther m ore, i t  w i l l  analyze 

"REST ORE H ON G K ON G, REV OL UT ION  OF OUR T IM ES!" A  L OOK  IN T O 
T H E CAUSES OF T H E 2019-2020 H ON G K ON G PROT EST S

L au r en  Yen ar i , 20 22
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under  Br i t i sh  colon ial i sm  fol low ing the 

Fi r st  and Second O p ium  W ar s. I t  was not 

un t i l  1997 due to the Sino-Br i t i sh  Join t  

D eclar at ion  of  1984 that H ong Kong 

rem ained as a Br i t i sh  ter r i tor y. Br i t i sh  

colon ial i sm  had a sign i f i can t im pact on  

H ong Kong?s econom ic developm en t, and 

i ts relat ionsh ip  w i th  Ch ina as a whole. As 

a Br i t i sh  colony, H ong Kong was exposed 

to a f u l ly  W ester n  and m oder n ized 

econom ic system , wh ich  was extrem ely 

d i f feren t f r om  the com m un ist  m odel  that  

Ch ina fol lowed. As such , H ong Kong was 

a cap i tal i st  system  under  Great Br i tain  

wh ich  is why ?O ne Coun tr y, Two 

System s? has the cond i t ion  w i th in  i t  for  

H ong Kong to rem ain  as such  up  un t i l  

20 47 (Joseph , 20 19).

L ook ing at  th is f r om  a post- colon ial i st  

lens, Br i tain?s colon ial i st  per iod  over  

H ong Kong had im p l icat ions that 

con tr ibuted  to the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong 

p rotests. D ue to p rev ious W ester n  

colon ial i sm  and al ter cat ions w i th  the 

W est, the Ch inese Com m un ist  Par ty  i s 

inheren t ly  d istr ust ing of  W ester n  

in f luences wh ich  includes the idea of  

cap i tal i sm . By p roxy, the Ch inese 

Com m un ist  Par ty  i s extrem ely watch fu l  

over  H ong Kong and i ts econom ic and 

pol i t i cal  happen ings resu l t ing in  

f r ustr at ions of  lack of  autonom y f rom  

pro-dem ocr acy H ong Konger s (Yung, 

H istor i cal  Pr eceden t

Previous clashes between  the Ch inese 

Com m un ist  Par ty, p ro-Bei j ing H ong 

Kong legislator s, and p ro-dem ocr acy 

H ong Kong legislator s have sign i f i can t ly  

con tr ibuted  to the em er gence of  the 

20 19-20 20  H ong Kong p rotests. T hey 

caused resen tm en t between  p ro-Bei j ing 

and p ro-dem ocr acy H ong Kong 

legislator s, u l t im ately  com ing to a head 

w i th in  these p rotests. A m ajor i ty  of  these 

clashes are brough t on  by the d i f ference 

in  in ter p retat ion  of  the ?O ne Coun tr y  

Two System s? pol icy by the d i f feren t 

groups. ?O ne Coun tr y  Two System s? is a 

p r incip le that  was f i r st  establ ished by 

D eng X iaop ing wh ich  exp lains how H ong 

Kong would  be gover ned as a special  

adm in istr at ive region  under  Ch ina. 

Al though  H ong Kong becam e a par t  of  

the Peop le?s Republ ic of  Ch ina, Ch ina 

would  not im p lem en t any social i st  or  

com m un ist  m easures in  H ong Kong for  at  

least  50  year s under  th is p r incip le. T h is 

p r incip le i s in  p lace between  H ong Kong 

and Ch ina un t i l  the year  20 47 (Grossm an , 

20 20 ). T herefore, H ong Kong has been  

al lowed to con t inue i ts cap i tal i st  

econom ic system  and way of  l i f e.

?O ne Coun tr y, Two System s? was the 

agreem en t between  Ch ina and H ong 

Kong to end H ong Kong?s t im e as a 

Br i t i sh  colony. H ong Kong was p laced 
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cour ts in  20 17. T hese legislator s were 

d isqual i f ied  f rom  of f i ce because the 

cour ts found thei r  oaths to be 

d isrespectfu l  to Ch ina dur ing the of f i cial  

swear ing- in  cerem ony that took p lace in  

O ctober  of  20 16. Al l  H ong Kong 

lawm aker s are requ i red  to take an  oath  

and swear  al legiance to H ong Kong as a 

par t  of  Ch ina; however, the H igh  Cour t  

r u led  that cer tain  p ro-dem ocr acy 

lawm aker s am ended the oaths to say 

d i f feren t th ings or  ?read i t  in  a tone of  

voice that was derogator y to Ch ina" (Jung, 

20 17, p .1). T he d isqual i f i cat ion  of  these 

lawm aker s was a d ist inct  pol i t i cal  m ove 

by the CCP and p ro-Bei j ing lawm aker s in  

H ong Kong to d im in ish  the m ajor i ty  

p ro-dem ocr acy pol i t i cal  par t ies had 

gained in  par l iam en t th rough  the 

elect ions. T he rem oval  of  the legislator s 

f r om  of f i ce al lowed for  the p ro-Bei j ing 

coal i t ion  to once again  take con trol  of  

par l iam en t, and as such  m ain tain  veto 

power.

T h is decision  by H ong Kong?s H igh  Cour t  

caused m assive back lash  w i th in  H ong 

Kong, wh ich  has lef t  a bi t ter  r i f t  between  

p ro-dem ocr acy and p ro-Bei j ing ci t i zens 

even  up  un t i l  now. T he day the decision  

was handed down  by the H igh  Cour t , 

there were dozens of  peop le outside. Both  

p ro-dem ocr acy ci t i zens in  p rotest  and 

p ro-Bei j ing ci t i zens stand ing for  the 

20 17).

T he CCP and p ro-Bei j ing lawm aker s 

em phasize the ?one coun tr y? aspect of  

O ne Coun tr y  Two System s. T h is has 

resu l ted  in  X i  Jinp ing and the cur ren t 

CCP act ively  t r y ing to take m ore con trol  

w i th in  H ong Kong wh ich  p ro-dem ocr acy 

legislator s v iew as an  in f r ingem en t of  the 

O ne Coun tr y  Two System s pr incip le. T he 

p ro-dem ocr acy legislator s are m ore so 

focused on  the ?two system s? w i th in  O ne 

Coun tr y  Two System s and w ish  for  the 

CCP to al low H ong Kong and i ts ci t i zens 

to oper ate f r eely. T h is, however, has not 

been  the case as the CCP has consisten t ly  

in ter fered  in  H ong Kong law and pol i t i cs 

due to the power  they hold  over  the 

region , as the CCP holds the author i ty  to 

in ter p ret  H ong Kong?s Basic law however  

they see f i t  (Basic Law,1997). Som e of  

these in ter ferences include 

d isqual i f i cat ion  of  lawm aker s to be 

elected  and the con trol  they hold  over  

H ong Kong?s Ch ief  Execut ive. T he CCP?s 

in ter ference in  H ong Kong law and 

pol i t i cs has consisten t ly  in fur iated  

p ro-dem ocr acy H ong Kong ci t i zens and 

legislator s, r esu l t ing in  d issen t and 

p rotests w i th in  the region .

A m ajor  h istor ical  p receden t that  

con tr ibuted  to the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong 

p rotests was the d isqual i f i cat ion  of  

p ro-dem ocr acy lawm aker s by H ong Kong 
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between  p ro-dem ocr acy ci t i zens and 

Bei j ing since the CCP f i r st  star ted  to 

exh ibi t  m ore forcible con trol  over  H ong 

Kong.

T h e Fu gi t i ve O f f en der s A m en dm en t B i l l

I n  rev iew ing the l i ter ature, a m ajor i ty  of  

r esearcher s bel ieve that the 20 19-20 20  

H ong Kong p rotests stem m ed f rom  anger  

sur round ing the in troduct ion  of  the 

Fugi t ive O f fender s Am endm en t Bi l l  to 

H ong Kong?s par l iam en t. T he FOAB was 

an  am endm en t to H ong Kong?s p rev ious 

extr ad i t ion  pol icies that  would  ?establ ish  

an  extr ad i t ion  m echan ism  that would  

oper ate on  a case-by-case basis w i th  states 

not covered under  ex ist ing extr ad i t ion  

t reat ies, includ ing m ain land Ch ina, 

M acau, and Taiwan? (Alber t , 20 19, p .1). 

Rather  than  m ain tain  the extr ad i t ion  

pol icy  that  was in  p lace, wh ich  requ i res 

the en t i r e legislat ive body to approve of  

an  extr ad i t ion , i t  p laces the responsibi l i ty  

of  that  choice on to the Ch ief  Execut ive of  

H ong Kong.

T h is was v iewed as an  at tem pt by the 

Ch inese gover nm en t and p ro-Bei j ing 

lawm aker s to gr an t m ore pol i t i cal  power  

to Ch ina w i th in  H ong Kong, as who is 

al lowed to be Ch ief  Execut ive of  H ong 

Kong is restr i cted  by the CCP. O n  the 

of f i cial  gover nm en t websi te of  H ong 

Kong, i t  states that  ?he or  she is elected  by 

a broad ly  represen tat ive Elect ion  

decision  of  the Cour t  had com e to m ake 

thei r  op in ions known  (W ong, 20 20 ). T he 

d isqual i f i cat ion  of  the legislator s set  of f  a 

chain  react ion  of  other  p ro-dem ocr acy 

lawm aker s stepp ing down  f rom  thei r  

seats in  par l iam en t in  sol idar i ty  w i th  

those who were elected  to ser ve, then  

deem ed inel igible.

T he resu l t  of  h istor ical  p receden t set  by 

both  the d i f ference in  in ter p retat ion  of  

?O ne Coun tr y  Two System s? and the 

in ter ference of  the CCP in to H ong Kong 

pol icy and law is resen tm en t f r om  

pro-dem ocr acy H ong Kong ci t i zens and 

legislator s towards the Ch inese 

Com m un ist  par ty. T h is resen tm en t has 

tr ansfor m ed m ost m oder n ly  in to open  

d issen t and cr i t i cism  of  the Ch inese 

gover nm en t and i ts in ter ference in  H ong 

Kong. Pr ior  to the 20 20  N at ional  Secur i ty  

L aw being im p lem en ted in  H ong Kong by 

the Ch inese gover nm en t, p ro-dem ocr acy 

ci t i zens hung slogans, poster s, and signs 

denouncing the CCP and p ro-Bei j ing 

legislator s for  thei r  in f r ingem en t on  the 

?O ne Coun tr y  Two System s? pr incip le. 

I n ter nat ional ly, p rotests have been  

v iewed as a way for  d issen ter s to open ly  

express thei r  f r ustr at ions w i th  the 

gover nm en t in  an  ef fect ive way, so i t  i s 

obv ious as to why the 20 19-20 20  H ong 

Kong p rotests grew to such  a m assive 

heigh t given  the tensions grow ing 
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m ajor  deter rence f rom  conduct ing 

business in  H ong Kong, as m any of  the 

laws covered in  FOAB had to do w i th  

econom ic char ges such  as bankr up tcy 

and tax evasion . T he in ter nat ional  

back lash  the bi l l  f aced forced the 

legislator s who in troduced i t  to d rop  n ine 

of  the econom ic-based char ges that were 

or iginal ly  in  the bi l l  (Alber t , 20 19, p . 1). 

FOAB th reatened the deter ior at ion  of  

H ong Kong?s pol i t i cal  f r eedom s and that 

d id  not bode wel l  w i th  the gener al  publ ic. 

D ue to the im p l icat ions th is bi l l  con tained 

and a num ber  of  other  p rev ious clashes 

between  p ro-dem ocr acy H ong Konger s 

and p ro-Bei j ing law-m aker s, ci t i zens took 

to the streets condem n ing the bi l l  and the 

encroachm en t of  the CCP on  H ong 

Kong?s f reedom s.

Social  M ed ia?s Role i n  th e 

I n ter n at i on al i zat i on  of  th e 20 19-20 20  

H on g Kon g p r otests

T hough  there have been  m any instances 

of  p rotests or  pol i t i cal  m ovem en ts that  

have taken  p lace in  H ong Kong, even  

p r ior  to the Un i ted  Kingdom  tr ansfer r ing 

the ter r i tor y  to Ch ina, the 20 19-20 20  

H ong Kong p rotests are one of  the m ost 

v isible and trend ing m ovem en ts seen  to 

date. T h is i s due to the m oder n izat ion  of  

m ass m ed ia, includ ing the constan t ly  

grow ing popular i ty  of  social  m ed ia. 

Peop le al l  around the wor ld  were able to 

Com m i t tee in  accordance w i th  the Basic 

L aw and is appoin ted  by the Cen tr al  

Peop le?s Gover nm en t (Gover nm en t 

Str ucture, 20 20 ).? T h is ?broad ly  

represen tat ive? elect ion  com m i t tee was 

created in  20 14 by Ch ina?s Stand ing 

Com m i t tee. Al l  cand idates who are 

in terested  in  r unn ing for  Ch ief  Execut ive 

are requ i red  to be p re-approved by the 

Elect ion  Com m i t tee (Econom ist , 20 17). 

T h is ensures that no m em ber  of  the 

p ro-dem ocr acy par t ies is considered 

el igible for  the role of  Ch ief  Execut ive,as 

they would  clash  w i th  the op in ions of  

Bei j ing. T he Ch inese Com m un ist  Par ty  i s 

not in terested  in  in troducing f ur ther  

f r eedom s to the region  of  H ong Kong, 

given  they are al ready sign i f i can t ly  f r eer  

than  Ch ina p roper  in  a m ul t i tude of  ways. 

By ensur ing that on ly  p ro-Bei j ing 

lawm aker s are el igible to becom e Ch ief  

Execut ive, the Ch inese Com m un ist  Par ty  

m ain tains a strong al ly  w i th in  H ong Kong 

to keep  the status quo as i t  i s.

Al low ing the Ch ief  Execut ive to solely  

hand le extr ad i t ion  concer ns caused a 

m assive uproar  both  in  the H ong Kong 

par l iam en t and the region  as a whole. 

W hat em phasized the m ajor i ty?s 

unhapp iness w i th  FOAB were the groups 

that stood in  sol idar i ty  w i th  the H ong 

Kong publ ic against  i t . T he in ter nat ional  

business com m un i ty  saw th is bi l l  as a 
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shak ing hands w i th  the H ong Kong pol ice 

outside af ter  th is even t. A p rofessor  f r om  

Singapore M anagem en t Un iver si ty, T r acy 

L oh , stated  that both  p rotester s and the 

H ong Kong gover nm en t used social  

m ed ia dur ing the p rotests as ?a tool  to 

batt le for  publ ic op in ion  (Shao, 20 19).?

By h igh l igh t ing p rotester s or  pol i ce forces 

com m i t t ing acts of  v iolence, 

p ro-dem ocr acy and p ro-Bei j ing H ong 

Konger s were t r y ing to gar ner  

in ter nat ional  at ten t ion  and sway the 

publ ic?s v iew of  the p rotests. T h is wor ked 

undoubted ly  in  f avor  of  the p rotester s, as 

the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong p rotests 

becam e a wor ldw ide trend on  Tw i t ter  for  

m on ths on  end (L eow, 20 19). Social  

m ed ia user s in  dem ocr at ic nat ions such  as 

the Un i ted  States, the EU, and m ore 

voiced thei r  suppor t  for  and sol idar i ty  

w i th  the H ong Kong p rotester s in  m i l l ions 

of  social  m ed ia posts. Because of  how 

m uch  these p rotests were t rend ing on l ine, 

t r ad i t ional  news sources such  as telev ision  

networ ks ded icated  a lar ge am oun t of  

ai r t im e to the p rotests at  thei r  peak 

(L eow, 20 19).

T he 20 19-20 20  p rotests have been  lauded 

as a ?leader less m ovem en t,? w i th  d i f feren t 

groups of  d issen ter s com ing together  in  

order  to express thei r  d iscon ten t w i th  

how Ch ina is encroach ing upon  H ong 

Kong?s autonom y. I nstead, social  m ed ia 

watch  these p ro-dem ocr acy p rotests and 

the v iolence occur r ing as a resu l t  of  them  

on  ever y p lat for m , alm ost 24 hour s of  the 

day at  som e poin ts in  20 19. Ever  since the 

20 16 Presiden t ial  Elect ion  in  the Un i ted  

States, social  m ed ia has evolved in to a 

m ajor  new source for  ci t i zens of  the 

wor ld  (Al lcot t , 20 17, p .1) and was in tegr al  

in  the in ter nat ional izat ion  of  the 

20 19-20 20  H ong Kong p rotests.

T hanks to the ?O ne Coun tr y, Two 

System s? pr incip le, H ong Kong is not 

w i th in  Ch ina?s m assive f i r ewal l  that  

restr i cts Ch inese ci t i zens f rom  gain ing 

access to W ester n  social  m ed ia si tes such  

as Tw i t ter , Facebook, and I nstagr am  

w i thout a VPN . T herefore, H ong Kong 

p rotester s were able to up load con ten t 

and create head l ines that would  nor m al ly  

not be seen  when  m ass m ed ia was 

restr i cted  to telev ision  news channels and 

newspaper s. T he biggest posts that  shed 

l igh t  to the d iv isive nature of  these 

p rotests were H ong Konger s post ing 

v ideos of  un -un i for m ed pol ice or  

p ro-Bei j ing groups at tack ing and r iot ing 

against  these p rotester s. A speci f i c one of  

those posts was on  Tw i t ter , where a v ideo 

of  a group  of  m en  beat ing other  

passenger s in  a crowded subway stat ion  to 

create chaos trended wor ldw ide (L ee, 

20 19). T hose m en  were also v ideoed by 

social  m ed ia user s as m eet ing w i th  and 
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law that any H ong Kong ci t i zen  suspected 

of  cr im es broadcasted in ter nat ional ly  has 

since d ied  down  m ost l i kely  due to 

COVID -19. T he p rotests saw of  

subver sion , ter ror ism , separ at ism , or  

col lusion  w i th  foreign  forces can  be 

sen tenced w i th  up  to l i fe in  p r ison  

(Sh iban i , 20 20 ). T h is law was created by 

the CCP and Presiden t X i  Jinp ing, not the 

H ong Kong legislature i tsel f . T he CCP 

v iews th is law as a by- the-books legal  

p rocedure, and som eth ing that has 

needed to be im p lem en ted in  H ong Kong 

for  a long t im e. Pro-dem ocr acy H ong 

Konger s th ink d i f feren t ly, as Ch ina?s 

abi l i ty  to im p lem en t a law in  H ong Kong 

wh i le the H ong Kong legislature is 

supposed to be separ ated  f rom  Ch ina is 

unsett l ing to them  (Sh iban i , 20 20 ).

T h is sets back the H ong Kong p rotester s? 

dem ands for  Ch ina to respect the ?O ne 

Coun tr y  Two System s? pr incip le, as the 

law has resu l ted  in  H ong Kong ci t i zens 

losing a consider able am oun t of  pol i t i cal  

autonom y and f ree speech  to the CCP. 

Sever al  pol i t i cal  par t ies in  H ong Kong 

have d isbanded and thei r  leader s t r ied . A 

m ajor  exam ple of  th is i s the pol i t i cal  

par ty  D em osisto, whose leader s Joshua 

W ong, Agnes Chow, and Ivan  L am  were 

sen tenced on  D ecem ber  2nd to p r ison  

t im e due to thei r  par t i cipat ion  in  the 

par ty  (Ram zy, 20 20 ). Agnes Chow was 

was used as the m ain  source of  m ass 

m obi l i zat ion . Protester s were able to use 

social  m ed ia to create both  an  on l ine and 

of f l ine p resence, as social  m ed ia al lows 

for  anonym ous ways to d issem inate 

in for m at ion  includ ing where and when  

to m eet. T he way social  m ed ia was able to 

m obi l i ze H ong Kong?s m asses against  the 

gover nm en t i s rem in iscen t of  M ao?s 

em phasis on  m ass m obi l i zat ion . M ao 

Z edong found i t  in tegr al  in  h is 

com m un ist  ideologies to use m ass 

m obi l i zat ion  of  the peop le in  order  to 

inst i l l  change such  as class str uggle, 

com m unes, and m ore (Joseph , 20 19). 

N ow, that  idea is being used by thousands 

of  p rotester s in  H ong Kong to stand up  to 

Ch ina?s newest strongm an  regim e of  X i  

Jinp ing and the CCP.

Cen sor sh i p  i n  H on g Kon g: T h e 20 20  

N at i on al  Secu r i ty  L aw  &  W h at 

H ap p en ed  af ter  th e 20 19-20 20  p r otests

Protests in  H ong Kong st i l l  r age on , but 

the m ass r iot ing and v iolence that took 

p lace in  20 19-20 20  resu l ted  in  var ious 

responses f rom  the H ong Kong 

gover nm en t and the CCP. O ne of  the 

m ost m ajor  negat ive responses that was a 

resu l t  of  the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong 

p rotests was the CCP?s im p lem en tat ion  of  

the 20 20  N at ional  Secur i ty  L aw in  H ong 

Kong. T he 20 20  N at ional  Secur i ty  L aw 

har sh ly  pun ishes d issiden ts, put t ing in to 
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been  a def in ing m om en t of  th is 

gener at ion  due to thei r  

in ter nat ional izat ion . T he p rotests have 

yet to end, but resu l ts have al ready been  

seen  f rom  the heigh t of  them . Car r ie 

L am , the p rev ious Ch ief  Execut ive of  

H ong Kong, i s being p ressured to step  

down  fol low ing cr i t i cism  of  her  suppor t  

for  the FOAB and her  bland response to 

COVID -19 (Kuo, 20 19). T he FOAB was 

shot down , but the p rotests con t inued to 

r age on . I f  the FOAB was the sole pur pose 

for  the p rotests, that  would  have been  

able to quel l  the d issen t we con t inue to 

see on  the news. H owever, i t  i s obv ious 

that there were other  reasons for  the 

p rotests to con t inue and grow to such  an  

in ter nat ional  level . T he h istor ical  

p receden ts set  by p rev ious p rotests in  

H ong Kong and the d i f ference in  op in ion  

about ?O ne Coun tr y  Two System s? has 

led  to a con t inued r i f t  between  

p ro-dem ocr acy H ong Kong ci t i zens and 

the H ong Kong legislature, wh ich  helped 

to con t inue to f uel  the f i r e of  p rotester s 

even  af ter  som e of  thei r  dem ands were 

m et. Fur ther m ore, the m oder n izat ion  of  

m ass m ed ia and popular i ty  of  social  

m ed ia pushed the 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong 

p rotests on to the in ter nat ional  stage, 

al low ing the wor ld  to t r u ly  under stand 

what was going on  in  H ong Kong and 

p rotester s to feel  the suppor t  they were 

also the founder  of  H ong Kong?s lar gest 

p ro-dem ocr acy newspaper  Apple Daily 

along w i th  Jim m y L ai . L ai  and two other  

sen ior  m anager s of  the newspaper  were 

char ged w i th  f r aud fol low ing the 

im p lem en tat ion  of  th is new law (Ram zy, 

20 20 ). As th is N at ional  Secur i ty  L aw also 

expands pol ice power s to seize electron ic 

equ ipm en t and ?in tercep t 

com m un icat ions and cover t ly  sur vei l  

peop le reasonably  suspected of  cr im es 

against  nat ional  secur i ty,? there has also 

been  a m ass delet ion  of  H ong Konger s? 

social  m ed ia accoun ts in  order  to p rotect  

them selves f rom  per secut ion  (W ong, 

20 20 ).

O ver al l , the im p lem en tat ion  of  th is law 

by the H ong Kong gover nm en t and the 

CCP increases the censor sh ip  seen  in  

H ong Kong by ten fold . H ong Kong has 

always been  outside of  the m ajor i ty  of  

Ch ina?s censor sh ip  pol icies, but  i t  i s 

obv ious that w i th  the sh i f t  to strongm an  

pol i t i cs under  X i  Jinp ing that i s changing. 

T hough  they are not com pletely  

sh rouded by Ch ina?s f i r ewal l , th is new 

N at ional  Secur i ty  L aw creates a 

pseudo- f i r ewal l  by th reaten ing H ong 

Kong ci t i zens w i th  im pr isonm en t i f  they 

choose to publ icly  d issen t against  the 

CCP and H ong Kong gover nm en t.

Con clu si on

T he 20 19-20 20  H ong Kong p rotests have 
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thei r  r egim es to cut  down  thei r  m ass base 

of  in ter nat ional  suppor t , r egard less of  

thei r  str ategic use of  v iolence.

T h e Pol i t i cal  Si gn i f i can ce of  A scr i b i n g 

?Ter r or i sm ?

O ne way to el im inate pol i t i cal  opposi t ion  

is th rough  assign ing r hetor ic w i th  a 

negat ive connotat ion  to the tar geted 

or gan izat ion . T h is p rocess, label ing, i s 

ach ieved th rough  ?[iden t i f y ing] an  object , 

[r em oving] i t  f r om  the unknown , and 

then  [assign ing] to i t  a set  of  

char acter ist i cs, m ot ives, values and 

behavior s? (Bhat ia, 20 0 5, p .8). I n  doing 

th is, the new label?s connotat ion , such  as 

?ter ror ist ,? i s at t r ibuted  to the subject  in  

quest ion . T hus i t  ?becom es known  in  a 

m anner  wh ich  m ay per m i t  cer tain  for m s 

of  inqu i r y  and engagem en t, wh i le 

for bidd ing or  exclud ing other s? (Bhat ia, 

20 0 5, p .8). T hus, the way society  in ter acts 

w i th  the subject  changes accord ing to the 

connotat ion  of  the label . A speci f i c label  

used by states to char acter ize and repress 

par t i cu lar  or gan izat ions is terrorism to 

?just i f y  system at ic repression? and fur ther  

toughen  m easures against  hum an  r igh ts 

defender s, pol i t i cal  opponen ts and 

Today, M idd le Easter n  pol i t i cal  af f ai r s are 

of ten  synonym ous w i th  ter ror ism . W h i le 

m any wester n  power s in f luence wh ich  

or gan izat ions are designated as ?ter ror ist ,? 

the regional  gover nm en ts of  the M idd le 

East also have thei r  hand in  d istr ibut ing 

th is label . M ore of ten  than  not, the label  

of  ?ter ror ist? i s used to d issuade peop le 

f r om  sym path izing and iden t i f y ing w i th  

dangerous, i r r at ional  groups that th reaten  

the safety  and secur i ty  of  a society. W h i le 

th is label ing reduces tension  w i th in  states 

w i th  h igh  r ates of  ter ror ism , m any 

gover nm en ts have an  u l ter ior  m ot ive 

when  ascr ibing the ?ter ror ist? label  to 

pol i t i cal  or gan izat ions. Som e states 

declare dom est ic, r elat ively  non -v iolen t 

and rel igious groups as ter ror ists, wh i le 

other  states in tegr ate in ter nat ional ly  

iden t i f ied  ter ror ist  or gan izat ions in to 

thei r  pol i t i cal  af f ai r s. T he inconsistencies 

w i th in  the deter m inan ts of  a ?ter ror ist  

or gan izat ion? begs the quest ion  of , why 

do som e M idd le Easter n  states label  

non -v iolen t or gan izat ions as ?ter ror ist?? 

T h roughout the rem ainder  of  th is paper, 

I  w i l l  analyze var ious gover nm en ts in  the 

M idd le East to exp lore th is quest ion . I  

w i l l  ar gue that groups that pose an  

in ter nal  and exter nal  chal lenge to the 

T H E POLIT ICA L  M OT IVAT ION S BEH IN D A SCRIBIN G "T ERRORIST " ORGA N IZAT ION S

N oor  Jaber, 20 21
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em er ged in  response to the repression  of  

the Kurd ish  iden t i ty  by the Tur k ish  

gover nm en t to for ce ?the assim i lat ion  of  

the Kurd ish -speak ing populat ion  under  

the r ubr ic of  the Tur k ish  nat ion? (Tezcür, 

20 10 , p .778). T he PKK?s ar m ed insur gency 

began  in  1984 and wh i le i t  has m oder ated  

over  the year s, a var y ing degree of  

v iolence per sists to th is day. O f f i cial ly, the 

PKK asser ts that  i t , ?no longer  advocates 

separ at ion  f rom  Tur key as of?cial  pol i cy  

but seeks the tr ansfor m at ion  of? and i ts 

in tegr at ion  in to? a dem ocr at ized, 

con feder al i zed Tur key? (Casier , 20 10 , 

p .395).

D esp i te the PKK?s m oder at ion  to gain  

in f luence and represen tat ion  w i th in  the 

Tur k ish  state, the Tur k ish  gover nm en t 

p reven ts the PKK f rom  any sor t  pol i t i cal  

m obi l i zat ion  th rough  thei r  designat ion  of  

the or gan izat ion  as being ter ror ist . T he 

Tur k ish  gover nm en t defends thei r  

r epressive pol icies against  the Kurds by 

expressing that ?there is no Kurd ish  

p roblem  in  Tur key wh ich  needs a 

pol i t i cal  solu t ion , but Tur key has a ter ror  

p roblem  wh ich  needs a m i l i tar y  solu t ion? 

(Al , 20 15, p .687). Since the creat ion  of  the 

PKK, ef for ts of  Kurd ish  nat ional ism  

th reaten  the Tur k ish  iden t i ty. To p reven t 

the nat ional izat ion  ef for ts of  the Kurds, 

the Tur k ish  gover nm en t has str ategical ly  

labeled  the PKK a ter ror ist  or gan izat ion  

pol i t i cal  p r isoner s? (Am nesty, 20 0 2, 

p .246). H owever, because of  the lack of  

clar i ty  sur round ing the l im i ts of  the label , 

ter ror ist , and negat ive connotat ion , 

popular  pol i t i cal  opposi t ion  groups to 

regim es have becom e a tar get to the 

in fam ous label : ?the ter m  ter ror ism  is the 

cur ren t vogue for  d iscred i t ing one?s 

opponen ts?  and por tr ays them  as a 

peop le who cannot be reasoned w i th? 

(Kap i tan , 20 0 2, p .179). Essen t ial ly, 

r egim es that perceive opposi t ion  groups 

as a th reat can  tain t  the or gan izat ion?s 

reputat ion  and percep t ion  based a single 

label , r egard less of  thei r  use of  v iolence. 

T hus, wh i le the terrorist label  i s pol i t i cal ly  

benef icial  for  states, the connotat ion  

associated  w i th  ter ror ism  is debi l i tat ing 

to the or gan izat ion?s abi l i ty  to gener ate 

popular  suppor t  w i th in  the publ ic. T h is 

w i l l  be exp lored by exam in ing the 

Kurd istan  W or ker s? Par ty  (PKK) in  Tur key 

and the M usl im  Brother hood in  Egyp t, 

and the regim es? decision  to designate 

them  as ter ror ist  or gan izat ions.

Turkey and the Kurdistan Workers? Party 

(PKK)

Ter ror ism  is synonym ous w i th  the use of  

v iolence to ach ieve pol i t i cal  goals. O ne 

or gan izat ion  that found roots i tsel f  w i th in  

the use of  pol i t i cal  v iolence is the 

Kurd istan  W or ker s? Par ty  (PKK). T he PKK 
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as terrorist i n  order  to p reven t pol i t i cal  

opposi t ion . Since i ts incep t ion  in  1928, 

the Brother hood has been  labeled  as 

being a ter ror ist  or gan izat ion  by m ul t ip le 

Egyp t ian  regim es desp i te the 

Brother hood?s reject ion  of  al l  for m s of  

v iolen t and repressive m ethods to ach ieve 

thei r  goals. D ur ing the Ar ab Spr ing, the 

M usl im  Brother hood becam e ver y 

popular  am ong Egyp t ians wh ich  led  to 

them  being the f i r st  dem ocr at ical ly  

elected  pol i t i cal  or gan izat ion  in  Egyp t. 

Because of  the popular  suppor t  the 

Brother hood gener ated  am ong the 

m asses dur ing the Ar ab Spr ing and the 

power  vacuum  that resu l ted  af ter  

M ubar ak stepped down , Egyp t?s new 

gover nm en t engaged in  heavy 

cr ackdowns against  the Brother hood. 

Sever al  p rom inen t leader s of  the 

Brother hood were im pr isoned and 

char ged w i th  lead ing an  i l legal  

or gan izat ion  that sough t to under m ine 

Egyp t?s pol i t i cal  and legal  inst i tu t ions. 

O ver n igh t, the M usl im  Brother hood wen t 

f r om  an  or gan izat ion  that m any 

Egyp t ians open ly  suppor ted  and sough t 

out for  social  stabi l i ty, to becom ing a 

social  l iabi l i ty  to the safety  of  i ts 

suppor ter s i f  caugh t being associated  w i th  

the Brother hood. T hus, the regim e?s 

asser t ions that the Brother hood?s pol icies 

in f r inge upon  the values of  the Egyp t ian  

to h inder  thei r  abi l i ty  to pol i t i cal ly  

m obi l i ze: ?T he PKK is of f i cial ly  

ostr acized f rom  involvem en t in  any 

in ter nal  p rocess anyway by the Tur k ish  

state ter ror ist  designat ion? (Casier , 20 10 , 

p .40 3). By at tach ing the label  of  ter ror ism  

to the agenda of  the PKK, the Tur k ish  

gover nm en t i s able to ef fect ively  p reven t 

any m easure to p rom ote or  sym path ize 

w i th  Kurd ish  nat ional ism . T he r ise of  the 

Just ice and D evelopm en t Par ty  (AKP) 

w i th in  Tur k ish  pol i t i cs on ly  f ur ther  

com pl icated  the popular i ty  of  the PKK 

am ong the Kurd ish  m inor i ty  as they 

con t inual ly  ?chal lenge the PKK's claim  of  

being the real  r epresen tat ive of  the Kurds 

of  Tur key? (Tezcür, 20 10 , p .783). I n  

add i t ion  to suppressing the Kurd ish  voice 

in  society, the AKP seeks to appeal  to 

m oder ate Kurds by asser t ing that AKP is a 

super ior  al ter nat ive for  Kurd ish  social  

wel l -being to the ter ror ist  PKK. 

T herefore, to p reven t the r i se of  

sen t im en ts of  Kurd ish  nat ional ism , the 

Tur k ish  gover nm en t has p reven ted the 

PKK f rom  ach iev ing pol i t i cal  legi t im acy 

by ascr ibing them  as a ter ror ist  

or gan izat ion .

Egypt and the M uslim Brotherhood

T he M usl im  Brother hood is per haps the 

m ost w idely  known  m an i festat ion  of  

hav ing a sel f - in terested  state label  them  
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i n tegr ate lar gely - recogn ized ter ror ist  

or gan izat ions in to the pol i t i cal  system . I n  

a region  where instabi l i ty  i s inev i table, 

m any M idd le Easter n  regim es have 

decided that in  order  to m ain tain  thei r  

power, a degree of  cooper at ion  is m ore 

f avor able than  repression : ?cooptat ion  

and con tainm en t are m ore ef fect ive and 

sustainable than  cr ackdown? (Freer , 20 17, 

p .495). Rather  than  r isk ing the stabi l i ty  of  

thei r  r egim e, by creat ing a relat ionsh ip  

between  these opposi t ion  or gan izat ions, 

states are able to secure thei r  posi t ions of  

power  wh i le m ak ing i t  appear  as though  

they are conced ing a por t ion  of  thei r  

power  to these or gan izat ions.

I t  i s not  that  these states advocate the use 

of  v iolence or  encour age pol i t i cal  

opposi t ion , r ather , the relat ionsh ip  

between  these or gan izat ions and the state 

becom es m utual ly  benef icial : ?the real i ty  

i s m ore com plex and involves 

ci r cum stance as m uch  as act ive choice? 

(Rober ts, 20 14, p .91). O n  the one hand, 

th is t r ansact ional  r elat ionsh ip  of  m utual  

benef i t  becom es im por tan t for  pol i t i cal  

opposi t ion  and v iolen t or gan izat ions as 

thei r  legi t im acy rel ies upon  an  agreem en t 

of  coexistence between  the state and 

these or gan izat ions. O n  the other  hand, 

the stabi l i ty  of  the establ ished regim es 

also rel ies upon  these or gan izat ions? 

com pl iance to respect and concede 

state ?on ly  legal izes repressive pol icies 

against  the or gan izat ion  but also enables 

m ass m obi l i zat ion  beh ind  repression? 

(D ar w ich , 20 17, p .1290 ). I n  f act , by 

char acter izing the popular ly -perceived 

M usl im  Brother hood as a ter ror ist  

or gan izat ion , m any began  to ascr ibe 

r ad ical  at t r ibutes to the Brother hood, 

f r om  fear  that  they too would  be 

associated  w i th  ter ror ism  and be 

repressed.

Consequen t ial ly, the label ing of  the 

Brother hood as terrorist not on ly  

increased the r i sk of  m obi l i zing as 

I slam ist  or gan izat ions, but i t  ser ved as a 

deter ren t to thei r  popular i ty  and 

growth .T he adopt ion  of  r epressive 

dom est ic pol i cies by states, in  th is case 

Egyp t, i s done accord ing to the 

sel f - in terests of  the establ ished regim e to 

ensure the longevi ty  of  thei r  in f luence 

over  the populace. W i th  regard  to the 

M usl im  Brother hood in  Egyp t, since i t  

posed as an  in ter nal  th reat to the stabi l i ty  

of  the state?s legi t im acy, the regim e took 

act ion  to repress i ts pol i t i cal  opponen ts in  

order  to m ain tain  power.

T h e Pol i t i cal  Si gn i f i can ce of  Em br aci n g 

Recogn i zed  ?Ter r or i st? O r gan i zat i on s

Although  ex i l ing opposi t ion  groups m ay 

be an  ef fect ive way to coun ter  pol i t i cal  

opposi t ion , som e nat ions have op ted to 
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i s r elat ively  im possible. T herefore, 

or gan izat ions such  as the M usl im  

Brother hood ?seek to gain  posi t ions and 

in f luence th rough  the state, for  they know 

they w i l l  be unable to ef fect ively  

chal lenge i t  and u l t im ately  cannot sur v ive 

w i thout i t? (Freer , 20 17, p .494).

H owever, the relat ionsh ip  between  the 

Brother hood and Q atar  i s not so m uch  

relat ional  as i t  i s t r ansact ional  and 

involves ci r cum stance. Pr ior  to the ar r ival  

of  the Brother hood refugees, the Q atar i  

gover nm en t needed educated em ployees 

to m ain tain  a h igh  qual i ty  of  l i v ing for  i ts 

populace: ?T he core m ot ivat ion  for  the 

im por t ing of  Brother hood m em ber s in to 

Q atar  was the basic need for  educated 

em ployees to under take a r ange of  roles, 

f r om  teach ing I slam ic stud ies? to 

establ ish ing and m anaging em er ging 

bureaucr acies? (Rober ts, 20 14, p .88). 

T herefore, the Q atar i  gover nm en t took 

advan tage of  the in f lux of  educated 

refugees and p laced them  in  h igh - r ank ing 

posi t ions in  society. W h i le p lacing the 

Brother hood w i th in  these posi t ions 

would  pose a th reat to nat ions w i th  less 

stable regim es, as a ren t ier  state, Q atar  

was ?con f iden t that  i ts own  secur i ty  w i l l  

not  be under m ined? (Rober ts, 20 14, p .92). 

An  add i t ional  f actor  that  incen t iv ized 

Q atar ?s involvem en t w i th  the 

Brother hood related  to hegem ony of  

author i ty  to these gover nm en ts. T h is 

connect ion  w i l l  be exp lored by 

exam in ing the M usl im  Brother hood cases 

in  Q atar  and H ezbol lah  in  L ebanon  and 

the respect ive regim es? decisions to 

in tegr ate these or gan izat ions in to the 

pol i t i cal  system s.

Qatar and the M uslim Brotherhood

Although  the M usl im  Brother hood has 

becom e an  ostr acized or gan izat ion  by 

m any gover nm en ts due to the pol i t i cal  

appeal  they have gar nered am ong 

civ i l ians, the relat ions between  the 

Brother hood and state w i th in  the con text  

of  Q atar  i s un ique. T he h istor y  of  the 

Brother hood in  Q atar  begins w i th  the 

refugees and ex i les of  the Egyp t ian  

M usl im  Brother hood that resu l ted  f rom  a 

cr ackdown  by the Ar ab nat ional ist  r egim e 

of  N asser. Un l ike the Egyp t ian  

Brother hood, the Q atar i  Brother hood 

was forced to adapt i ts ideology to ?ex ist  

p r im ar i ly  as ideological  insp i r at ion  r ather  

than  as or gan ized par t ies? (Freer , 20 17, 

p .480 ). As a ren t ier  state, Q atar  i s the sole 

p rov ider  of  social  ser v ices to i ts populace 

and, since i t  der ives m uch  of  thei r  

r evenue f rom  oi l , com for tably  able to do 

so. An  im p l icat ion  of  th is i s that  since the 

gover nm en t i s solely  responsible for  the 

state?s wel l -being and does not requ i re aid  

f r om  the populace, pol i t i cal  m obi l i zat ion  
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i nclusion  is the group  H ezbol lah  in  

L ebanon . Al though  H ezbol lah?s ideology 

con f l i cts w i th  L ebanon?s sovereign ty, 

especial ly  w i th  regard  to thei r  desi re to 

establ ish  an  I slam ic state in  L ebanon , 

H ezbol lah  and L ebanon  have m ain tained 

a m utual ly  benef icial  r elat ionsh ip  that  

ensures the secur i ty  of  both  

establ ishm en ts. T he L ebanese N at ional  

Pact of  1943 is an  agreem en t between  

L ebanese Chr ist ians and M usl im s 

concer n ing the d istr ibut ion  of  power  

am ong the var y ing rel igious groups 

represen ted w i th in  L ebanese society, 

wh ich  is p redom inan t ly  Sunn i  and Sh i?a 

M usl im s and M aron i te Chr ist ians.

As the lar gest par ty  or gan izat ion  w i th in  

L ebanese par l iam en t, H ezbol lah?s role 

represen ts the lar gest sectar ian  

populat ion  w i th in  the coun tr y : Sh i?a 

M usl im s. H ezbol lah  was for m ed in  1980  

in  d i rect  r esponse to the I sr ael?s invasion  

of  L ebanon . Given  thei r  r elat ive success 

against  I sr ael , H ezbol lah  has becom e 

L ebanon?s p redom inan t defense against  

I sr ael : ?H ezbol lah  has p roved the single 

m ost ef fect ive adver sar y I sr ael  has ever  

f aced? (Chaf ik , 20 13, p .6). 

Essen t ial ly,L ebanon?s sovereign ty  rel ies 

on  H ezbol lah?s m i l i tar y  p resence along 

the I sr ael i  border .

I n  add i t ion  to H ezbol lah?s m i l i tar y  

Saud i  Ar abia w i th in  the Gul f  r egion : ?i f  

Q atar  was to have a chance to escape the 

d ip lom at ic or bi t  of  Saud i  Ar abia or  the 

Gul f  r egion , i t  would  need l inks outside 

the region , a reason  for  Ar abs in  the 

w ider  region  to consider  and in ter act  

w i th  Q atar  as a coun tr y  by i tsel f ? 

(Rober ts, 20 14, p .92). T he Brother hood is 

one of  the few or gan izat ions w i th  hum an  

cap i tal  in  near ly  ever y coun tr y  

th roughout the M idd le East. Add i t ional ly, 

given  recen t host i le Q atar  and Saud i  

relat ions, par t ly  stem m ing f rom  thei r  

d i f fer ing per spect ives of  the 

Brother hood, strengthen ing Q atar ?s t ies 

to the Brother hood al lows for  them  to 

for m  social  t ies w i th  other  nat ions in  the 

M idd le East and develop  an  iden t i ty  

independen t of  the Gul f . T herefore, the 

t r ansact ional  r elat ionsh ip  between  the 

Q atar i  gover nm en t and the M usl im  

Brother hood is one of  m utual  benef i t , 

thus why the gover nm en t has chosen  to 

p rom ote the Brother hood w i th in  thei r  

society  r ather  than  expel  them .

Lebanon and H ezbollah

T here are also cases in  wh ich  

or gan izat ions that em p loy m ethods of  

v iolence do not f ace the consequence of  

being labeled  ?ter ror ist ,? r ather  they are 

in tegr ated  w i th in  the L ebanese 

bureaucr acy. O ne case of  th is pol i t i cal  
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Attain ing just  that  has been  a str uggle of  

the I slam ic resistance m ovem en t, H am as. 

H am as em er ged as a response to the r i se 

in  uncer tain ty  am ong Palest in ians w i th  

the I sr ael i  occupat ion  of  Palest ine and the 

Fatah  Par ty?s f ai lu re to p rov ide m i l i tar y  

p rotect ion  and social  ser v ices to 

Palest in ians. H owever, since H am as rose 

f rom  uncer tain ty, they adopted a 

f undam en tal  in ter p retat ion  of  I slam  to 

suppor t  thei r  r esistance against  I sr ael . 

T he fundam en tal i st  m indset of  H am as, 

wh ich  has led  them  to becom e ver y 

r ad ical  in  thei r  ideology and behavior , 

r educes thei r  l i kel ihood of  m obi l i zing 

m ass in ter nat ional  suppor t . W i thout m ass 

suppor t , H am as? ideals and goals w i l l  not  

be considered when  at tain ing a 

resolu t ion . I n  order  to regain  

in ter nat ional  suppor t , H am as redr af ted  

thei r  char ter , Char ter  of  20 17, to be less 

an t i -Sem i t i c and rel igious, and seem  

m ore inclusive and p r agm atic, yet  st i l l  

r em ain ing loyal  to thei r  or iginal  value 

(Char ter , 20 17). Given  that the Char ter  of  

20 17 is relat ively  new, i t  i s not  clear  

whether  H am as w i l l  uphold  the values 

and p rom ises m ade to the in ter nat ional  

com m un i ty ; however, one can  hope that 

the v iolence between  the two sides com es 

to a hal t  so that  d ip lom acy can  be 

im p lem en ted, and a peacefu l  r esolu t ion  

can  be at tained.

excur sions against  the I sr ael i  defense 

forces, they are also deep ly  in tegr ated  

in to p rov id ing social  wel f are p rogr am s 

for  i ts const i tuen ts: ?T he or gan izat ion  

had gained w idespread respect for  i ts 

pol i t i cal  in tegr i ty  and social  generosi ty  

and had just  been  responsible for  the 

l iber at ion  of  the coun tr y? (Ear ly, 20 0 6, 

p .124). Given  the success and popular i ty  

of  H ezbol lah  am ong the greater  L ebanese 

com m un i ty, they have p roven  to be a 

force to be reckoned w i th  against  the 

L ebanese gover nm en t. Add i t ional ly, 

al though  H ezbol lah  is recogn ized by 

som e nat ions as being a ter ror ist  

or gan izat ion , thei r  social  wor k has 

tr anscended th is label  ?by act ing as a 

l i fel ine for  the L ebanese Sh i?a 

com m un i ty? (Chaf ik , 20 13, p .3). I n  f act , 

due to the lar ge m i l i tar y  super ior i ty  of  

H ezbol lah  in  the Sh i?a-dom inated, 

souther n  region  of  L ebanon , the state was 

?unsure i f  i t  cou ld  even  com pel  the 

nat ional  ar m y to chal lenge the 

or gan izat ion? (Ear ly, 20 0 6, p .124). 

T herefore, th is th reat of  H ezbol lah  to the 

L ebanese par l iam en t f ur ther  incen t iv ized 

L ebanon  to include H ezbol lah  w i th in  the 

par l iam en t in  order  to m ain tain  con trol  

over  Sh i?a dom inated regions.

O ne of  the m ost im por tan t aspects of  a 

successfu l  social  m ovem en t i s to have a 

w ide r ange of  resources and social  cap i tal . 
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th rough  exam in ing H ezbol lah?s pol i t i cal  

r ole in  L ebanon . Since H ezbol lah?s 

m i l i tar y  was capable of  over tak ing the 

L ebanese ar m y, the L ebanese 

gover nm en t gr an ted H ezbol lah  w i th  

pol i t i cal  legi t im acy on  the basis of  

ensur ing the pol i t i cal  stabi l i ty  of  

L ebanon . Add i t ional ly, H ezbol lah  is 

em br aced because of  the p rotect ion  they 

p rov ide L ebanon  f rom  exter nal  th reats, 

such  as I sr ael . 

U l t im ately, the under ly ing m ot ivat ion  

regard ing a state?s decision  to ei ther  

repress or  em br ace pol i t i cal  opposi t ion  

groups, regard less of  thei r  m ethods, i s to 

p rov ide stabi l i ty  and secur i ty  for  the 

incum ben t regim es. O n  the one hand, i f  a 

state is th reatened by the ex istence and 

suppor t  of  an  opposi t ion  or gan izat ion , 

whether  i t  be m i l i tar i ly  or  ideological ly, 

the state w i l l  r epress the or gan izat ion  by 

ascr ibing the ?ter ror ist? label  to the 

or gan izat ion . O n  the other  hand, i f  a state 

can  reduce the th reat of  an  opposi t ion  

or gan izat ion  and can  m utual ly  benef i t  

f r om  cooper at ing w i th  said  or gan izat ion , 

then  the state w i l l  adop t the or gan izat ion  

in to i ts pol i t i cal  inst i tu t ions. T hus, wh i le 

som e states are able to m in im ize the 

th reat of  an  opposing or gan izat ion  by 

em br acing w i th in  the pol i t i cal  

inst i tu t ions, other  states choose to 

exclude these or gan izat ions com pletely  in  

Con clu si on

T he pol i t i cal  im p l icat ions beh ind  label ing 

or gan izat ions as ?ter ror ist? were 

str ategical ly  em p loyed by sever al  r egim es 

th roughout the M idd le East in  an  ef for t  

to repress opposi t ion  or gan izat ions. T h is 

repression  is of ten  enacted and 

ind iscr im inately  and d ispropor t ional ly  

af fects those or gan izat ions that do not 

engage in  v iolence. T he select iv i ty  of  the 

regim es w i th  regard  to the or gan izat ions 

they chose to repress is sign i f i can t. W hen  

?ter ror ism ? is ascr ibed to ideology i t  

d im in ishes the pol i t i cal  oppor tun i t ies 

that  accom pany popular  suppor t . T h is 

them e of  a ter ror ist  ascr ip t ion  in  the 

absence of  v iolence is dem onstr ated  

th rough  the ex i le and cr ackdown  on  the 

m em ber s of  the M usl im  Brother hood by 

the Egyp t ian  regim e. T he m ot ivat ion  

beh ind  th is t r eatm en t of  the Brother hood 

is a resu l t  of  the in ter nal  th reat they 

posed to the incum ben t regim e as a resu l t  

of  thei r  popular  suppor t  am ong the 

populace.

O n  the con tr ar y, r egim es that expect to 

benef i t  f r om  cooper at ion  w i th  

or gan izat ions that p rom ote v iolence w i l l  

be incen t iv ized to in tegr ate these 

or gan izat ions in to the state?s pol i t i cal  

inst i tu t ions to m ain tain  nat ional  stabi l i ty. 

T h is case of  in tegr at ion  is exp lored 
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