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A citation is a reference to any item (book, journal article, SEE ALSO:
dissertation, archival manuscript, newspaper editorial,
report, website, musical composition, etc.) which clearly
identifies the source in which the full-text of the item is to ~ [nsertFootnotes or Endnotes in Microsoft
be found. A citation provides sufficient information to Word

acknowledge the author and locate the item.

Researching & Writing Papers

RELATED WEBSITES:

The information in a citation is fairly standard, but the Assembling a List of Works Cited in Your
order may change depending on the type of item being SREED

cited and the style manual you are using. Citations Citing Sources Within Your Paper
include:

How Do I Write an Annotated Bibliography?
e the author(s)

e the title of the item STOR d Fl ic Archivi
e the publication information J an ectronic Vlllg
By Ron Chepesiuk
Sometimes an abstract or short
summary describing the main idea or
Conte_nt Of a Work WI” be InCIUded Wlth WORKING n 1995, David M. Pilachowski, then a librarian at Denison
the citation. TO ME University in Granville, Ohio, got involved with a new project
MEET THE called JSTOR (Journal Storage), which offered to help his library
SPACE AND  reduce the costly space necessary to house large back runs of
BUDGET NEEDS journals. Like many libraries across the United States, the
Denison University library had been under pressure to provide
H H H H OF LIBRARIES increased services and to do more with less. And with huge
A Basic Journal Article Citation S 0 S0 fmore with
ral i )
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Th | s |S an exam p I e Of a ba S | C Cltatl on m Fill gaps in journal back l?‘ll w;s i:adegualz. JSTOR has radically suhscribu3 lis;ooﬂfOBST mslimtil::.ns‘i:n 41
runs. changed that situation.” countries in .
. ey Juliana Mulroy, associate professor of bi- The number of new users, moreover, is
usili ng th e 6th ed |t| on Of th e MLA M Address preservation issues.  ology at Denison, also recalled her early constantly increasing. In October 1999, the
. . . experience with JSTOR. She realized that Smithsonian Institution and its 19 branch
Handbook fo r th |s a rt'cle W h | Ch Wa S W Assist publl_shers in shifting the new electronic archiving project could  libraries worked out an agreement with
- . X ) to electronic modes of pub-  help her find all references to a particular
published in the journal American fication. plant she was studying by searching the  goN CHEPESIUK, an American Libraris
—— JSTOR database for its scienilic name. contributing editor, v and head
Lib 1 This would give her a quick way to get a ributing editor, is o professor and head of
prariles. ld g r @ quick way o g speeial collections at Winthrop University in Rock
sense of its ecological significance, its Hill, South Carolina. He has also written or edited
habitat, and its range in North America 10 books, most recently South Carolina in the Civil
Mulroy could have done a Biological Ab- War (McFarland, 2000).
American Libraries ¢ December 2000
The article’s author(s). The article title.
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Chepesiuk, Ron. “"JSTOR and electronic archiving.”
American Libraries 31 (11) (Dec 2000): 46-48.
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The journal’s title. The volume number and date. You will often The article’s page numbers.

Sometimes it's see an issue number as well, depending on the This article will be found on

abbreviated. citation style. Issue numbers are usually in pages 46, 47 and 48 in volume
parentheses after the volume number. This 31 of American Libraries.
article is in volume 31, issue 11, published in

December 2000.
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A Basic Book Citation

This is an example of a basic citation for this book using the 6th edition of the MLA Handbook as a
style manual. Information for a book citation may be found on the book’s title page and copyright
page.

MLA
Handbook
for Writers
of Research
Papers

Sixth Edition

Joseph Gibaldi

THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA

New York 2003

The book’s author(s). The book title. The edition of the book, if
there is more than one edition.
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Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed.
New York: Modern Language Association of America, 2003.
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The city of publication, publisher’'s name The year the book
and the year of publication should be taken was published.
from the book’s title page or copyright page.

Consult a style manual for additional formats of citations, such as citations for books with multiple
authors or editors, newspapers, anonymous articles, etc.

Need help? Ask Us!


http://www.rhodes.edu/barret/askus.asp

