
Problem Statement

Cypress Creek has experienced 
considerable activity over the past 
decade pertaining to the 
contamination levels of its water. This 
study involves interviews with people 
living in close proximity to the Creek 
and a comparison to previous data 
collected in the area allowing the 
researcher to observe any changes 
that have ensued relating to the 
knowledge and attitude of Community 
members regarding the Creek.

Data Collection

Research involved interviews with 
sixteen households adjacent to the 
creek on Avalon and Edwards streets
in the Vollintine-Evergreen 
neighborhood. Interviews included 
questions relating to possible 
concerns in the neighborhood, 
activities taken part in around 
Cypress Creek, perceptions of issues 
with the Creek, future maintenance, 
and yard contamination.
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Attitudes and Perceptions Concerning Cypress Creek

Mia Norman
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            Problems with Cypress 
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“My yard is sinking in a lot. It’s caving in towards the Creek and I’ve contacted the city, 
but they won’t do nothing about it.”

“My major complaint is the wall of the creek is deteriorating and about to fall over if 
something isn’t done. The city started to do something, but they stopped.”

“When It rains the soil is sinking deep.”

“I’ve reported the overgrowth to the city so many times and the land is sinking in the 
back.”

“I can’t have a vegetable garden any more. They (Velsicol) need to stop pretending and 
take action.”

“We used to do everything around the Creek, but since the signs went up we don’t do 
anything.We used to have a wonderful garden. There have been nine deaths on this 
street (Edward) from cancer and it did not just happen.”

“In the early years when we didn’t know we gardened and kids were all up in the Creek. 
Velsicol ruled out health problems, but a lot happened to people around the street. Five 
of our dogs died mysteriously when we used to let them in the water and my son died at 
forty from cancer.”

Findings

Environmental issues such as industrial 
dumping and water pollution were only 
considered a concern in the neighborhood 
by 17% of respondents. Respondents 
indicated a higher concern for drainage 
and litter in their neighborhood. 83% 
considered drainage to be a problem and 
50% considered litter to be a problem. 

In accordance to a previous study in the 
area, the more “visible” problems ranked 
the highest with the “invisible” pollutants 
scoring the lowest. 

Picking up trash and litter is the most 
participated activity around the Creek. 
Many respondents indicated that before 
they were aware of the contamination a 
lot more activity took place around 
Cypress Creek. Today, only 19% of 
respondents walk their pet in the area and 
13% have children that play in the area. 

Although only 17% considered industrial 
dumping to be a problem 94% of 
respondents consider removing industrial 
waste to be very important for future 
maintenance. 

The data from 2008 compared to the data 
from 1999 indicates a significant increase 
in respondents’ perceptions of problems 
with the Creek. It may be concluded from 
the mean average of time respondents 
indicated living in the house surveyed that 
many of the respondents are the same 
respondents from a decade ago.


