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RANDOMIZED EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology 350
Fall 2007
Instructor Information:

Julie Steel, Ph. D.

Office:  Clough 125
Office hours: Wed 9-11 and 2-4

Phone: 901-843-3516
E-mail: steelj@rhodes.edu 
Meeting Time and Place

Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:45am, Clough 123
Required Texts
None – Readings will be assigned on a week-by-week basis.  In most cases, they will be in the form of reserve readings that will be held on my office door.  
Purpose
As you know, the college is well into the process of changing to a new curriculum from “general degree requirements” to “foundational requirements”.  In doing so, the psychology department is making a few changes to its major requirements.  This course will take the place of Psyc 212 in the new curriculum.  It has many of the same goals as Psyc 212, but it will no longer be taken concurrently with Psyc 211 (stat).  If you are using the “old” curriculum, it will count as EITHER a Lab course OR as an Applied course.  If you are using the “new” curriculum, it will count as your “advanced methods” course.
In this course, you will be exposed to research in the field of justice-seeking.  This course will help you learn the basic principles of experimental methodologies used in psychology and apply the methodologies in a real setting.  In addition, you will become very familiar with the current literature in the area of justice-seeking.  You will be involved in a hands-on research project dealing with the psychology of justice-seeking from inception through completion.  You will critically evaluate research studies and you will utilize your knowledge to conduct a research experiment (devise a research question, concoct a study methodology, run subjects, input data, analyze results, and disseminate findings). In addition, you will assist OTHER members of the class as they grapple with the nuts and bolts of their own research projects.  THIS CLASS IS A GROUP EFFORT.  
I have decided to treat this course as a research LAB rather than a research COURSE.  What’s the difference, you might ask?  In a research lab, you not only care about what YOU are doing, you also care about what OTHER MEMBERS of the lab are doing.  Multiple research studies will be conducted by this class during this semester.  One of those studies will be “your” study.  But you will also participate in the research projects of other members of the class by providing feedback, acting as “mock” participants, and by helping other groups analyze data and evaluate their results.  Basically, this is a family-style course just without the Lazy Susan.   There will be many “plates” going around the table, and we’ll all be sharing.

Objectives

1) You will learn how to apply course material to improve thinking and problem solving (e.g., presentations, experimentation).

2) You will develop specific research skills, competencies, and points of view needed by psychological scientists.
3) You will acquire skills in working with others as member of a team.
4) You will develop skill in expressing yourself orally and in writing.
REQUIRMENTS/TASKS

Exam (50 pts)
One in-class exam will be given midway through the semester.  It will consist of multiple choice, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions.  The content of the exam questions will be taken from readings (the readings I assign and the readings you choose to present to the class), discussions, and our research questions/studies.
Team Work (30 pts)
I am a social psychologist.  I am familiar with the phenomenon known as “social loafing”.  I want to avoid this phenomenon.  You will be expected to pull your own weight and I have set the class up to make social loafing difficult.  Periodically, your group members will evaluate you in terms of your effort, availability, collegiality, and work product.  If you don’t pull your weight, your grade will suffer.
IRB Proposal (30 pts)
You and your partners will write an ethics proposal for your project. At Rhodes (as at other institutions), every research project utilizing human subjects must be approved by a college-wide committee known as the Institutional Review Board (IRB).  This is a process to be taken very seriously, and each group will draft a proposal (it will likely take at least 2 revisions to get it up to par).
Annotated Bibliography (50 pts)
You will be responsible for finding 10 articles relevant to your research topic.  You will THOROUGHLY READ and then summarize and critique ALL 10 studies. The summary and critique of each article should be 1 page long and should be single-spaced. You also need to attach article abstracts (obtained from PsycInfo) to your summaries. All of the studies should be empirical (meaning research studies NOT review articles). If you have difficulty locating empirical studies, please inform me early in the semester.

Individual presentations (20 pts each, 40 pts total)
Each student will be graded on two individual in-class presentations. Each of these presentations should take approximately 15-20 minutes.  One presentation will be either a book chapter or a journal article assigned by me.  The other presentation will be on an article you will choose to present to the class.  
Book Chapter Presentations.  When you present a book chapter, you should present the main concepts of the chapter, and you should come prepared with discussion questions, an in-class demonstration, or some other strategy to get the students involved in the material.  The purpose of the exercise is to give you experience of choosing the most important points/concepts and speaking articulately about them.  YOU MAY NOT READ VERBATIM FROM POWERPOINT SLIDES OR NOTES.  You should prepare a conversational discussion of material.
Article Presentations.  Each student will prepare a presentation of empirical or theoretical articles relevant to their research topic.  Some of these studies will be supplied by ME, and in some cases YOU will choose these articles.  Regardless, for this assignment, you must present the article to the class (the class will have also read the study).  You should come prepared with discussion questions to get the students involved.  NOTE:  these presentations do not have to be BORING.  I don’t want to be bored any more than you do.  
Here are the keys to a good presentation:

1) Choose your article wisely.  Make sure it is relevant and that it provides some interesting finding.  Your article should come from a highly reliable source (i.e., a published article in academic journal).  In some cases, I will do the “choosing”, and I promise to choose wisely.
2) Choose your article EARLY.  Don’t procrastinate.  You need to submit a hard copy of your article to me 3 days before presentation. I will put it on my office door (Clough 125) so that everyone can read it beforehand and be prepared to participate in discussion. 

3) Prepare an enlightening and entertaining presentation.  As you prepare your presentation, THINK about the perspective of the audience.  Present information in an organized fashion, but also try to get your audience involved in the material.  Teach them something.  
Group Presentations (30 pts each, 60 pts total)
You will be responsible for preparing two group presentations on your research project (approximately 30 min. each).   One of these will be in the form of a research proposal (before data collection) and the other will be in the form of a completed research presentation (at the end of the semester).  
You should demonstrate your background knowledge on your topic, summarize previous findings, discuss the relevance of previous research to your topic, and generate discussion. All group members should share equally in the responsibilities of both preparing and presenting the PowerPoint presentation.  Ten points will be allocated to presentation materials and 20 points to content and execution. You should turn in a copy of your PowerPoint slides to me by the time you give a presentation.

Class Participation (50 pts)
Class participation grades will be assigned based upon attendance, preparedness for class (having done the readings, civility in the classroom, participation in discussion, etc. 
Poster Presentation (30 pts)
You and your partners will complete a poster presentation of your research project at a poster conference. Details about the conference will be discussed later in the semester. Each group should be prepared to give a brief talk to attendees (2-3 min.) This poster presentation will help you think more deeply about your study and the meaning of data -- as you prepare your arguments to others. 
Research Paper (80 pts)
You will write a research paper on your study.  You are responsible for doing thorough background research on your topic and writing up a report in APA format. The paper should include abstract, introduction, method, results and discussion.  I will provide a detailed handout of my expectations later in the semester.
Grading

Test* 
50 points

Team work 
30 points


IRB proposal
30 points

Bibliography*
50 points

Individual pres.*
40 points (20 pts each)


Group Pres
60 points (30 pts each)
Class participation
50 points 

Poster
30 points

Research paper*
80 points

Note: * Individual assignments

The course has 420 points available, and the percentage of the total points obtained will be used to determine your grade according to the following:

Grades will be assigned according to the following "percentage of total point" cutoff:
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Excuses 

The exam should be taken on the day assigned. I will only allow a make-up exam under highly unusual circumstances (e.g., sickness requiring doctor’s visit). A full letter grade (10 points) will be deducted each day for late papers.

Honor Code

As in all courses at Rhodes, students are expected to act honorably in pursuit of our mutual educational objectives.  All work in this course is pledged.   
Plagiarism:  In regard to all other assignments, you should be careful to properly acknowledge ideas obtained from outside sources (textbooks, lectures, journals, the web, ideas of other students, etc.), and you should pledge this work as follows: This paper is my own work, and the ideas in this report reflect my understanding of and thinking about this material.    

Class Schedule of Topics (EXTREMELY TENTATIVE)
	Day
	Topic & reading
	Assignment to be done FOR class

	8/23
	Review syllabus
	

	8/28
	Methods in Review
	Read Ch 1-3 Kantowitz et al. (student pres.)

	8/30
	Discuss Justice Review Article
Ethics in Research - Reviewed
	Read Schroeder et al. (2002); (student pres.)
Ch 2 Shaughnessy et al. (student pres.)

	9/4
	Student article presentations (3)
	Three research articles (student pres.)

	9/6
	Student article presentations (4)
	Four research articles (student pres.)

	9/11
	Research PLANNING
	Two hashed out research ideas due 

	9/13
	Research PLANNING, IRB proposal 
	

	9/18
	Survey Construction, issues of validity, experimental realism
	Read Ch 5 and Ch 7 from Cozby (student pres.)

	9/20
	Finalize Methodology
Student presentations of research articles (3)
	

	9/25
	Student presentations of research articles (4)
	

	9/27
	Group presentations of research proposals (with at least five sources)
	Submit: IRB proposal to me

	10/2
	Exam
	

	10/4
	Pilot testing and Finalizing 
	bring ALL research materials

	10/9
	Pilot testing and Finalizing
	Submit final IRB proposal to the IRB

	10/11
	Pilot testing and Finalizing
	

	Fall Recess

	10/18
	Data collection and data entry
	

	10/23
	Data collection and data entry
	

	10/25
	Data collection and data entry
	Annotated bibliography due

	10/30
	Organizing and interpreting results
	

	11/1
	Organizing and interpreting results
	

	11/6
	Writing Research Reports:  

Intro/Method
	Final SPSS database Due (submit via email), Read Szuchman Ch 3 & 4

	11/8
	Writing Research Reports:  Results/Discussion
	Read Szuchman Ch 5 & 6

	11/13
	Preparing for Poster Presentation
	Read Rosnow & Rosnow Ch 8

	11/15
	Preparing for Poster Presentation
	Draft of Intro, Methods, Results due

	11/20
	Posters, Posters, Posters!!!
	

	Thanksgiving Recess

	11/27
	Group Presentations of Research
	

	11/29
	Group Presentations of Research
	Draft of Discussion due

	12/4
	Group Presentations of Research and 

Course wrap up
	

	
	Poster Session sometime this week
Last Day Wrap Up
	Final Papers Due by Tues 12/11 at 9pm


Presentation Assignments










  
Presenter

Kantowitz Chapter 1
Explanation in Scientific Psychology







Kantowitz Chapter 2
Research Techniques:  Observation & Correlation





Kantowitz Chapter 3
Research Techniques:  Experiments







Schroeder et al.

Justice Within Social Dilemmas







Shaughnessy Ch 2

Ethical Issues in the Conduct of Psychological Research




Cozby Ch 5

Measurement Concepts








Cozby Ch 7

Asking People about Themselves:  Survey Research





