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Education:

1996
Ph.D.
Twentieth-Century American Literature, Emory University 

1989
M.A.
English, Washington University 

1988
B.A.
summa cum laude, with honors in English, Washington & Lee University

Publications:

Books

Alternative Atlanta.  Novel.  New York: Bantam Books, 2005.  
Understanding David Foster Wallace.  Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 2004. 

Trouble with Girls.  Short Stories.  Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 2003.

John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion. Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 2001.

Forthcoming

The Encyclopedia of American Literature, Volume IV: 1946-2005.  Editor/Primary Contributor.  Columbia, SC.  Bruccoli Clark Layman, Inc.  A complete list of my entries is included as an appendix.

The Opinion Leader.  A Novel.  

Short Fiction

“The Remotes.”  New England Review 27, Number 3 (Fall 2006): 215-223.
“Anger Head.”  Don’t Abuse the Muse.  Dallas: The Middlefinger Press, 2005
“How to Prosper During the Coming Bad Years.”  The Sun, 2002.

“In Between Things.” The Missouri Review 23, no. 1 (Spring 2000): 9-24.  Reprinted in New Stories from the South: The Year’s Best 2001.  Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Book of Chapel Hill, 2001.

“The King and I.” Atlanta Review 5, no.1 (Fall/Winter 1998): 87-98.

“Bloody Knuckles.” Yalabousha Review 3 (Spring 1997): 17-29.

“A Midsummer Night’s Orbit.” Habersham Review 6, no. 1 (Spring 97): 53-68. 

“Wolfe.” New England Review 16, no 3 (Summer 1994): 71-86.

“Hidden Agendas.” Playboy 40, no. 2, February 1993: 78-80, 136, 168-174. 

“Bottoms Up.” Playboy 38, no. 11, November 1991: 78-80, 136-143. 

“Forts.” Shenandoah 40, no. 4 (Winter 1990): 96-112.

Scholarship

Review of Rabbit (Un)Redeemed: The Drama of Belief in John Updike's Fiction, by Peter J. Bailey. Modern Fiction Studies 53.1 (2007):191-195.
“David Foster Wallace.”  The Dictionary of Literary Biography.  Columbia, SC.  Bruccoli Clark Layman, Inc. Forthcoming
"Updike, Religion, and the Novel of Moral Debate."  The Cambridge Companion to John Updike.  Olster, Stacy, ed.  New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005: 43-57.

“John Updike.”  Popular Contemporary Writers.  New York: Marshall Cavendish Reference Books, 2005.  

Review of Leopards in the Temple: The Transformation of American Fiction 1945-1970, by Morris Dickstein.  The Washington Post Book World, Sunday, July 28, 2002: 15.

Review of Southern Aberrations: Writers of the American South and the Problems of Regionalism, by Richard Gray. Oxford American 33, May/June 2000: 98.

Review of Blank Fictions, by James Annesley. Georgia Review (Spring 1999): 201-203.

 "The World and the Void: Creatio ex Nihilo and Homoeroticism in John Updike's Rabbit Is Rich." John Updike and Religion: The Sense of the Sacred and The Motions of Grace. James O. Yerkes, ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishers, 1999: 161-179.  

 “The Black Jesus: Racism and Redemption in John Updike’s Rabbit Redux.” Contemporary Literature 39 (Spring 1998): 99-132.

Honors, Grants, Fellowships:

2007 Keynote Speaker, 2007 Rhodes College Convocation.  

To view the speech, go to http://www.rhodes.edu/academics/4476_4481.asp

2007
       Clarence Day Award for Outstanding Research and Creative Activity

2003
T. K. Young Professor of English Endowed Chair

2003
Trouble with Girls selected as a Book Sense 76 Pick
2002
Clarence Day Award for Excellence in Teaching

2002
Tuition Scholarship, Bread Loaf Writer’s Conference

2000           “In Between Things” selected by Shannon Ravenel for inclusion in New Stories from the South: Best of 2000

1999 Finalist, Indiana Review Short Story Contest 2000, for “How to Prosper During 



the Coming Bad Years”

1998

Rhodes College Faculty Development Endowment Grant
1992-96
Emory University Graduate Fellowship 

1995

Mellon Foundation Summer Funding Fellowship

1994

Nomination, Excellence in Graduate Research Award

1994

Distinguish Pass, Ph.D. Oral Examination

1990-91
Washington University Graduate Fellowship 

1988-89
Washington University Graduate Scholarship 

1987

Third Prize, Playboy College Fiction Contest 

