CONSTITUTION OF (NAME)

ARTICLE I - Name, Purpose and General Statements

Section 1 What is the exact title of the organization?

Section 2 What is (are) the purpose(s)?

Section 3 Nonprofit status of organization

Section 4 Special relationship(s) with other organization(s), policies, etc.

ARTICLE II - Membership

Section 1 Who is eligible for membership? Are there special requirements or restrictions?

Section 2 Are there categories of membership? If so, what are they?

Section 3 How does one become a member?

Section 4 How does one maintain membership in good standing? Can a member be removed from the rolls of the organization, and for what cause and by what process?

ARTICLE III - Officers

Section 1 How many officers are there? What are the requirements for holding an office?

Section 2 What are the duties and general responsibilities of the officers?

Section 3 How are officers elected/appointed? How long do they serve? Can they be removed from office? Under what circumstance(s) and by what procedure? When are they selected and take office?

ARTICLE IV - Committees

Section 1 Which standing committee(s) shall exist? What are the duties and responsibilities of these committees? Who serves on these committees?

Section 2 Special committees?

ARTICLE V - Meetings

Section 1 How many regular meetings are to be held? How are they called and who is responsible?

Section 2 How many for a quorum?

Section 3 How are decisions made? Simple majority?

Section 4 Special meetings? For special purpose only? Who may call them?

ARTICLE VI - Financial Matters

Section 1 The club shall not provide monetary gain, incidentally or otherwise, to its directors or membership.

Section 2 Should the organization dissolve, leaving residual assets, how shall these be distributed? If not stated, who shall decide?

ARTICLE VII - Bylaws

Section 1 If there are to be provisions for bylaws, how are they to be established? Who prepares? How are they announced?

Who can vote? Quorum needed? Majority vote?

ARTICLE VIII - Amendments

Section 1 Who can propose? To who are they submitted? Who reviews? How much notice must be given to members of upcoming vote? When do they take effect?

Section 2 Quorum? Vote needed to pass?

DATE OF RATIFICATION: ________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURES OF OFFICERS/WITTNESSES: _________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
SAMPLE CONSTITUTION

The Beekeeper’s Club

I. Purpose

The purpose of the Beekeepers Club shall be to provide the Rhodes College community with an opportunity for beekeepers to get together and discuss the latest advances in beekeeping technology and to educate the student and faculty of the college about the art of beekeeping.

II. Membership

The Beekeepers’ Club is open to all students enrolled at Rhodes College

A. Membership is acquired by attending a meeting, and maintaining regular attendance.

B. A member may not miss more than two consecutive meetings, unless excused by an officer.

III. Officers

A. Officers shall be elected by members who attended at least two meetings prior to the one at which the election is to take place. Elections shall be held at the end of each spring semester.

B. Officers shall include:

1) President, whose duties shall include:

· Presiding over meetings

· Organizing the club agenda

· Being responsible for all beekeeping equipment

2) Vice President, whose duties shall include:

· Acting as President Pro Tem

· Acting as liaison to the faculty

· Arranging for meeting space

· Advertising

3) Treasurer, whose duties shall include:

· Handling financial matters of the club

· Maintaining contact with the Allocation Board chair

4) Secretary, whose duties shall include:

· Keeping meeting and committee meeting minutes

· Keeping club records and rosters

C. Any member may request an impeachment vote. Impeachment requires a two-thirds majority vote by members who have attended at least three meetings prior to the one at which the impeachment vote is held.

IV. Committees

A. Standing Committees of the Beekeepers Club shall be as follows:

1) Programming. The programming committee shall coordinate at least one event per semester to educate the faculty and students of Rhodes College about the art of beekeeping.
The committee shall be chaired by the vice president and consist of all interested members.

2) Membership. The membership committee shall be responsible for spearheading the beekeepers’ annual recruitment drive and coordinating the organization’s presence at college events such as the S.A.C.K. activities fair. The membership committee shall be chaired by the secretary of the Beekeepers Club.

B. Special Committees

Special committees may be created by the Beekeepers’ Club president as needed.

V. Meetings

a. Regular meetings shall be held weekly while college is in session. The president shall set the meeting schedule during the summer and distribute the year’s meeting schedule at the beginning of the fall term.

b. Quorum shall be 50% of the membership plus one.

c. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.

d. The president may call emergency meetings by giving members 48 hours’ notice when business cannot wait till the next regularly scheduled meeting.

VI. Financial

a. The club shall not provide monetary gain, incidentally or otherwise, to its directors or members.

b. In the event that this club dissolves, all college monies received through the Allocations Board shall be returned to the college as required by Allocation Board policy. Any residual funds left from the organization’s fundraiser shall be donated to an area beekeeper association, with the association’s permission.

VII. Bylaws may be created by the membership by a majority vote of the membership.

VIII. Amendments

a. Any member may request a vote to alter the constitution.

Amendments to this constitution must be submitted in writing to the secretary at least 48 hours prior to the meeting the amendments are to be introduced. Passage of an amendment requires a two-thirds majority vote by members who have attended at least three meetings prior to the one at which the vote is to be held.

b. Amendments approved by the membership become effective at the beginning of the term following the amendments’ approval.

c. Any changes to this constitution shall be submitted to the Rhodes Student Government and the Office of Student Activities.

d. The Beekeepers Club will not engage in activities that violate the Rhodes College policies delineated in the Student Handbook.

Approved unanimously on 1/1/01

President’s Signature: ________________________________
