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The purpose of BIOFEEDBACK is to provide an
important and timely vehicle for the dissemination of
information concerning BOTH faculty and students of
the Biology Department. Any notices or information
that you wish to include in BIOFEEDBACK should be
submitted to either Dr. Carolyn or Dr. Alan Jaslow.
BIOFEEDBACK will be published each semester.

The Chair’s Niche

eaching senior
seminar brings
special joys and

challenges to the
professor. From the
teaching standpoint,
the greatest chal-

iy lenge comes before

"~ the course begins.

This is when the pro-

fessor searches through a host of journal articles, looking
for appropriate papers that the students will read and dis-
cuss in the early weeks of the class. This is the challenge in
which | have been engaged over the past several weeks.

Preparing for my senior seminar on the means by which
pathogens subvert or evade the immune response, | ran
across an intriguing review article. The author points out
that we and our normal gut bacteria are most properly con-
sidered as symbionts. Furthermore, in order for the symbi-
otic bacteria to persist in our gut, they must have evolved
special means for subverting and evading the immune
response, much as pathogens have done to maintain patho-
genesis. So although the article was not about pathogens
per se, | felt it would add an interesting comparison for the
senior seminar.

As | finally looked at the byline of the paper, | had a bold
and pleasant surprise. The author of this article in the pres-
tigious journal, nature, was Lora v. Hooper, none other than
my very first research student at rhodes, who did senior
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honors research with me in 1988! Lora has had a very suc-
cessful research career. She is tenured at the University
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas and holds
the honor of being a Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Investigator.

And this brings me to the joy of teaching Senior Seminar,
and of teaching at a liberal arts college in general. As your
professors, we meet you when you step on campus with wide
eyes and trepidation. Then, we get to witness and be part of
your four years of intellectual and social growth and matu-
rity. At times, we get to see this stage of your intellectual
development culminate in our Senior Seminar class. And on
special occasions, including at least once a year as we invite
an alumnus or alumna to speak in our seminar series, we cel-
ebrate what you achieve after leaving rhodes. Thank you for
these opportunities.

Dr. Gary Lindquester

Primary Productivity and
Secondary Growth

The following is a list of honors, awards,
publications and meeting participation
of our faculty and students since March
11, 20009.

...Kim Green 09 who won the Award
for Excellence in Biology for the '08-
‘09 academic year. Jackie Hancock '10
B was given the Award for Outstanding
Research in Blology, and Ted Boozalis '12 was presented the
Award for Excellence in First-Year Biology.

.. Dr. David Kesler, who received the Jameson M. Jones
Award for Outstanding Faculty Service at the Opening
Convocation in August. This award honors current faculty
who have rendered exemplary service and provided leader-
ship to the Rhodes community.

...the Phi Beta Kappa initiates of the class of 2009: Jamie
Glancy, Kimberly Green, Anum Minhas, Marianne Olson,
Andrew Roads, and Rebekah Russ.






