
Ruthanne Harlow, Can Hollywood-Springdale Support a Farmer’s 
Market? Three of the four proposed farmer’s markets sites are zoned 

commercially. The sites are also surrounded by neighborhood 
churches, whose members are potential consumers. 
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Data Collection

Data was collected by the researcher through survey 
distribution and interviews. Residents and those who 
frequent the neighborhood were surveyed. Two local 
growers were interviewed. Food conditions in 
neighborhood convenient stores and groceries were 
observed. 

Community Problem

The Hollywood-Springdale neighborhood experiences 
a lack of full-service supermarkets. This grocery store 
gap severely limits residents’ access to fresh fruits 
and vegetables. The dominant food options in the 
neighborhood are corner convenience stores, which 
offer a narrow selection of poor quality, overpriced 
foods. The problem is intensified by the low 
percentage of car ownership in the neighborhood. 

Preliminary Findings

100% of the respondents reported to do all or some 
of their grocery shopping outside of the Hollywood-
Springdale neighborhood

100% of the respondents would like a farmer’s 
market in the Hollywood-Springdale neighborhood

44% of the respondents are willing to volunteer at a 
neighborhood farmer’s market in some capacity

38% of respondents chose the Hollywood-
Springdale intersection as the site at which they 
would definitely come to a farmer’s market

Research Issue

The project examines the possibility of a farmer’s 
market in the Hollywood-Springdale neighborhood. A 
farmer’s market could provide a steady supply of 
fresh produce while creating a local food system and 
a local economy. It could also offer social and 
community benefits. The project evaluates support by 
the residents for the farmer’s market.

Respondent Preference for Farmer's Market Location 
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*The supermarket option refers to supermarkets located outside of the neighborhood, 
since Hollywood-Springdale does not contain any supermarkets

There is interest and potential support for a farmer’s market 
from residents and from some who live outside of the 
neighborhood. 

For a formal and more professional farmer’s market, the 
neighborhood may need to look into government 
subsidization. For a more informal market, which could be 
appropriate for a new market, outside financial support may 
not be necessary.

Food stamps could be incorporated if the government is 
involved. 

Education around nutrition and gardening could enhance the 
market. 

A farmer who owns property in the neighborhood wants to 
provide produce for the market. The farmer is also the founder of 
a coalition of 25 different family farmers who would also 
participate in a potential market. 

The neighborhood has a community garden. The master gardener 
said that garden’s produce could be sold at a potential Hollywood 
Springdale farmer’s market. 

Conclusions
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