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Community Problem

Living and working in Midtown North, | have noticed that more and more houses are
becoming vacant. These houses, when left unattended slowly begin to become dilapidated
due to vandalism and lack of upkeep, thus called a problem property. In the Memphis
neighborhood of Mid-Town North, problem properties can be found on almost every street
and these properties are viewed as an eye sore to both community members and those just
driving through the area.

Currently, Memphis has one of the worst vacancy rates in the nation at 10%, while the
number for the Mid-Town North area is closer to 15% due to the recent numbers of houses
that have become vacant in the past decade. Members of the community asked me to
undertake this project as they need to figure out what the residents of the area want to see
done with the number of vacant houses, which | estimated to be around 65.

Research Issue

| am interested in finding out what the current neighbors of some of these vacant houses
think about this recent issue and what exactly the neighborhood perception on these
properties is (something that has yet to be studied by other researchers here in Memphis
and also around the U.S as a whole). | plan to turn my results over to a neighborhood
organization, named Parcels of Interest.

Intervention
My project surveys those residents of Mid -Town Sources
North who live in close proximity to a vacant U.S. Census Bureau, Housing and
house, asking questions about their perceptions Household Economic Statistics
of the problem properties around them, length Division
they have lived in the area and what they might

like to see done with these properties. This data, National Review of Real Estate

along with city statistics about vacancy rates, Markets

Integra Realty Resources -
Memphis

code violations, and foreclosures will allow me to
come to a conclusion about what the next step
needs to be with these properties. | conducted
my survey on four different weekends, targeting
areas where there were a lot of vacant houses,
All together | conducted 26 different surveys
around the Mid-Town North area.

Research Methods
| used the database from the Department of Code
Enforcement and GIS and Excel to present my
findings.
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Findings

*The majority of the residents surveyed have lived in the area for longer then 20 years, and
many of them inherited their homes from family members.

*Excessive litter/debris, drug sales, crime and the reduction of property values were the
most common reasons given for how the property affects their home.

*While many people advocated that they did not want to see more vacant lots in their
neighborhood, they couldn't stand to see this property, which on average had been vacant
for a least a year still standing.

+Some residents viewed the properties as not being a problem, even though the houses
were old and in disrepair. The majority of the houses in Mid Town North were built more
then 50 years ago.
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Conclusions and Suggestions for the
Future

*Many of these problem properties are on the City's
condemnation list and many will be demolished within the
next two years.

+Some of the properties will be turned over to Parcels of
Interest, who will hopefully be able to acquire some of
these properties through tax sale or foreclosures.

*More funding needs to be allocated to properly secure
(board up) many of these vacant houses, as individuals
are now able to gain access and damage the property.

*The city must take a strong stance on this issue,
especially in an area like Mid Town North where more
properties are coming down then going up.



