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TRUE HAPPINESS

True happiness-the desire of the race,
True principles-the hope of the age,
True liberty--all would embrace,

To secure these we all engageo

But what is the price of this trio?
And what does it cost to obtain.
The price to be paid may not be s0,
The buyer,the treasure may gaine.

Whatever the cost,men will pay,
Whatever the distance,they run,
Whether a thousand years or a day,
They will do what has to be doneo

But 'twas better to chase butterflies,
Or seek the pot of gold,

That at the end of the rainbow l}ies
Or strive the wind to hold.

Than to seek true happiness from without,
And still indulge in singj
Or subject faith to fear and doubt
For happiness lies within,
---William Herbert Brewster

DR.W.HERBERT BREWSTER,Minister

"THE GROUND IS LEVEL AT THE CROSS"
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Reverend Dr. William Herbert Brewst€r8971987)arrived for the firstitne in
Memphis in the year 1915. The emphasis of this researchtis@ost1915 when he was an
active political and religious figure in the city amcthe region. This study of his life and
influences would not be complete, however, without a dsonf theclimate in which he
began Brewstew a s  bnoanworodim cabin in the middle of a cotton field hard on the
Fayettefand] Hardeman county lie, the eldest of eight childréhon what is now called Ames
Plantation.He wasborn in one of twg/ears. This was before a real census was taken in rural
western Tennessee. Literacy was scarce, and birthdates were estimated as they accorded with a
memorable event of that yeaB.r e wst er 6s birth year was either
gnat gée,when Fayette and Hardeman Counties, #fth
were destructive to animals as well as to peo
which was termed 6t her gwstrerofs ayhgngwifitér.tdrheffa ® ez et
trees were broken down under the weight of snow and ice, and the plantation houses were
crushed by these ¢t Brewsteneryeimbeg Wil ntcéhro set drthrmas .y® ar
because heds a |little fellow. o

His modest beginng and, more specifically, his triumph over certain obstacles

associated wh Fayette County in the early®@entury serveds inspiation to himthroughout

his ninety years He remembersi We di dnét have raci al hat e back

'Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. ATrue Happiness. 0O East
29 July 2009. East Trigg Baptist Churghchives.
ZAMusician Minister s M@pbkipPeekScimitat 11 Ociobed 1082gPg.c3. Atdessed 23

June 2009. Main Library Memphis Room, Brewster Biographical Collection.

3Reagon, Bernice Johnson, Bde 6 | | Under st a ByPidneering Africanemericagospal n d
composersWashingtonSmithsonian Press, 1992. Pg. 186
4 .
Ibid.

>Thorton, Charles. fi G o sMemphis Rres8gimites 8 Octolbep 1982 rAecdssedl 16T0hlye
2009. University of Memphis MississippiValley Collection, 57575.



| learned anything about that. Folks black and white were Jim Babdyt helping each other

out . Theydd go by | ant énfwalt éghto kelbgsedolto:
While race seems to have been less of an issue in West TenndBseetwws t er 6 s young

an issue that he recalls confronting repeatedlythvasivailability and qualitgf educationn

rural TennesseeBrewster describes his early education in an interview with Dr. Bernice

Johnson Reagoea specialist in AfricasAmerican oral history, performance and protest

traditions and curator for the Smithsonian InstituBsewster remember8¥ ou wer en 6t cou

by grads, there wereeader8[ é ] didiBlugback Speller carried words, and most of the

words rhymed, and at theual margin there were sentences, poetic sentences, beautiful

expressions’0One of these margined sententes om Br ewst er s memory i | |

emphases of education in this space and:time

Every task once begun,

Never |l eave i1t until itdos done
Do the labor, great or small,

Do it well or not at alf°

Life on the plantatio was demanding. Farmers and sharecroppers often depended on children to
supplement laborer shortages. Employing children as necessary tools toward the survival of the
farm had acritical impact on the long and short term continuity of education. Brewster

remembers: AThe school terms in those days de

*The Band, Bl ack Oak Arkansas, which made this expressi
came from Black Oak to Memphis in 1969 and signed a deal with STAX records. They site their Southern
Baptist Heritage aa major influence.

"AMusician Minister s M8ukigpPeekScimitat 14 Ociobe® 1082gPg.63. Atdessed 23
June 2009. Main Library Memphis Room, Bewster Biographical Collection.

8f r e a d & A hook ofnselected writings (on a patilar subject, by a particular author, etc.), esp. used as a
school textbook or for exercise in reading; an anthology.Gxferd English Dictionarnline.

® Reagon, Bernice Johnson, Bble 61 | Understand |t Better Bgosplnd By: Pi ol
composersWashington: Smithsonian Press, 1992. Pg. 187.

1% 1bid.



the planting season depe hdnasdtudydomeny SardRagers ar | y s
regarding the early education systems of Fayette County, shé&artsgortation difficulties

(students carried themselves to school on foot); age to level misapprop(&itidants were

often not the appropriate age for their gladedfarmdutesas i ssues affecting
performance in school, access to the classroom, and educational continuation after completion of

the primary readers.

Brewster was a diligent studesntd, as is evident in this early recollection, boasted a fine
menory. Hefinished the readers and, thus, finished his elementary educatiorbedolemany
other childrenhisageTo gi ve context to his own situatior
educational career started in a cabin in a cotton field with héeadto had been fortunate to
have compl eted t he Isthixendronmentdit wasenetencammondarthed e . 0
teachers, themselves, to have been sparingly educated.

Despite thebviousshortcoming®f the Fayette County school prograBn e ws t er 0 s
praise of the system was that f[t]hey ¥would n
Upon completing the basic read®ased progranBr e wst er 6 s educati on move
where he was tutored lan old Baptist preacher named @hvyones.This would have been the
equivalent othigh schoadbin the Fayette Coup educational program. Tutorage like this was
not free. One paidhat they were able @fford on a monthly basis. The churtttatsponsored
the tutorage aimed to payethutor a salary of around fifteen dollars per morilach student
would pay one to two dollars per month, and from this we can deduce that each educator was in

charge of an average of seven gastnary level studentsBrewster e me mber s t hat Jor

11 i
Ibid., 188.
2Rosser, Joy. Personal interview. 8 July 2009. Cited in: Rogers, SaBeginnings of Public Education in
Rural Tennessee During the Reconstruction Perfideimphis: Riodes Institute for Regional Studies, 2009.
13Reagon,BerniceJohnson,E/lde6II Understand It Better Bgospalnd By: Pio

composersWashington: Smithsonian Press, 1992. Pg. 187.



no relationship with the Board of Education. There was not much concern about Black
education. What they wanted you to know was how to wash and iron and work in the fields, cut
l ogs and do the things*Bhawsweadbsftrhhewashojes o
sixteen years old, was as an educatongside Joneshere he was paid twenty dollars per
week, five doll ardés more than even Jonesodo sal
these figures was only strengthened by time andreuze.

At sixteen Brewster recalls feeling conflictexvard his home church. He identified

more with his grandmotherdéds singing of the sp

ministry. B r e wthe pastorivaseprea&chirty éome dra Iat ¢f #hings he
would preach, | woul d kn o WBrdwsterfaccepedtie Christc a u s e
after a fAman who was not the preacher said, 6

preacher. There is preacher all over it He wasfbaptized inOld Northfolk Creek, a clear
stream that [flows] into the Wolf River, on the third Sunday in June of 1914. Shortly thereafter,
be began preaching. o
The story of Brewstero6s personal bandt i sm i
verse alike. One of the more striking instan

How My Jesus Brought Me Througf?

| was young but bless His name | still recall
How | took the lord to be my all and all
Then a little when began to turn

And a little fire began to burn

1 bid.
YIbid., 189.
1% bid., 190
"Magness. Perre iBr ewst er a Fat h@mmacdal AGpeadpuné 2000uPs).iCE2. Acce3shde
" 29 July 2009. Courtesy of Yvonne Griggs, East Trigg Baptist Church, Memphis, TN.
Ibid.



| stole away with death and judgment on my mind
So | left this mean and sinful world behind

My head got wet with the morning dew

The morning stat was a witness too

| know the spirit took my feet up from the mire
And it set my sinful soul on holy fire

| looked at my hands and they looked new

| looked at my feet and they did too

| remember the very day | got baptized

| was shouting out before | realized

6Twas mighty pretty down by the water side
Some were laughing whileters cried?

These lyrics are more naturalistic than others, bringing in the landscape and connecting it to the

sacred act where others might separate the two completely. Oftentimes a baptism is seen as

purely symbolic and having nothing to d@mthesurrounding environmenBrewster,

however, embraces the surrounding environment and uses it as a method to reach alternative

audiences. | would argue that, in his songs, the Reverend often uses sensory experiesitees to

a listenership.Thisisnots mpl y a summons to | isten. Brewst

toward education. The type of audience that this particular hymn can impact is greater than a

hymn that has its textual basemsi pt ure or &fire and bri mstone
Thiseventleadsuso wi t hin a year of Brewsterods arr|

ito get more [ ed’Heatrievcea]l |psr,epiartatwiaossn.ldat e 1915

boss Edward Hull Crump) was coming into power

¥ Tribute: The Life of Dr. William Herbert Brewste?™ Edition. MemphisThe Brewster House of Sermon Songs,
Christian Literature and Dramatic Artk984.Pg. 30

®AMusician Ministers M8ukipPeekScimitat 11 OciobeB 1082gPg.63. Atdessed 23
June 2009. Main Library Memphis Room, Bxwster Biograplual Collection.



Memphis B r e w sntered [th@] Howe Colligate Institute, where he studied under T.O. Fuller
and Sutton E. Griggs. He then attended Roger
his education as 61 ar f{pedireminds uthag pegro Iaskititipnsa@ nd j um
learning that were regmized were few and far betwe@?' After going through the Howe
l nstitution, he went #Afrom oneBhugosaget hédwhewk
would go to a school, | had theproblenf havi ng to teach the teache
t hat 6 s | %Brewsteddter redeimed an.hanorary doctorate from Bennett College in
GreensborolN.C?® Many years after having surpassed these many educational obstacles, he
reflects mlIgpl ad | didndot know education [growing U
makes you a poor Christian. o

Brewsterwas ordained and began at his first church, Alexander Baptist Church north of
Somerville in April 1918. There, in June, he njdtlia] Nelson. iiThey were married on
Thanksgiving Day, five months % adgeher,theglmmd t hey
two children: Juanita A6Nitao Brewster Crensh
Brewster. Both individuals carriedgno me of Br ewster 6s tradition.
ONi ta fian accomplished musician and soloist a
own r®¥ ght. o

After this first pastorate, William Herbert Brewster came back to Memphis in the 1920s.
Here,fhe was captivated by the music of W.C. Handy with its propulsive rhithBrewster

remembers that early on, he had begufasiioning songs sung in his home church in Fayette

“bid.

2 1bid.,. 191

2 |bid.

#bid., 190

% The Brewster Revival and the Camp Meeting on the Air Ense@ihepilation C.D. Used by permission of
James and Bernice Gailey, Memphis, TN.

% Ibid.



County to make them agree with the biblical texts] Bor most of his lifejuietly went about
becoming a historic figure in the fields of religious education, race relations, gospel drama,
religious poetryand gospel musit.

Brewster says that he realized the power of music through his grandmother, Harriet
Aberstonds,iShegwag singing and | audhatiHoyg out |
Ghost laugh, they used to call it. And then she would be crying. The tears were meeting under
her Jhitistrugg a harp in my head® Dr. Brewster dtddrte t hat he
songs during World War 1. This said, it is very difficult, if not in vain, to pinpoint the period in
which the Reverend began contributing to the realm of American music. As his granddaughter,
Kentosha BrewsteEvans,noted in an intenew:

His most f amoAsoma oite a se rénmo,n hseedts thboe emmu swrci,

sermons for a long time. He just decided to put them to musi¢.hBmoetry; his

songs; his sermons all went haneh a n d é You actually candot pt

exaclywhen he started t% actually write songs

The William HerberBrewstermwho is the subject of this reseatisttalled by many
variations on the name abov&hough this is largely due to faulty fact checking and incomplete
source materiah the secondargnaterials published between 1950s to the 199@se is some
cause for confusionln this work, | have chosen to refer to him without suffig. as Reverend

Dr. William Herbert Brewster; W.H. Brewster; The Reverend or simply Brewstgseems to

“Thorton, Charles. AGoO $Memphis RresSoimites 8 @ctol¢i0188@.rAecessed 16 July
2009. University of Memphig Mississippi Valley Collection, 57575.

% Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. Interview by Dr. William H. Wiggins, Jr. Tape recording. East Trigg Baptist
Church.Tribute, 1983.

®AMusician Minister s M&upkigpPeesScimitat 11 Ociobed 1082gPg.08. Atdessed 23
June 2009. Main Library Memphis Room, Brewster Biogpaical Collection.

% BrewsterEvans, Kentosha. Interview by Kayla Miller and Josie afudl. East Trigg Baptist Church. 10 July

2009.



have been the second William Herbert Brewster in the family after his father. After him, there

have been two more William Herbert Brewsters to this faenmer 2009in the same family

line. The designatioReverendloes not help to distinguidletweerthe Brewstewwhom|

discuss and his sowho was also a preacher in Memphis
Brewster often had nicknames for peopl e.

called his grandson fAKeith.o When refmerring

using the first through fourthumerical designatianas a suffixand will clarify the identity of

the individual to whom | am referring through explanation of relationship. It should be noted

that in many texts, even those which reflect much resetetidrewster whas the subject of

this text is often called 6Brewster, Sr.o6 des
Before the accomplishments that led such Tennessee leadenmasgovernor and

current U.S. Senator, Lamar AlexandedformerMayor of Shelby County, WillianN. Morris,

Jr.to congratulate Dr. William Herbert Brewster on imduction into the Smithsonian Institute

in recognition of his gospel mus@nd before a French film company decided to make a

documentary abotutim, Brewster remembers:

While growing up in Brownsville, Tennessee, some little white boys rode by me on their
bicycles singing this little ditty: &éOne,
woodpi | e candét count tome.dAhdd beeame determihddéot t hi ng
show them that | could count to elevéh.

We know that it was not in this moment that Dr. Brew#tst learned of the racial boundaries
and obstacles that music can cross. We can, however, establish this recoltectierofamany

exampl es i n Rev evheamudic eBtendsteyone its@aurcd. Whilethidi t t y O

31 Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. Interview by Dr. William H. Wiggins, Jr. Tape recording. East Trigg Baptist
Church.Tribute, 1983.
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carriesa negative intention, its effectuality is changed as an audience is redtteegoung
William Brewster responds with a dedicated counagleer tharshowing spitefulness or
timidity.
Brewster displays the same courage and assertiveness in his years spent in Memphis,

TennesseeHis arrival in 1915 coincided with the arrival of another influential figure in
Memphi s: f or mernemapyoolri taincdi aonmadBhEewsatr elr dHa | fl e ICa tu
to the former mayor is, for the most part, an
two fashionsthrough avery active participation in the Republican representative group of
Memphs and through musicE.H. Crump was a democrat.

Upon Brewsterods return to Memphis in the 192
permanently in place. Brewsté¢inough he did not ascribe to all of its idea¥ss a strong
contender for the advancemt of the Republican party in the city of Memphiswas the party
of Abraham Lincol n. Brewster says that the n
many, and calls the Lincoln League fAThe great
p e 0 pPiATke.n@me brought people together and encouraged involvement in issues relating to
the government.

Brewsterds work with the Lincoln League was
representing and supporting the Republican Party on the national levéénpscarose locally.
He saysfiwhen Black people showed interest in getting local positions, it was a tougb®fight.

There were two groups trying to obtain recognition as the Republican Party Representatives of

32 Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. Interview by Dr. Charles W. Crawford. Ritoj@obert R. Church Family. Tape
recording. East Trigg Baptist Church, Memphis, TN. 6 July 1983. Accessed 21 July 2009. University of
Memphisi Mississippi Valley Collection, filename: Brewster.

33 bid.
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Memphis. The first, the one to whichBree'st bel onged, called itself
in response, the second named itself the ALI I
I n a | ocal Republican Convention, Brewster r

convention hall was to be there when it opened. When w fijted up, Mr. Crump ordered
the police to come there and route us@fitin a later Memphis convention, the Black and Tan
party was seated, but then an alarm was pulled, and once out of the building, they were not let
backin. Theyheldaseparateo nvent i on next door . tytbhe Bl ack
represent the Republicamf®y increased as they moved up from the local Memphis scene.

According toDowdy, G. WayneCrump began his long political careenen he was
sworn in as a member of theard of public works supervisotsDespite the common
admiration of the Handys, Brewsiers vehementl|l y against the reignrn
ma c h i Soree.s@&VN. C. Handywh o named hi msel f O&éiFihlargepart her o
responsible for C u mp 6 s aed eeeattial control of Memphis.igtampaigriunecalled
AThe E.H. Crump Bluesod was heard widely on th

Mr. Crump won't allow no easyders® here,
Mr. Crump won't allow no easyders here,

| don't care what Mr. Crumwon't allow,

I'm gonna barrelhoudeanyhow.

Mr. Crump can go and catch hisself some#ir.

* Ibid.

% Wayne, Dowdy GMayor Crump don't like it machine politics in Memphigd® Ed. Oxford: University Press of
Mississippi, 2006Pg. 3.

%(U.S.slang: (a) a sexually satisfying loveb) a guitar. Theéxford English Dictionary OnlineSecond Edition.
1989.

371. A low-class drinking saloon, @ incorporating a lodgingouse or brothel; 2. Designating an unrestrained
type of jazz such as is played in baineluses, characterized by a forceful rhythfnb a r r e OBDOnlme . 0

3 Wayne, Dowdy GMayor Crump don't like it : machine politics Memphis 1 Ed. Oxford: University Press of
Mississippi, 2006Pg. 120.
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When Crump ran for mayor in 1909 it was common to have musicians play at rallies, and
his campaign was no exception. 0Aaneaneahi ng t o
Crumpbés staff to play at a meeting where he i
Cr u mpuring the campaiglCr umpés ref orm i mage was ridicul .
Americans who added der ¢gHandpledya banthatpertosnedton Ha n d
street corners to draw aoevd for Crump rallies. The soagvords were not quite an
endorsement of Crumpubit was still good publicity.This song acteds a very effective form
of advertizing forthe former mayar The repeated lines dMr. Crump won't allow no easy
ridershere portrays Crlungphti,n baint ethhei cfaalct W.Gat OThe
Handy, writes a colloquializedong about him during his campaigrakes him both accessible
and compelling to avide audience.
William HerbertBrewster responds to discriminatory issues in Memahisd Cr ump 6 s
control over Memphis through his composition of gospel music. He says:
After | got started writing music, people began to realize what | was trying to do and
were suppoite. In 1930, | wrotdiLeaning and Dependingonthe LaxdAbout 635 |
wrotefiMove On Upal Little Higheté That musi c was written at
there were lots of economic troubles. There was this big plant in North Memphis where
men would get @id on Saturdays at noon, then gamble away their money. They were
resortingto thingstht wer e not s o fogrendver@phiMvayor E Hu mp |
Crump]would round up dozens of truckloads of these black men, give them pints of
liquor, and have them vofeom one precinct to another. All that was happening, so |

wrote music to encourage people to move up on the scale of living to a higher tone of
morality. *°

39 i
Ibid.
““Smith, Whitney. fAward to Sa lQomneercial Agpbea Dedanber B983i Ry. Gosp e |
C6. Accessed 20 June 2009. Main Libratylemphis Room, Brewsteri8graphical Collection.
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One might question the effectiveness of a gospel song against this degree of secular ald politic
corruptonunder E. H. Cr u mp,@as thedtwogloup&hose \ehb mighalisténiton e
a gospel song and those who might gamble away all their moepagseted are traditionally
divergent. Asuming howeverthatthis separation is absoluteould neglect th@rofound
affectivity of the mediaas a means to influence the Memphis commurBewster hosted a
WHBQ radio program title@®ld Camp Meeting on the Aivhich drew crowds of all races and
sociceconomic situations to the East Trigg AverBaptist Churclon Sunday evenings at
eleven

Mayor Crump targeted a similar audience with his campaign design. Both men use
music to reach across s ocinausicisplaydd optbdsireeti ¢ a | bo
whi | e Br e ws ttedrthdosgh the WHBQ airavaveBath men attempt to establish a
kind of dominion over thenost pliable people of thdemphis populatonThe song A Move
Up a Little Higher, o which Brewster composed
practices cold not cross lines without a powerful voice as a vehicle.

It was first sung on th€amp Meeting on the Aby Queen C. Anderson, a former
member of East Trigg Baptist Church and notable voice in gospel music and then was recorded
by Mahalia Jackson, alsoor mer | v of Brewster6s congregation
1948 with the Apollo label. It is cited as the song that skyrocketed Jackson to fame, selling an
astonishing eight million copié$ According toBillboard, it is thebest selling gospesong of
all time** Brewstemperhapsecognized irMahalia Jackson a potentialittspire and direct an

audience.The song begins:

I Koster, Rick.Louisiana Music: A Journey from R&B to Zydeco, Jazz to Country, Blues to Gospel, Cajun Music...
(2002), Da Capo Press, page 271.

*2 Jackson, MahaliaBillboard.
<http://www.billboard.com/search/?keyword=Move+on+up#elhigher#/search/mahalia%?20jackson>.
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One these morning soon one morning

I'm gonna lay down my cross get me a crown
soon one evening late in the evening

Latein the evening I'm going home live on high
Soon as my feet strike Zion

Lay down my heavy burdens

Put on my robe in glory

Going home one day and tell my story

I've been coming over hills and mountains
Gonna drink from the Christian Fount&in

With iMove On Up a Little Higher 0 B r e w s theepoor, tomplagentt dispirited,
oppresse@ndtraditionally unrecognizedopul at i on. This O6target auc
Memphis community, and, allyreacheatiyshisteneipgh songds f a
Brewsterds song, though originally written fo
be particularlyappealingor the oppressed or the weary, beckoning them toward a higher plane
of life that does not include an instance of being roungbeand exploited by the governing body
for a cause that is not their own.

The songsets newionesin the gospel genre, resembling enough more contemporary
songs(such as those by W.C. Handwhile keeping an encouraging suggestiégivove On Up
a Little Higheb refrains from praise of the material world, and directs focus to what is after. In
heavm, t he song suggests, there is|l addergatidat oa
must climb to achieve happiness, or even their full potentibk mention of ancestors waiting:
fgonna meet ol d man Danielé; Paul and Sil as.

is even more striking in the aftermath of the Second World War.

3 Brewster, Dr. William HerberfTribute: The Life of Dr. William Herbert Brewste?" Edition. Memphis: The
Brewster House of Sermon Songs, Christian Literature and Dramatic Arts, 1984. Pg. 23
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Ethnomusicologist Guthrie Ramsesflectsonthe postwar Afro-American sentiments
through the imagery of a Christian climbing the ladder to He&%&kdh i | e t hese 6popul
sentimentsdo might attribute to thewasthagds rep

case. Brewster says:

The fight for rights here iMemphis was pretty rough on the Black church . .. and |
wrote that song "Move on Up a Little Higher.” . . . We'll have to move in the field of
education. Move into the professions and move into politics. Move in anything that any
other race has to havedgarvive. That was a protest idea and inspiration. | was trying to
inspire Black people to move up higher. Don't be satisfied with the mediocre . . . Before
the freedom fights started, before the Martin Luther King days, | had to lead a lot of
protest meeéngs. In order to get my message over, there were things that were almost
dangerous to say, but you could sin§it.

Mahali a Jacksonds recording of AMove On Up a
that Brewster hopes will ripostively affect l@adience so that they first acknowledge the

corruption in their lives and then, most importantly, are driven to improve their spiritual and

moral situation. For Brewster, active participation is key in the realization of all change.

Brewster, for a 195%elebration of the Emancipation Proclamation writes:

This program has been planned [€é] with the
citizen of color to press forward for complete and uninhibited citizenship. Just as the

Children of Israel were ndtee when they crossed the Red Sea, the Negros were not free
when Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipat.i
becomes a reality wuntil the individual hi m
individual will be inspired talevelop within himself such a passion for freedom until no

obstacle can prevail against hifh.

4 Ramsey, Guthrie Race Music: Black Cultures from Bebop to #ipp (Music of the African Diasporg2003),
University of California Press, page 52.

45 11
Ibid.
“5 Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. Program for tBelebration of the Emancipation Proclamatidgilis Auditorium.
1 Jauary 1959. Accessed 29 June 2009. East Trigg Baptist Church Archives.
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Mr. James Gailey says that the East Trigg Bap
like one big familyd Brewster, helaims had a knack for knowingr @redicting the individual
strengths of the young people in the congregatitinthey aspired to be something, he would try
and help them. |l f they wanted to sing [€é] he
and always encouraged themtoget edu®ati on. o

Brewster had a compl i c @daveamdnceverlMamphi@ ns hi p wi
Brewstemames W.CHandy a maj or musi cal influence, des
Crumpo6s pol ilnle7®,aN.CHaanadhyibeppears at aecerempwith Brewster as
he is presented an award by Commissioner Bill Famepresenting the City of Memphigi i n
recognition for his contributions to the religious life of Memphis, the-Biodith, America and
the World, by the great number of hymns, gospelgs, spirituals and anthems for which he is so

widely *known. o

" Gailey, James. Interview by Kayla Miller. Fresh Slices Sidewalk Q&@5 Overton Park Ave
Memphis TN 38112. 23 July 2009.
“8 Caption to Photd By: Ernest C. Withers, date unknowBrewster, Dr. William HerberDr. William Herbert
Brewster: The Man and his Message i Wat chmen of the Night. o National an
Education Board of the National Baptist Convention U.S.A. Inc.
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& ba g
49‘ *

Left to Right: Reverend Dr. William Herbert Brewster; Mrs. W.H. Handy; Fire and
Police Commissioner, Claude C. Armour and Commissioner Bill Farris

The religious texts for which he is appbed athis ceremony have vestrong
educatbnalthemes.Education, Brewster maintains an essential ingredietawards reform.
Celeste Williams of th€ommercial Appeal wr i t es that A[s]everal p e c

made it a point to reminthem thaths i mpl y wanted to be ké@own as 0

“9Photo by Ernest C. WitherBrewster, Dr. William HerbertWilliam Herbert Brewster: The Man and His
Message fi Wat ¢ h me n i @léwing Testimavialg Natianal and International Tributes in 1970.
NationalBaptist Convention U.S.A. Inc.
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But those who remember him [in 3 Brewsteruirshiscapac.i
autobiography, insists, Tfhut fedapsbefart thisapmelad e e n  f
i's appropriate, he is an educator. Brewster
and by music and said, fAl wa’$Bréwsterbringsthé d t o ch
message of gospel music into the reach of a secularized eadrough the adoption of a
different sound Reverend Brewster was a key member on the Education Board for the National
Baptist Convention U.S.A. Inc. for many years. While he held this position, he never tried to
separate the issue of race from thatfpkrm of education. In th@National Baptist Spotlighd,a
monthly news bulletin and commentary, he reminded members:

By their sitins, Negro students in the South are demonstrating the silliness of a system

which denies the right of humans to eat alisg®ne another. Tlaaregetting an

impressive amount of support fronhite students outside the South. They are getting

some, too, from students in the Sowtho find that they cannot rationalize or defend

these pamoxes. The spread of educationhe South has produced a force for those

students who have overthrown the government of Syngman Rhee in Korea [which has]
obviously been stirred to the depths by oppressive pracfices.

Brewster often reveals a strong interest in and awareness of gléibes po sermons and
publications for which he is responsible. He urgeth the Convention and his own
congregation to rememb#re sacrifices of others so that his audience might realize that it is in

this way that changaffects further changes.

Wi lliams, Celeste. siBrntewWwdt erMe mPhimmns &€raCombatealGi ant of G
Appeal 16 October 2009. Pg. B1. Accessed 23 June 2009. Main Libfemphis Room, Bewster
Biographical Collection.

> Tribute.
“fMusician Minister s M&ubigpPeebScimitat 11 Ociobe® 1V82gPg.c8. Atdessed 23

June 2009. Main Library Memphis Room, Brewster Biographical Collection.
3 Brewster, Dr. William HerberfiThe National Baptist Spotlight: a monthly news bulletin and commentahe
Education Board of the NationabBtist Convention U.S.A. Inc. Volume 3. 1 September 18§04.
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Brewst er 6s poem, Al om Determined to be Someb
for students to emphasize the necessity of these sacrifices gredhope toward a happier
future. The poem reads:
The present conditions and dark circumstance
May make it @pear that | have not a chance;
The odds may be against me, this fact | admit,
I havendét much to boast of, just a I|ittle fait
In spite of the things that stand in my way,
Il 6m determined to be somebody, someday.
Ther ebds n o 6rcoowiahsyivengo o d
No great family background for me remains;
| havenot had a chance as others have had,
My |l iving conditions have been kindobda bad,;
But it makes no difference what some people say,
|l 6m determined to be somebody, someday.
Some may think that ldve made a poor start,
We | | maybe | have but |61 handle that part;
At the end of each round 1611 be on my feet,
For therebds something in me thatés hard to bea
The fight may e tough, but I dm in it to stay,
For , Il 6m just determi.ned to be somebody, s omed
Thereb6s really somewhere | would |Iike to go,
Thereb6bs truly some things that | would Iike to
Therebs certainly some things that 16d Iike to
And something speci al Il 6d i ke to e;
Let others do as they will or ma,
But, as f or rhesomebdiy smgdayst got t o
As a member of a once downtrodden race,
To the courts of Heaven, |l 6ve appealed my case
I know that Jehovah is the judge on the bench,
Tho men may curse, deride and lynch;
My blood will cry from the ground and say,
ATho youl &Glllaybenesomebody, someday! o
My head may be bloody and my skin may be black,
But nothing shall throw me off the track;
I 61 1 climb the | adder, round by round,
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Until my feet strike higher ground;
And when | do, just remember what | say,
| &m det ersmhebosld somenayb e

About this poemBrewster saysfil have written a poem that has gone around the world and has
been the bridge over which thousands of youngsters have suc¢eéded i thetppem that
has outlived anything that | have ever writtard has become universal. A lady was here the
otherdat o translat® it into French. o

In a sermon titled he Light of Freedom Still Shines in America: An address for the

Emancipation Celebration or a Freedom Ralig ends his address with:

Others [slaes] remembeed how old John Brown had tried and failed, and they made up
a song on the plantation in memory of that old rugged warrior who died that the slave
might be free, and they started singing:

John Br ownoénouldingidtheclay es a
But his sall goes marching on.

John Brownédés knapsack was strapped upon
But his soul goes marching on.

The stars of heaven are looking kindly down;
On the grave of old John Brown

Julia Ward Howe caught the tune and added the wor@ikeBattle Hymn of the
Republicthat was so eloquently rehearsed by Dr. Martin Luther King [Jr.] the night
before he was assassinated in Memphis. These are the words:

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes ofhwaed stored
He hath loosed the faithful lighting of his terrible swift sword
His truth is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies, Christ was born across the sea,

% Brewster. Dr. William HerberfTribute: The Life of Dr. William Herbert Brewstet™ Edition. Memphis: The
Brewster House of Sermon Songs, Christian Literature and Dramatic Arts,P§8429.

%5 Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. Interview by Dr. Charles W. Crawford. Project: Robert R. Church Family. Tape
recording. East Trigg Baptist Church, Memphis, TN. 6 July 1983. Accessed 21 July 2009. University of
Memphisi Mississippi Valley Collectionfilename: Brewster.
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With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me;
As he to make men holy, let us deemake men free
While God is marchingn.

Glory! Glory halldujah! Glory! Glory hallelujah @Gry!
Glory hallelujah. Our God is marching oh.

The message of this pes968 sermon does well to give readers a summation of some of
Brewster 6 s ngtehigirdldescesaccor di
Dr . Brewsterds philosophy reflects an insi
Published on many of his church bulletins, sermons, and items published by the Education Board
for the National Baptist Conventidh S.A. Inc. is a line of poetry b@mar Khayyan{1048
1143), a Persian thinker, mathematician, and
o n°/ Pespitethisnom el i gi ous ver se, Brewster dshasgd i t i ng
and ChristCene r et These spiritual and secular interactions continue from the written word
into Brewsterds actions and intentions for mu
all of his writings and compositions, they keep a tangible applicatiorisgtular world.
Brewsterds songs such as AMove On Up a Lit
Determined to be Somebody, Somedayo and tradi
t he ABattl e Hy maaryambbvibub lrut vRalpleutrenthieycsiress the fleeting
and transient demands of oneds mortal existen

not neglect the responsibilities that, while on earth, an individual kéidfsve on Up a Little

% Brewster, Dr. William Herbert. Thieight of Freedom Still Shines in America: An address for the Emancipation
Celebration or a freedom rally\§ermon. East Trigg Baptist Church. 1 January, Exact date unknown [Post
1968]. Accessed 23uly 2009. East Trigg Baptist Church Archives.

Quotation appears on Brewsterds funer al program, wused
mentioned inTribute; Khayyam, OmarThe Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyaifirans. Edward Fitzgerald. New
York: George H. Doran Company, 1919. Quatrain 51 (LI).

%8 Brewster, Dr. William HerberfTribute: The Life of Dr. William Herbert Brewste?" Edition. Memphis: The

Brewster House of Sermon Songs, Christian Literature and Dramasid 28¢.
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Highemis, as Brewster himself nagas much a commentasg contemporary social issues in

Memphis in the 1930s as it is an urgence to the Memphis community to, using the colloquial,

6straighten up,6 |l est the Zion described in t
Brewsterseesdsendi ng so easily to MayoridanBiowoCr ump 06
for exampl e, | stheoldriudgeddvarioywhddied thes theeslave might be

f r &%Hisactions, marching presumably, affected the motion of his soul everhafter t

physical action itself was stunteahd theBattle Hymn of the Republivery much handles the

crux of this claim in the phrase: A he to m
Individuals are not the focus of the gospel drama except in frecttion of service, and

individual glory is never the end of a mission. One is expected and encouraged to leave the

world a better place than it is as it is experienced.

The structure of fAJohn Brownds Body, 0 fiMov
the Republic, 0 and Al &6m Determined to be Some
emphasize their respective messagilss insistent repetition became the standard for many
proclamations and speeches during the Civil Rights Movement. Martinrliitigg Jr. is noted

for employing this characteristic in his speeches.

%9 |bid.
80 pid.
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Left to Right: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; Myrtle Jackson; Dr. W.H. Brewster

ADr . Brewster was one of the early promoters
raly at the Mason Temple for his [Kingds] first
| eading the devotion. Dr. King j0OrSamudln the s
Tummer who i s often called O6BrewsttCbhurclhs ri ght har
congregationsays of Reverend Brewster:

Like his master, Dr. Brewster is a great champion for the underprivileged. This noble

cause motivated him to form the Brewster Theological Clinic; to preach over 6,000

sermons over his 65 years of preagff® to compose in a fifty year period over 200
gospel songs; to compile from over 60 years of research numerous articles of black roots.

1 Photo by Ernest C. Withers. Brewster, Dr. William Herbefilliam Herbert Brewster: The Man and His
Message fi Wat ¢ h me n i @léwing Testimavialg Natianal and International Tributes in 1970.
NationalBaptist Convention U.S.A. Inc.

%2 Original caption to photo.

® Numerical figures accurate k977
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Hi s accompli shments are far too numerous f
poem| 6 m Det er mi ne dSomedayhasemoti/ated edurdlesy nobodies to be
somebodies. His most famous gospel séhtpve On Up a Little Higheg has moved

the oppressed to succeed in spite of few opportunities. In hisfilogtyears of radio

ministry, he has edified and savihdusands>*

Further promot i nighisBeladonship te thétiseaarmatie masigian,

Elvis Presley. Neal and Janice Gregory, in their botlen Elvis Diedvrite:
When this young fellow EIlvis pamsisetder, sii td
was a saddening thing. It was | i ke the <cl
Her ber t B gospelsongwriteninelentingeivil rights activist, political power

broker, and minister of the East Trigg Baptist Chyfthis grieflwas common among
many in the black communify.

The authors of this work are trying to make the case that Elvis was embraced by the African
American community in Memphis, Tennessee. Their interview with Dr. Brewster continues:
ATher e was ntoattimedayd95@s}t 6 omead!l | ed Br ewster, fiNCc
nobody t h o ul@ebpite trasksaparatiotiie dlemagraphic of his listenershap East

Trigg Baptist Church in the late 40s and early to mid fifties, did not resemble the typical

congregation at a Memphis church, black or whita time when Memphis still had separate

water fountains and bathrooms according to race. Elvis attend@ddi@@amp Meeting on the

Air on Sundays at eleven pm. The physically present audience at EgsBaptist Church

during these broadcastse al i zed an ambi t i ovmaslargglprmmadeupdf Br ews't
undergraduate college students, medical students, and longtime members of East Trigg Baptist

Church. The following photo and caption describeth audi ence and Brewster

nWhen Grace is in, Race is Out. o

% The Brewster Revival and the Camp Meeting on the Air Ensemble. Compilation C.D. Used by permission of
James and Bernice Gailey, Memphis, TN.
®Ipid., 108
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This picture was taken during one of the services of the East Trigg Avenue Baptist
Church in Memphis, Tennessee. The pastor, Dr. William Herbert Brewster, has for years
had tke distinction of attractingn unusual attendance of white people, at his Church.

His eloquent preaching, plus the muisithat he personally writes and diredtdjave not

|l essened in drawing power af tWhenGmecesie t hat
Race is Out®

Sources di ffer r e gafcomhpositigpnusdd fehme sdangsrthatss, met hod

how they got fr om Br eandiasiged suchraegMatlaliatJacksenhraede t mu

% Jones, Francis E. East Trigg Avenue Bayitistirch Historical Publication. Date Unknown [Estimated to be- mid
fifties]. Pg. 15.



